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VILLAGE OF GREENPORT

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK : STATE OF NEW YORK
--------------------------------------x

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

  REGULAR SESSION 

--------------------------------------x

 Station One Firehouse

Third and South Streets

Greenport, New York  11944

July 27, 2023

6:00 p.m. 

B E F O R E:

KEVIN STUESSI - MAYOR   

MARY BESS PHILLIPS - DEPUTY MAYOR/TRUSTEE 

PATRICK BRENNAN - TRUSTEE 

LILY DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON - TRUSTEE 

JULIA ROBINS - TRUSTEE 

BRIAN STOLAR - VILLAGE ATTORNEY 

PAUL PALLAS - VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR 

JEANMARIE ODDON - VILLAGE DEPUTY CLERK 
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Regular Session 7/27/23  2

(The Meeting Was Called to Order at 6 p.m.) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  I'd like to make a motion to 

open the meeting.  May I have a second, please?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye. 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

(Pledge of Allegiance)  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Please stay standing for a 

moment of silence for the following individuals the 

Village of Greenport lost in the last month:  

Margaret Harriet Campbell, Michael S. Dawson, Donna 

May Ormond, Russell Lee Smith, Jr., and Patricia Wood.  

  (Moment of Silence) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Please be seated.  Welcome, 

everyone.  This is the July 27th regularly 

scheduled meeting of the Village Board.  I have a 

couple of announcements to make.  The first one is 

that the Standard Hose Company No. 4 of the 

Greenport Fire Department will be holding their 

Annual Chicken Barbecue Fundraiser on August 19th.  
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It will be held on the grounds of the Station One 

Firehouse from 7 a.m. through 10 p.m.  Tickets are 

for sale through the Firehouse, and also through 

any firefighters you may know, and they're also 

looking for volunteers.  

Together with that, in the last work session, 

the Board had a discussion regarding the code 

changes that are being proposed by the Waterfront 

Committee Subcommittee, headed by Mary Bess, in 

regards to code changes within the Waterfront 

Commercial District.  The group reviewed them.  We 

are in the process with our Attorneys of drafting a 

draft law.  We will be setting a special meeting in 

the upcoming weeks for that, which would be 

publicly noticed.  

Moving on, we will be moving into public 

hearing regarding -- pardon?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  No, no, no.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Oh, okay.   

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I just was looking at the 

door.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Sorry.  Public Hearing 

regarding the Wetlands Permit Application submitted 

by Kate Rummel, Agent on behalf of 67 Sound 

Cheshire LP for the property at 520 Madison Avenue, 
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Greenport, New York, 11944 to perform the following 

work:  

To renovate the existing house, add two 

1-story additions, install inground swimming pool, 

outdoor shower, gravel driveway and walkway, as 

well as an ecological restoration wetland buffer. 

+/- 144 cubic yards of fill will be excavated. 

Excavated material will be graded on site.  The 

public hearing was left open for further comment 

until the Village of Greenport receives a copy of 

the Southold Town Trustees Report. 

I'll make note, and then ask Village 

Administrator Pallas to comment, that we are still 

awaiting the notes from the last meeting.  What do 

you have to add, sir?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Just, I guess, more of 

a clarification.  We have neither the -- they don't 

actually issue a report.  I apologize.  They don't 

issue a report.  It's really conditions that get 

contained in the minutes of the meeting, and those 

have not yet been published.  So we won't see a 

formal report.  We'll get an excerpt from those 

minutes as soon as they're published, and I will 

transmit them off to the Board.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Great.  Would anybody from 
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the public like to speak on this?  Yes, sir.  

Please, state your name and address for the record.  

MARC RISHE:  Marc Rishe, 315 Sutton Place.  

I'm the owner of the property, just to answer any 

questions the Board may have.  Otherwise, we'll 

reconvene next month, I assume.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Any from the Board -- anybody 

from the Board have any questions for the 

gentleman?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I have some questions.  I 

don't know if it's for the applicant or for our 

Attorney or the Administrator.  But I think at the 

last meeting, when we discussed this project, I 

made a comment about the separation between the 

pool and the house, and I believe the Village 

either has a policy or it's a code requiring 

10 feet between the pool and the structure; is that 

correct, Mr. Pallas?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  I believe that's 

correct.  It's Village -- I believe it's in the 

code.  I'd have to double-check, but that's -- that 

would ultimately be dealt with at the -- at the 

Zoning Board, but I certainly can review that.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  Is that -- is that 

you're understanding?  
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MARC RISHE:  Yes, that's correct.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Is the -- is that how the 

project is designed now?  Because I think the 

survey showed -- 

MARC RISHE:  So we -- 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  -- the pool within 9 feet.  

MARC RISHE:  So we actually are submitting to 

the Zoning Board next week.  The pool was reduced 

by two feet on the house side to make it 10 feet 

and comply with zoning, it's no -- no closer to the 

wetlands.  The pool is actually two feet smaller 

than previous.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  Thank you.  The next 

question I had was on the ecological restoration 

area.  The permit documents require that there's a 

30-foot kind of buffer area, and it's going to be 

planted according with the planting list that's 

attached to the permit.  What is the process by 

which -- does the Village check that, or how is 

that determined that it meets compliance after the 

fact?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Those requirements 

were actually DEC requirements and they would 

inspect post installation.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  So we're hands-off 
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on that aspect of it?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Yeah.  I would assume 

that if there's any changes, that their DEC permit 

would have to be revised.  We would -- the 

applicant would need to let us know about that.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  And then lastly, I 

think I had this question for the Attorney before, 

but how do we -- how does this Board manage 

conflicts of interest in the case where the 

applicant's in a limited partnership?  Do we need 

to know who the partners are?  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  I would suggest going 

forward, any time you have a Limited Liability 

Corporation, Limited Liability Partnership, that 

you do require the names of the people who are 

members, and particularly managing members.  

New York State is adopting similar procedures 

now, and the Federal Government is also requiring 

certain, certain applications to -- certain 

submissions to incorporate and include those names.  

So I would recommend, as I have been for my 

municipal clients, that you start to add that to 

all of your application processes.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  I see that we have 

another application before us tonight that has a 
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transactional disclosure form, where the applicant 

is making an attestation that they don't have a 

conflict with the Village Board or employees.  It's 

not part of this application.  I'm just wondering 

why it's different.  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  So there is a different 

requirement under the General Municipal Law.  Under 

the General Municipal Law Article 18-A, for any 

land use application, there has to be a disclosure 

affidavit filed by somebody.  It doesn't say who or 

how, or whether that has to be somebody for the 

LLC.  It could be a representative, is the way the 

law reads.  But you can certainly impose a 

requirement, if you want to provide for more 

certainty, as to potential conflict of interest, to 

have the identity of everybody stated, and to 

require that additional, additional affidavits be 

submitted for everybody who is associated with the 

LLC.  But it's not -- as far as I know, you do not 

have that requirement now.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  Thank you.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Paul.  Paul, can I ask a 

question?  Does the ZBA, when they put their 

applications in, do they ask for the LLC 

partners -- I mean, LLC information?  
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ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  I don't -- sometimes.  

I'd have to double-check.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Do you, John?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  I don't go to those 

meetings, so -- 

JOHN SALADINO:  Yes.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  You do, you require that? 

JOHN SALADINO:  Always.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  All right.  So the -- so 

the names, the names -- 

(Feedback on Audio)  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  It's not me.  So the names 

for this application would already be in Village 

Hall?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  I don't believe we've 

received an application for Zoning Board yet. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Oh, you haven't even 

received one for this?  Okay.   

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  As far as I know.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  All right.  Marc, you 

didn't -- did you give them an application?  

MARC RISHE:  No.  The Zoning application will 

go in next week, so you will have that.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Oh, okay.  

MARC RISHE:  Presuming it's part of the 
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application, it will be in there.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  I just wanted to -- 

okay.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  Thank you.  I don't 

have any further questions.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Anybody else on the Board?  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  No.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you, sir.  Anybody else 

from the public like to speak on this?  

(No Response) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  All right.  We will move on.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  You have to make a motion 

to leave the public hearing open.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay.  I'd like to make a 

motion to leave the public hearing open until the 

next month's meeting.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.   

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

 Motion carries.  

A public hearing regarding the Wetlands 
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Permit Application submitted by Greenport Yacht & 

Shipbuilding Company, Incorporated, by Steven 

Clarke, Owner for the property located at 

201 Carpenter Street, Greenport, New York, 11944 to 

perform the following work:

Section A:  Reconstruct 70' of bulkhead 

return in-kind, in-place.  Reconstruct 60' of jetty 

in-kind, in-place.  Section B:  Reconstruct 277' of 

existing bulkhead -- bulkhead in-kind, in-place. 

And Section F:  Reconstruct 242' of existing 

bulkhead in-kind, in-place. 

Would somebody from the applicant like to 

speak?  

STEVEN CLARKE:  My name is Steven Clarke.  I 

reside at 139 Fourth Street, and I am manager and 

owner of Greenport Yacht & Ship Building.  

I'm not sure where -- I'm not really sure at 

all where this idea of testing the soil, making 

soil samples behind the various -- the various 

places that this is -- this permit refers to, 

permit application refers to.  I don't know what 

brought this on, because as far as I know, and I 

don't know this for sure, but as far as I have been 

told, that environmental testing by some 

engineering company has never been required before 
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anywhere around the Village.  And I want to make it 

clear that the way this is being done -- I mean, 

I've got an invoice.  I should have brought an 

invoice.  I've got an invoice for $40,000 worth of 

plastic bulkheading.  Plastic bulkheading is 

completely different from the bulkheading that is 

over at the Carousel, for instance, completely 

different from the bulkheading that's being 

replaced by the shipyard.  

Now plastic bulkheading has been around for 

20 years or so.  What I am buying, in fact have 

bought, haven't paid for yet, but what I've bought 

is -- I can only describe as super extra heavy-duty 

bulkheading, and once it is in place, nothing goes 

through it -- through it.  Water can pile up behind 

it, storms can pile up behind it.  Liquid does not 

go through it, nor does any sort of portion of the 

ground itself, sand, or whatever is behind the 

bulkhead.  Of course we don't know what's behind 

the bulkhead, because it's never been tested.  

A variety of -- a variety of discussion 

between the Village and the contractor, I have here 

Costello Marine Contracting, who has been doing my 

work for -- I'm not sure when they started, but 

pretty close to 45, maybe 50 years ago.  I've been 
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on the property for over 50 years, but you won't 

get it out of me.  

But the information that's been passed back 

and forth between Costello's, John Costello's 

office and the Village of Greenport makes reference 

to an environmental consultant or testing company, 

and I have not hired one, nor am I going to hire 

one.  I'm going to make it really clear, I'm not 

going to hire a consultant company.  The cost of 

this is to me totally unknown, except for the fact 

that it is of catastrophic, catastrophic amount.  

It's likely to cost more to test the ground than it 

is to do the job.  

But keeping in mind that this type of 

bulkheading we're using -- and, by the way, if 

anybody is interested, I can -- I can show you what 

plastic bulkheading is, because that's -- I've 

already got hundreds of feet of it in the shipyard, 

which has been done over the last 25 years, done 

previously by -- physically done by Mr. Costello's 

brother, who is no longer alive, and by his son, 

who finished the job I want to say 8 or 10 years 

ago.  In other words, you can see, if you care to 

see it.  You don't have to have my permission to go 

in the yard.  In fact, no one seems to have my 
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permission to go into the shipyard whenever they 

want to.  You can go in and take a look at this 

existing plastic bulkhead and see what it -- what 

it looks like.  

You really can't quite understand it unless 

you have an enormous rainstorm, or some other storm 

that floods the area, which has only been flooded a 

couple of times in the 50 years that I've been 

monitoring all this.  

But the point of the story is that this 

plastic bulkheading, once, once put in place, 

that's the end of any water or anything going 

through it that's behind it.  And, of course, 

what's already been excavated or moved around and 

started on is well in back of the existing creosote 

timber bulkhead, which goes back before my time.  

So it's -- the existing bulkhead is -- probably 

goes back to 1940s, maybe, even earlier than that, 

and it's definitely in need of replacement.  It 

hasn't -- it hasn't fallen over, but it's 

definitely in need of replacement.  

And I am very happy to spend the money on it, 

because, as you can all imagine, anyone who has run 

this boatyard for as long as I have, periodically 

spends what is at the time thought of as 
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catastrophic amounts of money.  That as an aside, 

I've got three pieces of steel, three steel timbers 

coming in, 44 feet long, weighing multiple tons, to 

put into the cradle on the railway in the next 

month, and there goes -- there goes another 

$25,000.  

I mean, so the point of the story is I'm not 

afraid in any -- maybe afraid is not quite the 

word.  I'm not reluctant in any way to put money 

into the shipyard to keep it going.  It's hard to 

see this, but I'm more than willing to show any of 

you, whether it's part of government, Village of 

Greenport government, or somebody who's not part of 

government, show you some of the places where we 

have put serious money into the yard to keep it 

going, to put money into testing the soil that's 

not going overboard, that's not being dug up.  

We're not digging up anything that's already 

overboard.  We're just moving soil around in back 

of the bulkhead.  To put money into that is just 

simply taking thousand dollar bills out of your 

pocket and tearing them and putting them in the 

trash.  It actually does nothing for the job, 

doesn't improve the job.  It doesn't prove 

anything.  
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The New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation, and I don't know how 

many of you deal with them, I deal with four 

different groups in the DEC.  They don't even know 

each other.  It's an enormous -- the DEC, the New 

York State DEC is an enormous group.  The fifth 

group of the DEC no longer works, because 20 years 

ago I was told that the DEC, you had to file a 

permit for a fish hawk nest, an osprey nest, which, 

of course, we have had for years.  We didn't ask 

the osprey to come here, they just decided to go on 

top of one of the buildings.  But they just -- I 

understand the DEC no longer requires a permit for 

an osprey nest, but they require -- four different 

groups from the DEC watch like a hawk everything 

that happens at Greenport Yacht & Ship Building 

Company.  And, of course, right now, with the 

DEC -- what the New York State DEC is looking at 

ever so carefully is the request for permits that's 

in front of the Board.  

I have not had this connection with the DEC 

personally, but through Mr. Costello's office.  And 

I'm quoting from a reference that Jane Costello, 

his daughter, who works in the office, has kept 

track of, that this project does not, does not 
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require and has not required, I mean, as I 

understand it.  I hope I'm not wrong on this, 

because I haven't checked with Jane today.  I 

didn't -- I actually didn't know about the meeting 

until late in the day.  But as I understand it from 

Jane, from this letter, that the DEC's Division of 

Solid and Hazardous Materials, and I have 

absolutely no idea what the DEC Division of Solid 

and Hazardous Materials amounts to.  That's not one 

of the four groups in the DEC that I deal with.  I 

have no connection with them, but apparently Jane 

does, or at least the person that Jane has -- Jane 

Costello has talked with in the DEC about this 

permit, because, apparently, the DEC, the DEC has 

already signed off on this.  Otherwise, we wouldn't 

be making, you know, the -- the DEC, Corps of 

Engineers, God knows who else has already approved 

everything, and that's why we're here in front of 

the Village of Greenport.  

But according to what Jane is telling us, 

that this group in the DEC, the Division of Solid 

and Hazardous Materials, as I said, one of the 

groups I had never even heard of, but they have 

decided that this project, this entire project does 

not require review by them.  
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I think that pretty much sums up where I am 

in all this.  A very quick summary of what I said 

is that I am entirely willing, and to a certain 

extent able, to put any money required into 

Greenport Yacht & Ship Building and keep it where 

it is, and maintain it for the future that's going 

to outlast me.  Hopefully, that will be a few 

years.  But I'm not afraid that -- to put money 

into it.  And, actually, although I haven't paid 

the bill on the 40,000, literally 40,000, exactly 

$40,000 worth of plastic bulkheading, that check is 

going out in the next week or two.  I'm not 

unwilling to put that money into it, but I am 

incredibly not willing to throw money away by 

having some environmental engineer 50 or 500 miles 

away from us decide whether they like the soil 

that's been there for, I don't know, a couple of 

thousand years.  I'm not sure how long it's been 

there.  

But even if they didn't like it, even these 

engineers, these engineers decide they didn't like 

it, it's still going -- it's still -- it's not 

being replaced.  It's still going in the place 

behind the plastic bulkhead, because we have 

complete approval from the New York State DEC, the 
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one group that I'm referring to that looks at 

Greenport Yacht & Ship Building bulkheads, docks 

and so forth.  I'm leaving out the other three 

groups in the DEC who constantly watch me and are 

not part of this discussion.  

If you have any questions, I'd be glad to try 

to answer them.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you, Mr. Clarke.  You 

run a very important part of this Village and it's 

appreciated.  

I would ask the Village Administrator, who's 

on the Conservation Committee, together with 

Mr. Saladino and Mr. Kreiling, to please speak in 

regards to his question about testing, and then 

open it up to more questions.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  So I can't, I can't 

speak to the cost, obviously, but the CAC is 

concerned with whatever might be in the soil.  It's 

been an active shipyard for a very long time and 

there could be any number of contaminants in the 

soil.  As when that gets disturbed, certainly, it 

can leach into the harbor as part of the -- during 

the construction piece of this, and that's our main 

concern.  I don't know if you wanted Mr. Saladino, 

if he's got any further comments.  
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STEVEN CLARKE:  Actually, Mr. Pallas is 

absolutely correct, there are very likely to be 

contaminants there, but those contaminants are 

going to stay right where they are.  This was one 

of the few points that I tried to make absolutely 

crystal clear.  

This plastic bulkheading, all $40,000 of it, 

is impervious.  Nothing gets through it, absolutely 

nothing gets through it, once it's -- once it's put 

in place.  And the soil that's being removed to be 

able to put it in place is going to be just pulled 

back away from it.  Obviously, it's not going 

overboard.  If it were to go overboard -- I don't 

mean overboard.  If it were to go into the -- into 

the ground, into the bottom, if it were -- if it 

were to go into the water, then that becomes 

another problem, and that's not going to happen.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Anybody on the Board have 

questions?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I do.  At first, I need to 

disclose that I have two minor relationships with 

Mr. Clarke.  I have the good fortune of serving on 

a Village committee with Mr. Clarke, and I also -- 

my business occasionally does work at Mr. Clarke's 

shipyard.  I don't think any -- either of those 
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relationships do not, they not prevent -- present a 

conflict.  Excuse me, do not present a conflict in 

my mind, and they don't impact my ability to 

consider this application.  

I would like to know if you -- Mr. Pallas, 

can you reiterate or just restate what the CAC 

recommendations were?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Well, I had sent 

the -- the specifics, really, we're not 

environmental experts.  I can't say what it should 

be tested for, but we do believe that testing 

should take place, so that -- so that we know 

what's in the soil there.  And we suggested that -- 

we're suggesting that you recommend that testing, 

and the applicant would need to hire someone to 

define what that testing -- what those testing 

parameters are.  We wouldn't know that.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  So the recommendation is to 

test.  And was there a recommendation on 

remediation?  Or what about -- what do we do with 

the test results?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  That will be up to you 

ultimately, but the -- it depends on the 

constituents to test the quantities and all of 

that.  I mean, that would ultimately be -- need to 
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be -- follow whatever regulation, once discovered, 

what regulation governs that phase of it.  Step one 

is always to test, and the results of the testing 

dictate what happens, you can't decide in advance 

what you're going to do.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Is the soil being actually 

removed, or is it just being pulled back to put the 

bulkhead in front of -- I mean, the piling -- the 

bulkhead in front of the wooden bulkhead?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  As far as I know, the 

applicant has just stated the -- that they're 

pulling it back, and actually some of it has 

already been done, without a permit at this stage, 

has already been pulled back, and my understanding 

is that it's going to be replaced in place.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  So it's not really being 

dredged, and it's not being removed to another 

site, it's just being pulled back in order to put 

the bulkhead in?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Yes, but the -- as 

part of that process, the existing bulkhead is 

compromised, and things can slip through the 

existing bulkhead as part of that process.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  I have a question.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  That's our concern.  
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I'll leave -- I'll leave it there.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  I have a question.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Trustee Robins.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Yes.  You mentioned that one 

of the agencies at the DEC said that there was 

no -- they had no problem with this work; is that 

correct?  Did I understand that correctly?  

STEVEN CLARKE:  That's -- no, that's correct.  

But the -- of the four agencies that I deal with, 

the four groups, I'll just leave it at that, with 

the DEC, four separate, entirely separate groups 

with the DEC, this is the group, this is the part 

of the DEC that everybody in Greenport know, 

everybody in the State of New York has to deal with 

as soon as you start playing around with docks and 

bulkheads, marinas, anything that you're going to 

deal with, fresh water or saltwater, any time you 

deal with moving anything around.  For instance, if 

I were to -- if I were to go to work to put another 

railway in place, if I were to go to work on the 

existing railway to do major repairs on that, 

because it has to do with water and construction, 

and construction materials, I would be still 

dealing with this same group in the DEC.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  What's the name of that 
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agency in the DEC?  

STEVEN CLARKE:  I'm going to let 

Mr. Costello, because I -- actually, I don't have 

any notes in front of me, I couldn't tell you the 

exact name of it.  

JOHN COSTELLO:  We do have a DEC permit.  And 

the permit with the DEC, typically, they have an 

environmental criteria and a protocol of what to 

follow for environmental purposes, environmentally.  

They have that criteria, the Village of Greenport 

does not, they have none.  They have a bulkhead 

that's leaking twice as bad as Steve Clarke's.  

Steve Clarke has a bulkhead that was built 

probably in the First World War.  Parts of it had 

been replaced.  They have creosote, which is a 

contaminant, which is not allowed.  The vinyl 

sheathing that we have now has no contaminants in 

it, and it probably has a life expectancy 30, 40 

years.  So why would you spend the money, unless 

you're going to build something that's going -- 

Steve is not going to be around, and I could assure 

you that I won't in 40 years.  But why not do it 

correctly for the Village of Greenport and keep the 

waterfront working and moving in a positive 

direction?  
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The -- we did have, and I knew that when the 

bulkhead was falling over, I went down there.  I 

have tractor trailer loads of material going down 

there.  Costello Marine Contracting operates out of 

Steve Clarke's shipyard.  The fear of a tractor 

trailer having an accident, safety is a big thing, 

and that's one of the criterias for every 

municipality.  Safety is a thing you want to be 

careful of.  

We have an area, I had to excavate some of 

the bulkhead in order to relieve the pressure, so 

that it did not fall over when a tractor trailer 

load of material was going in there.  And Costello 

Marine Contracting two days ago had a tractor 

trailer go in there.  

We're going to have to do it.  That bulkhead 

needs it, it's dangerous.  And it needs it for the 

simple reason, I'm going to have to do a 150-foot 

section of it in three stages, because I got to 

maintain all the soil that is excavated.  The DEC 

requires it to stay onsite.  If it's taken 

somewhere else, you've got to tell them where, and 

do they have a license to store it.  That's not 

going to happen, it's going to remain onsite.  And 

that is one of the requirements, any bulkhead 
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replacement that we do, stay onsite.  

The Village of Greenport is taking RCA and 

dumping it overboard.  Come on.  I'm sure none of 

that stuff is tested.  They're not exempt from the 

laws of other government agencies.  Do not do it.  

The bulkhead at Mitchell Park has CCA treated 

lumber sheathing, not vinyl, and it's all shot.  

I've patched it, and I've patched it, and I've 

patched it, and I refused to patch it last year.  

Because you know what?  When the Village is sued, 

guess who else will be sued?  I'm not dealing with 

it.  I don't need that.  You -- that should be 

attended to.

And when you do the environmental laws for 

the Village of Greenport, make sure you have it 

correct, that you're not exempt from breaking the 

law, neither are we.  And we have the agencies, 

Fish and Wildlife, every, every agency, Army Corps, 

they all review.  They're more capable than hiring 

somebody that comes here, doesn't live here, and is 

an environmental consultant.  I know what the 

consultants are, we've done it.  We're required, 

required to do it, because the material was going 

to be removed off site.  That was -- and that is a 

requirement.  If I went and took material and 
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trucked it out, got to tell them where, and I'll 

have a license with the DEC, Army Corps and the 

Department of State, and the Fish and Wildlife.  

We're not removing anything, we didn't.

When that bulkhead was falling over, I asked 

the Village of Greenport, or one of the individuals 

that is -- works for the Village, come down and 

inspect it, because if I have to replace -- do a 

repair immediately, I want to be able to do that 

without getting in trouble with the Village of 

Greenport, and he told me I could do it.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  If you could hold 

on a second, Mr. Costello, I will address the 

Marina bulkhead, which the Village is well aware -- 

JOHN COSTELLO:  I know.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- needs critical work.  We 

are in the process of working to get Federal 

funding to replace that.  

JOHN COSTELLO:  Good, good. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  So I appreciate you noting 

that.  I'll open it up to the Board for any 

questions for Mr. Costello.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I have a couple of 

questions.  First, for our Administrator and 

Counsel, what's our SEQRA status on this?  Have we 
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determined Lead Agency?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  No, nothing, no action 

has been taken at this point.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  And when would we typically 

do that?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  I believe when you -- 

at the -- typically, it's been done when the -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Resolution is -- 

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  -- permit approval is 

on the agenda, not at the hearing stage.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Not at the hearing stage.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Typically, that's how 

it's been done in the past.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  And, typically, 

would the -- in an application like this, would the 

Village Board determine -- take Lead Agency on it?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Typically, yes, that's 

been -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yes.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Historically, yes.  

JOHN COSTELLO:  I could -- I could give you 

an answer to that.  The answer is very simple.  

When you make an application to the DEC, the Army 

Corps, the Department of State, or all those 

agencies, they notify Greenport that this is 
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underway.  At that time, somebody could take Lead 

Agency status.  Nobody in the Village of Greenport 

did.  The DEC presumes, and they will take over the 

Lead Agency status when nobody else take -- offers 

to take it.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  What is the status of the 

work that's in this permit?  

JOHN COSTELLO:  What is the status?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Yeah.  

JOHN COSTELLO:  Dangerous.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  No, no.  Has some of the 

work -- has some of the work been undertaken?  

JOHN COSTELLO:  No, no.  They relieve -- 

excavated to relieve the pressure, so it didn't 

collapse when we're driving tractor trailer loads 

of material.  I was more concerned about the safety 

than anything else.  And if that contaminated fill, 

if it is contaminated, it probably is -- this is a 

World War I, World War II shipyard.  I'm not part 

of it.  Guess what, leave it onsite.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  When would you anticipate 

starting construction?  

JOHN COSTELLO:  Yesterday, because when I 

excavated it, you could consider that starting.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  You could?  
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JOHN COSTELLO:  You could.  I did, because I 

was -- I'll tell you what, I did not want the 

consequence if it did fall over.  And I did not 

want the consequences if I had to go out there and 

salvage a tractor trailer load of materials.  I did 

not.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  When you resume work on 

this, what would you anticipate the completion date 

on it?  

JOHN COSTELLO:  Well, I'm going to have to do 

it in some minor stages.  You know, we're obligated 

to a few other contracts, and we're going to try to 

do it.  And I have actually enlisted two other 

marine contractors in the Greenport area to assist 

me, if I need help.  

Labor is a big problem in this local area.  

And I have talked with Greenport Dock, and Heaney 

Marine, both of them, "If I need help, would you 

come and help me?"  Steve accommodates and helps 

those guys.  He hauls their barges and maintains 

them.  There's several of us.  Latham is another 

one, but I didn't ask him.  But let me tell you, 

they'll all assist to try to get it done, but I 

want to get it done so no one gets hurt.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Thank you.  For the benefit 
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of the Board and the public, can you explain how a 

bulkhead replacement job is done, and where the -- 

what's involved with the excavation, and why you're 

excavating?  

JOHN COSTELLO:  Well, the bulkhead, this 

bulkhead, typical bulkhead, it is falling over, and 

they -- you have to put a frame up to be able to 

put the vinyl sheathing in, and that's why I'm 

going to do it in 50-foot sections, because I'm 

going to excavate.  I can hold that material 

onsite.  

He's got -- Steve Clarke is in the boat 

business storing boats.  Where am I going to put 

it?  I don't want it to be put on land and have it 

rain and stuff migrate overboard.  I'm going to do 

piece, at a piece, at a piece.  So what I'm going 

to do is I'm going to take 50 foot out, dispose of 

it.  It has to go to a landfill that is licensed to 

take creosoted disposable material.  Anything that 

has got contamination in it has to go to a proper 

place.  It's going to be shipped out of here, out 

of this Greenport area.  

And then what I'm going to do is put the 

framing in.  The framing is there.  I purchased -- 

got it purchased, and we're going to put the 
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framing in and sheath up 50 feet.  From that part, 

I'll put tie rods back into the bank, into the land 

and reuse the fill, the 50 foot of fill that I got 

in the way now.  And I'm going to do that in three 

stages, but that -- it is -- dock building is not a 

fun, fun business.  It's a little bit hard, 

particularly about January.  

(Laughter) 

JOHN COSTELLO:  And with the ice and whatnot, 

we service the ferry companies and we do whatever 

we need to do, and we do it reasonably well.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Is it possible to put the 

vinyl sheathing in in front of the failed bulkhead, 

or are you -- are you talking about removing the 

failed bulkhead material and then sheathing?  

JOHN COSTELLO:  That would be probably a 

logic thought.  The DEC does not want you to take 

up waterfront property.  They don't -- not want to 

give up waterfront.  They will allow it, but the 

permit process is considerably longer, 

considerably.  And we do that, we had -- did that 

at Claudio's.  We went out in front of the existing 

dilapidated bulkheads, and we went out and they 

wanted to keep it within 18 inches.  We don't want 

you -- you can't, but I don't want to stop the 
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process.  I don't want to delay the permit process, 

because this was originally the Village of 

Greenport, dangerous, and I don't want that.  But 

that would be logical, to go out a few inches 

ahead.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  That's not the strategy in 

this particular case?  

JOHN COSTELLO:  Yeah, yeah, that would be, 

that would be.  That would be, but I don't know, 

that would be a little bit on the smart side, and I 

don't want to pretend to be that.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Thank you.  

JOHN COSTELLO:  Anybody?  Any other Board 

Members.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Anybody else have questions?  

(No Response) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you, Mr. Costello.  

JOHN SALADINO:  I have a question.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, please, sir.  

JOHN SALADINO:  John, John Saladino, Sixth 

Street.  In the interest of full disclosure, I'm a 

member of the CAC, I'm part of the people that made 

this recommendation to the Board.  

Without getting into the history, or 

tradition, or logistic -- well, logistics a little 
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bit, the property -- the bulkhead -- one of the 

bulkheads in question has already been excavated. 

There'd no containment, the soil is onsite.  By the 

applicant's own admission, the soil is probably 

contaminated.  His own admission, the soil's 

probably contaminated.  

Nobody on the CAC is looking to put Greenport 

Shipyard out of business, but New York State Law 

says if soil is uncertified, unclassified, 

uncertified, uncertified, unclassified, whatever 

the word is, you can't put it back in the ground 

until it's tested.  That's New York State Law.  I 

believe it's 375, Article 375.  You guys can look 

it up if you want.  

The work was done without a permit.  The 

property, part of the project's been excavated.  

The soil is on the property.  There's no 

containment, there's no containment booms.  By 

direct contamination, suspended sedimentation, 

whatever is in that soil is going into the 

watercourse.  

We're all environmentally sensitive here.  

Everybody thinks we should -- previously, as -- and 

before we get into previously, as far as the 

bulkhead, nobody's got a problem with vinyl 
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bulkhead, the CAC has absolutely no problem with a 

vinyl bulkhead.  I'm not quite sure if it's water 

tight, you know, but I'll take the dock-builder's 

word for it.  The problem the CAC has is the 

disturbance area behind the bulkhead.  

To install a new bulkhead, you have an 

8-foot, 10-foot, 6-foot disturbance area behind the 

bulkhead, and you go down as far as the tie rods 

or -- I don't know, 6 feet, 7 feet.  There's a 

dock-builder here, you can ask him at the next 

public hearing.  

We're talking hundreds, maybe thousand cubic 

yards of soil that's uncertified.  That soil comes 

out, the old bulkhead comes out, and the new 

bulkhead goes in.  The dock-builder's contention 

is, "Well, we'll just put the old soil back in."  

By New York State Law you can't do that unless it's 

certified.  I believe there's four steps, the 

highest is residential and the lowest is 

industrial, I think, but it has to be decided 

what's exactly in that soil.  

Years ago, I submitted a report from the 

U.S. Navy to this Board -- well, to the Village 

Board about remediation to the shipyard.  Again, by 

the applicant's own admission, the soil is probably 
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contaminated.  The Navy says any shipyard, the soil 

is contaminated.  This ship yard's been existence 

since 1850, 1840, 1870.  Best practice would be to 

test the soil.  That's all we ask for, test the 

soil, heavy metals, VVOCs, VOCs, pesticides.  I'll 

ask the Board.  Is that what you want in the 

watercourse?  Is that what you want in the 

watercourse?  

The second question I have here, is Greenport 

Shipyard too big to fail?  Are they too big to 

comply with the laws of the Village?  I mean, we're 

not asking for much.  And to say that the cost of 

testing is catastrophic, I priced it.  Depending on 

how many feet, for every thousand yards of soil 

that's excavated, they need one test site, and then 

the price of actually testing that soil.  It's not 

like you got to drill 37, or 50, or 100 test wells.  

Every thousand cubic feet is one test.  We're not 

talking about catastrophic, to quote them, amounts 

of money to do this testing.  

We made our recommendation.  You heard what I 

have to say, you heard what the applicant have to 

say.  It's up to you now.  Now you guys have to 

decide if this is best practice, or if we're going 

to, like the last time this happened without a 
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permit -- and let me remind you that the excavation 

that's done there now is without a permit.  So to 

say that, "Well, it was an emergency," you have to 

prove that to somebody.  You can't bring up the -- 

and say, "Listen, I got an emergency here, I got to 

excavate 50, or 100, 150 of bulkhead."  You can't 

do that, your own code says you can't do that.  

So, I mean, either we're going to take it 

serious or we're not.  Thank you.  Thanks for 

listening.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  If you could just hold on for 

a moment, if anybody on the Board has any questions 

for Mr. Saladino.  No?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  No.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you, sir.  

JOHN COSTELLO:  Could I make one more 

statement?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes.  If you just mind 

repeating your name and address for the record, 

please.  

JOHN COSTELLO:  Again, my name is still 

John A. Costello, and I am the president and the 

owner of Costello Marine Contracting.  I'm just 

telling you, when we remove soil off site, I'm 

going to show the Board, this is typically the 
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testing, that's all.  One, two, three, and it goes 

up to Page 8 of testings that had to be done.  

That's because you know why?  We removed the soil 

from the site, we had to truck it out and we had to 

have it tested.  But there's eight pages of 

testing, and it took us three months to get it 

done, to get it done and get the report back that, 

oh, there's -- it's got some contaminants in it, 

but they're permissible levels.  And I tell you, 

it's not an easy process.  And if the Village wants 

to do it, set your criteria up when you do the 

water laws, waterfront laws.  I mean, set it up so 

anybody can follow it, A, B or C.  It would be 

appreciated.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  Would anybody 

from the public like to speak?  Yes, Mr. Clarke.  

STEVEN CLARKE:  Steven Clarke, 139 Fourth 

Street, Greenport.  I just want to clarify.  Maybe 

I don't need to, but there's nothing, none of it, 

anything that's being done, any of the work that 

Costello Marine or any of the other people working 

with him, not a -- not a pail full, not a shovel 

full, none of that is being removed from the 

shipyard.  It's just being pulled back away so that 

this plastic bulkheading can be placed.  
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And that plastic bulkhead is impervious to 

being -- nothing, no liquid, no materials go 

through that vinyl, whatever you call it, the -- I 

call it plastic bulkheading.  And I've got hundreds 

of feet of it that's already been done by 

Mr. Costello's brother and by his son.  It's for 

you to take a look at down at the shipyard if you 

want to see what it looks like.  And that's all 

we're suggesting, is to -- is to finish what 

Mr. Costello started, unfortunately without a 

permit, to finish up what -- what he started once 

you all approve it.  Obviously, we're not doing 

anything without -- without the permits that will 

allow him to go ahead and finish this.  

But the -- anything that gets removed is just 

pulled back away, except for -- and you've got -- 

you've got the same problem at Mitchell Park.  What 

is leaving the site is 75 or 80-year-old tongue and 

groove creosote bulkheading, and probably a couple 

of steel rods -- not a couple, probably 30 or 40 

steel rods that are -- that have rusted out, the 

tie rods.  And there are also some pilings that are 

creosote pilings.  They will definitely leave the 

shipyard, and they will be taken care of the way 

they're supposed to be taken care of.  But the 
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soil, the soil that Mr. Saladino has made reference 

to is all staying on the property and will go right 

back, right back where it's been.  

You've got exactly the same project over here 

at Mitchell Park, when you can get to it, and 

you're not going to get to it tomorrow.  You've got 

the same problem I've got.  You've got -- you've 

got money, as well as time, to put the whole 

project together.  But when you get to Mitchell 

Park, you've got stuff that's got to leave the 

park, and you've got everything behind the 

bulkheads that's going to be pulled out of the way.  

And after -- and I don't know, but I assume you'll 

be putting vinyl bulkheading in.  I can give you 

the name of the contractor, the supplier, and the 

number and data on this to give you the absolute 

best bulkheading that you could get.  And once that 

goes in there, then the soil that's been pulled 

back away from it over at Mitchell Park would be 

put right up against it.  

And as far as Mitchell Park goes, at one 

time -- at one time, I think there were 23 marine 

railways in the Village of Greenport.  Several of 

them were at Mitchell Park.  So when we talk about 

contaminated soil, I think the attitude to take is 
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to keep it where it is.  I see absolutely no 

reason, when you do Mitchell Park, to have a -- to 

make a catastrophic case out of it.  You do the job 

and you put the -- put the soil right back on it 

again, and you grow grass on it again, the same 

way, the same way that you got it.  

The Village -- Greenport Yacht & Ship 

Building is basically just taking the soil, the 

dirt, whatever is in back of these aging tongue and 

groove creosote piles with their creosote 

sheathing, together with the creosote piles and a 

bunch of worn out tie rods, and pulling all that 

stuff back, putting in a new vinyl bulkhead, and 

putting everything back up against the bulkhead 

with new tie rods.  And the existing creosote and 

steel will be disposed of in accordance with what 

Mr. Costello, obviously, has spent a lifetime 

getting rid of this stuff.  I don't know where it 

goes.  Wherever it goes is the same place you've 

got the problem with the -- with the CCA bulkhead 

over at Mitchell Park.  And it's the same problem, 

all of it there on the waterfront, and there are 

many, many, many waterfront owners in the Village 

of Greenport within the Incorporated Village, and 

each of us have the same problem.  
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I just have -- I mean, this is just coming up 

now, and, obviously, this is no small project, this 

is one of the bigger projects that I've had.  But I 

would invite anybody to come down to Greenport 

Yacht & Ship Building to see existing vinyl 

bulkheads that have been done in the past, and can 

see what we're doing with what is -- with what is 

part of this proposal.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you, sir.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Mayor, I just have -- 

John.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  John, I just have one 

question.  You mentioned the eight places -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Saladino or Costello?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  No, no, I'm sorry, John 

Costello.  I'm sorry.  You mentioned eight, you had 

that paperwork for eight, eight items that were 

disposed of that were tested.  

JOHN COSTELLO:  Yes.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Was that another project, 

or was that from Steve's?  

JOHN COSTELLO:  No, not for Steve.  It never 

tested, the DEC did not require it.  But other jobs 

where I had to remove the material off site, and 
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there's a possibility that you will do that at 

Mitchell Park, possibly.  I don't know.  You might 

be able to store it, but you wouldn't -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  No, I'm not talking about 

Mitchell Park.  What I'm asking, you stated that 

you had testing done for eight different sites.  

You know, you had a piece of paper there that for 

eight different areas, or something that was taken 

away to a site.  

JOHN COSTELLO:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Was that from Steve's, or 

was that from another project?  

JOHN COSTELLO:  No, it was -- none of it from 

Steve's.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  That's what I 

wanted to know.  

JOHN COSTELLO:  No, none of it.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  

JOHN COSTELLO:  I couldn't tell you the site 

without an attorney.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Well, no, because -- no, 

no, I don't want it, but it would have -- it would 

have been tested, so I'm assuming you would have 

had soil in with all of that stuff, as well as the 

bulkheading and whatever.  That's what I was 
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reaching for.  

JOHN COSTELLO:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay?  All right.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you, sir.  Unless 

anybody from the public or the Board -- yes, 

please, if you could state your name and address 

for the record, please.  

PRISCILLA JOHNSON:  Priscilla Johnson, 

130 Ludlam Place in Greenport.  I -- this is a 

little bit confusing, but the things is I really 

just feel like Steve Clarke and John Costello are 

two of our extremely important waterfront business 

gentlemen who have been here for a long time and 

know a lot about what they're doing.  And I think 

that Mr. Pallas and Mr. Saladino made some very 

good points, and, definitely, people shouldn't be 

doing excavations without the proper permitting, 

but it is so confusing about four different DECs, 

and then CACs, and some give permission and some 

don't.  

But the question that stays in my mind is 

that Mr. Saladino talks about you just need to get 

this stuff tested.  But what if, when you test it, 

it does prove to be toxic, noxious, too many parts 

per whatever, and then it does have to be removed?  
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I mean, it's not -- you can't just say you need to 

do the testing, that's not really the point.  The 

point is once you have the testing, what -- what 

are the parameters around the testing, and what 

happens then?  

I would like to see these bulkheads, you 

know, fixed.  I'd like them to be permitted 

properly and everything to be good, and I certainly 

don't want any toxins going more in our waterways 

than are absolutely necessary.  But -- but you 

really have come up with a -- something that I 

don't -- I don't see an easy solution to without 

knowing more about the testing, and what it -- what 

it's going to prove, or what it -- whether it's 

really necessary.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Thanks, Poppy.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  Anybody else from 

the public?  

SHEILA CROWLEY:  (Raised Hand). 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, please, if you'd would 

to go to the podium?  

SHEILA CROWLEY:  My name is Sheila Crowley, 

219 Monsell Place.  And I'm a little nervous, 

because I don't come here as often.  But I was just 

curious, because this working waterfront, right, 
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this whole movement that this new Board, and 

partially new Board, has been talking about, and 

getting me very excited about.  I wonder, property 

owners who have inherited, right, World War I, II, 

you know, materials, whatever, is there some 

thinking that -- you had mentioned, you know, the 

Federal Government will help with Mitchell Park, 

that makes sense, municipal.  But maybe there's an 

opportunity to say, you know, this is going to be 

ongoing.  There are going to be other people who 

need bulkhead, right, help?  Is there something to 

be said for -- can we think about funding that will 

support, for example, if this does goes through, 

and he has to, you know, incur inordinate expenses 

to remediate it, is there some thinking about 

getting some funding that would help any private 

homeowner in the same -- or commercial owner, some 

support to work through, right, this pretty large, 

seemingly large challenge?  Just a thought.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

SHEILA CROWLEY:  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Would anybody else from the 

public like to speak?  

(No Response) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  With that, unless the Board 
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has anything else, I'd like to make a motion to 

close the public hearing on this, and we'll discuss 

it further at work session.  May I have a second?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I'll second it.

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  Thank you both.  

Up next, we have a public hearing regarding 

the Wetlands Permit Application submitted by Robert 

E. Herrmann, Coastal Management Specialist of 

En-Consultants of Stirling Cove Condominium on 

behalf of Robert Ward, President for the property 

at 49 Stirling Cove (property located at the 

eastern end of Central Avenue), Greenport, 

New York, 11944 to perform the following work:

On the west side of the boat basin, remove 

and replace (in-place) ± 140 feet if timber 

bulkhead with vinyl bulkhead, install 3' x 20' 

aluminum ramp, 6 x 20' float, and 4'x 105' floating 

dock, and remove and replace (5) ramps and floats 

with (4) individual 3' x 24' finger floats and (1) 
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individual 3' x 21' finger float; on the south side 

of boat basin, remove a ± 60' and ± 70' sections of 

bulkhead, excavate ± 440 square feet upland area to 

a depth of -4' MLW (remove ± 150 cubic yards of 

soil), and construct 100 -- ± 130' Vinyl bulkhead 

(up to 7 feet landward); on the east side of the 

boat basin, remove and replace (in-place) ± 125 

timber bulkhead with -- I assume that's 125 feet 

timber bulkhead with vinyl bulkhead.  Install a 

3' x 20' aluminum ramp, 6' x 20' float, and a 

4' x 102' floating dock, and remove and replace (5) 

individual ramps and floats with (4) individual 

3' x 24' finger floats and (1) individual 3' x 21' 

finger float; on the east side of channel, remove 

and replace (in-place) ± 111 foot section of timber 

bulkhead with vinyl bulkhead, and install a  

4' x 32' float; at the entrance to the channel, 

remove (2) individual ± 1O' sections of bulkhead, 

excavate ± 50 square feet of upland area to a depth 

of -4 -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Mean Low Water. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Mean Low Water (remove ± 20 

cubic yards of soil), and construct (1) individual 

± 10' section of bulkhead (up to 7 feet landward, 

to create chamfered corner); remove and replace 
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(in-place) ± 10' section of harborside bulkhead; 

incidentally dredge ± 4,326 square foot area within 

10 feet of the reconstructed bulkheading to a 

maximum depth of less -- -4' Mean Low Water, and 

use approximately 175 cubic yards of spoil as 

backfill; and replace existing asphalt within ± 20' 

wide disturbance area landward of reconstructed 

bulkheading, all as depicted in the project plan 

prepared by En-Consultants, dated February 26, 

2023, last revised April 24th, 2023.  

State your name and address for the record, 

please.  

ROB HERRMANN:  Good evening.  Rob Herrmann of 

En-Consultants, 1319 North Sea Road, Southampton, 

New York, 11968.  I am the agent for the applicant, 

Stirling Cove Condominium.  And Ian Crowley of 

Crowley Marine Dockbuilding is also here.  He is 

the contractor for the project.

Work that's being done here is actually a lot 

simpler than that project description makes it 

sound.  So this is the private basin for Stirling 

Cove Condominium, which is labeled here Rackets 

Basin on the survey.  And, basically, the work 

is -- that's being performed has kind of two 

components, all of which is really maintenance, 
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which is why we're here in front of you tonight.  

So the entire -- the bulkhead that rims the 

entire perimeter here of the basin is being removed 

in place, with two exceptions.  This section of 

bulkhead that runs here kind of angles into the 

basin a little bit.  So if you look at the project 

plan that was submitted with the application, you 

can see that the new bulkhead here will actually be 

pulled back more into the upland than the existing 

angle that's -- there's two angled sections of 

bulkhead that form like a very oblique "V", and 

there will be just a straight section of bulkhead 

there.  And then out at the inlet, where you get 

out into Greenport Harbor, you can see this section 

of bulkhead kind of angles toward the other side of 

the channel a little bit.  So they're doing a 

similar thing here, where they're actually removing 

a little "V" shaped section here.  So, basically, 

replacing existing upland waterway.  So there's 

nothing that's encroaching out onto the waterway.  

The two changes here are pulling, are pulling away.  

The other aspect of the project has to do 

with the existing docks and slips.  Number of slips 

don't change, the number of docks don't change.  

The difference is right now every single dockage 
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spot has a ramp that is hinged onto the top of the 

bulkhead and slopes down onto a 5-foot wide float.  

Whereas the proposal here is to create a float that 

will ride along the side of the bulkhead, have two 

distinct points of access here, so, in other words, 

two ramps instead of 10.  And then you get down to 

a float, and instead of having these 5-foot-wide 

floats that you walk onto from a ramp, they're just 

3-foot finger floats that would have a boat dock on 

each side.  

So, essentially, the marina, as the crow 

flies, still ends up looking the same, but you've 

got two sections of bulkhead that are straightened 

out, create a little bit more waterway.  And you 

end up with the same number of dockage facilities 

and slips, just a little more fishing and easier 

access that removes the ramps and replaces it with 

a completely floating dock style of access.  

The area adjacent to the bulkheading, as you 

describe, will be what the State DEC refers to as 

incidentally dredged to a 4-foot depth, and that's 

just really from the idea that over time these 

bulkheads, as they deteriorate, do naturally lose 

upland material into the waterway.  So when you're 

replacing the bulkhead, you're allowed to recover 
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that material and place it back behind the 

bulkhead.  

I would hate to get back into any sort of 

conversation that just occurred, but, for the 

record, all of the spoil materials that are coming 

from that incidental dredging will remain onsite, 

they get used as backfill behind the bulkhead.  

And that's really about all of it.  I don't 

know, Ian, if you think I didn't cover anything.  

But if the Board has any questions, I'm happy to 

address them.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Before the Board asks some 

questions, Paul, would you reiterate for the public 

the position of the CAC on this?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Yeah.  The CAC met on 

this, on this application with the -- with the 

contractor and we didn't -- we didn't have any, we 

don't have any recommended conditions for this 

project.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I find that amazing, since 

it used to Sweet's Shipyard.  It used to be a 

shipyard, so I find that amazing that we're not 

going on its history, unless it was cleared when 

the original condominiums were put in and the 
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bulkhead was put in there.  Is that -- how old is 

that bulkhead in Rackets shipyard -- I mean, in 

Rackets Basin?  

ROB HERRMANN:  Do you have any idea, Ian.  

IAN CROWLEY:  Probably back in the '80s.  

ROB HERRMANN:  From the '80s.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  That's when they built those 

condos.   

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Was it tested in the '80s?  

ROB HERRMANN:  I have no idea.  

JOHN SALADINO:  I do.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Well, I'm asking the 

question, because I think, you know, we asked it 

from -- we asked it from the previous applicant, 

and this condominium complex used to be Sweet's 

Shipyard.  It used to have a railway.  

ROB HERRMANN:  Right.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  It used to have -- 

ROB HERRMANN:  Well, I have never really 

heard a debate and conversation over something 

that's really pretty simple made as complicated as 

it probably seemed to everyone, so I'll give you my 

take on it quickly.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  That's great.  Thank you.  

ROB HERRMANN:  So what one of the gentlemen 
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was talking about is there is a division within the 

New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation, its Division of Solid and Hazardous 

Waste.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Correct.  

ROB HERRMANN:  So when you dredge, if you 

take those dredge spoils and you take them off site 

to someplace that's out of this DEC's tidal 

wetlands jurisdiction, then you are required, in 

most cases, to gain approval from the Division of 

Solid and Hazardous Waste, and required with that 

approval in most cases is sediment sampling and 

testing.  But, again, to be clear, this is when you 

are talking about in-water bottom sediment that is 

being dredged, disturbed, picked up and taken 

somewhere else.  

The conversation that was occurring in the 

prior hearing seemed to have to do with upland 

soils that are located behind the bulkhead.  I have 

never -- I mean, I haven't been around as long as 

John Costello has, but the 30 years that I've been 

doing environmental permitting, I had never in my 

life heard the idea that upland soils located 

behind the bulkhead that are being pulled back, as 

is required by the DEC before removal of the 
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bulkhead begins, that before that material would be 

pushed back to the bulkhead would be tested.  There 

is no such requirement in connection with these 

New York State DEC tidal wetlands permit 

applications.  Again, that requirement absolutely 

exists with dredged spoil that's being taken off 

site.  

Now, if you have dredge spoil that is being 

retained onsite and used as backfill, so, in other 

words, if this is the bulkhead, you're picking up 

material here and literally putting it here, there 

is no requirement for testing, never has been and 

there isn't.  So that's why in -- I would presume 

in the case of the prior hearing, what John 

Costello was stating was that there was no 

requirement for testing.  The same thing here.  

There was no requirement for testing by the State.  

If we propose to take the in-water spoils somewhere 

elsewhere where it might be repurposed for a 

playground, or a baseball field, or something like 

that -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  That has to be tested.  

ROB HERRMANN:  -- absolutely, we would be 

required to do that.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  
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ROB HERRMANN:  So that's what I can tell you 

about how that -- how that works.  It's really not 

as complicated as it was sort of coming across with 

that.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Thank you, Mr. Herrmann, I 

really appreciate that.  

ROB HERRMANN:  You're welcome.   

MAYOR STUESSI:  When do you anticipate 

starting this project, and how long do you 

anticipate it to take place -- 

ROB HERRMANN:  The project -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- before it's finished?  

ROB HERRMANN:  The project would hopefully 

start this Fall.  I don't know.  Ian, how many 

months would you say?  

IAN CROWLEY:  October 1st, probably four 

months.  

ROB HERRMANN:  October 1st, four months more 

or less, so it would occur basically during the 

winter.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Anybody else from the Board?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  No.  I mean, the description 

of the project is so totally thorough that I 

understand.  Guys, good job.  

ROB HERRMANN:  Great, thank you.  
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TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Do you ever find a case 

where the underwater spoils from the incidental 

dredging cannot be used as backfill?  

ROB HERRMANN:  So, again, if the material 

is -- from the incidental dredging is being 

retained onsite as backfill, it's not being 

required to be tested.  If you were on a creek, or 

something like that, where you had material that 

was, you know, really fine, muddy, mucky, silty 

material, if that's what you're asking, maybe 

material like that might not actually be usable.  

In that case, if you were going to truck it away 

outside tidal wetlands jurisdiction, instead of 

using it as backfill, there again triggers that 

testing requirement.  And the DEC even puts those 

conditions right into their permits, that even if 

you're proposing to use it as backfill, they will 

sometimes include a condition that if that changes 

and the material is going to be taken off site, you 

can't just do that.  You can't just decide 

mid-stream, well, you know, we're not, we're not -- 

we're going to take it away.  You would have to go 

back to the Division of Solid and Hazardous Waste.  

The enforcement of this really started, I 

would say, 15 to 20 years ago, because what started 
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that, there was somebody someplace who took 

material from one of these sites and then just 

dumped it somewhere it wasn't supposed to be.  And 

it's because people used to say, well, we're going 

it take the material and move it off and truck it 

to, you know, some -- someplace off site, which is 

fine, if a contractor is taking it back to their 

yard, or to be reused in another job, or something 

like that.  But at some point somebody did 

something stupid with it.  And I remember, it was 

when Karen Graulich was at the DEC, they started 

talking about the fact that, no, you can't just do 

that.  You have to actually go to the Division of 

Solid and Hazardous Waste, and they started getting 

much more meticulous about putting that requirement 

into the permits.  

And it is, it's an expensive testing process, 

and it's burdensome, because there's really no 

place you can take the contaminated spoil, and 

that's really what the problem is.  Like I don't -- 

I can't really think of a time in over 20 years 

that we've dealt with a contaminated spoil site, 

but there was like one site in the Town of 

Brookhaven who would take it.  

So most dredge projects -- this is not a 
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dredge project, this is incidental dredging in 

connection with a bulkhead.  But most dredge 

projects I have been associated with, the goal is 

to try to find someplace onsite within tidal 

wetlands jurisdiction that the material is going to 

be repurposed, just because if the material is not 

reusable, it becomes very difficult to find someone 

who will take it, because it can't be reused.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Does the permit, the DEC 

permit conditions for this project, do they 

contemplate this idea, that if the soil -- if the 

incidental dredging, underwater soil is not 

suitable, you then have to get further permission -- 

ROB HERRMANN:  I would have to look in the -- 

I would have to look in the special condition of 

the permit.  I don't know if they put that into 

this permit or not.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Are you anticipating that 

the soil is mostly sandy soils, and that they would 

be structurally suitable to put under -- 

IAN CROWLEY:  I think most of it is probably 

fill from -- 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Excuse me.  Yeah, you have 

to state your name.  

ROB HERRMANN:  Yeah, Ian, why don't you speak 
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to that.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  State your name, please.  

IAN CROWLEY:  Ian Crowley, on behalf of the 

condos, Stirling Cove Condos. 

I would think most of it that's adjacent to 

the bulkhead is probably fill that -- clean fill 

that they put in over the years, because they've 

got a substantial amount of subsidence behind the 

bulkhead.  The bulkhead is shot, CCA bulkhead is 

shot, but what it is, I'm not sure.  But like he -- 

what Rob said, if it's going to stay onsite, 

generally speaking, they don't -- there's no review 

of it.  If you're going to truck it somewhere -- 

and the place in Brookhaven, I think, takes up to a 

certain level of contamination.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  It has to go to 

Pennsylvania somewhere.  

IAN CROWLEY:  It's got to go like Jersey or 

Pennsylvania, and it is remarkably expensive to get 

rid of.  We looked at a piece of property in 

Cutchogue that had like 1,000 cubic yards of -- 

Mary Bess, may know where I'm talking about, and 

the remediation was like 780,000, and this is seven 

years ago. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yep.  
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IAN CROWLEY:  $780,000.  So it was like 

$1,000 a yard to get rid of it.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Could you walk us through 

the construction sequence for the bulkhead 

replacement?  

IAN CROWLEY:  If -- well, John had described, 

with this, we have a little bit more room, but it 

would be excavating.  And the DEC permit says prior 

to the removal of the bulkhead, the soil behind the 

bulkhead has to be completely excavated, and put to 

not re-enter the waterway.  And then you take out 

the bulkhead, put the new bulkhead in, new back in, 

and then put the backfill back in.  After that has 

settled, from the barge, you just clean up in the 

10-foot, because you lose a significant amount of 

soil during construction.  You can only dig down 

about low water.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  You'd be stockpiling the 

materials temporarily onsite?  

IAN CROWLEY:  Onsite, yeah, behind the -- 

behind the excavation in the parking lot area.  

Again, it's days that it's up, it's not weeks that 

it's up.  You know, you do a 100-foot section, you 

have to it up for a couple of days, it goes right 

back in the hole.  
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TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  And how long do you think 

the project takes?  

IAN CROWLEY:  Well, with the floats and 

everything, I'm going to probably be there about 

four months.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  Aside from the 

floats, the bulkheading project.  

IAN CROWLEY:  We can build about 20 foot of 

bulkhead a day.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  I don't remember.  

IAN CROWLEY:  When I'm there.  

(Laughter) 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  There's a couple of hundred 

feet?  

IAN CROWLEY:  Yeah.  When I'm not there, 

about eight.  

(Laughter) 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  All right.  What's the math 

on that, though?  

IAN CROWLEY:  (Laughter).  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  You're talking about two 

months, or something like that?  

IAN CROWLEY:  Yeah, it's at least -- yeah, 

it's probably two months of bulkhead.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  
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IAN CROWLEY:  Maybe a -- maybe a little bit.  

more.  And it's also, we're getting -- going to be 

getting into the winter, it's hard to say.  We've 

been getting great weather and have been very 

productive in the winter, but sometimes you're on 

the water, it gets pretty cruddy.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Thank you. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yeah, slightly.  

IAN CROWLEY:  Yeah.  

(Laughter)   

MAYOR STUESSI:  Any other questions for the 

gentlemen?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  No.  

ROB HERRMANN:  Let me just finish responding 

to that question.  Ian, do you have that PDF again?  

I remember what happened with this.  We had 

submitted it before, like right before we got the 

DEC permit, and I don't think we forwarded it to 

Paul.  

So, just for the record, I had asked Paul 

Pallas for a copy of the DEC permit that we 

submitted with our application, and I realize we 

didn't submit a copy of the DEC permit with the 

application, because when we submitted it, we were 

anticipating receiving it shortly thereafter, which 
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we did, but then we apparently forgot to send you 

the copy of the permit.  So I need to double-check 

that to make sure that -- to make sure that you 

have it.  

But to answer the Trustee's question, Special 

Condition No. 16 reads, "Dredging is to remain 

onsite/within wetland.  Dredge material approved to 

remain onsite and/or within the New York State DEC 

tidal wetlands jurisdiction shall be retained so as 

not to enter any" -- "re-enter any water body, 

tidal wetlands or protected buffer areas.  Offsite 

upland disposal of dredge material beyond New York 

State DEC tidal wetland jurisdiction requires the 

additional guidance of the Division of Materials 

Management," and they provide a phone number, "and 

is not covered by this permit."  So the answer to 

your question is yes, they do put that restriction 

on this permit.  So if Ian went out there and 

decided "Oh, I don't want to use this as backfill 

anymore, we're going to truck it away," you can't.  

IAN CROWLEY:  But you could get permission 

without testing to truck it to another DEC site -- 

ROB HERRMANN:  Correct. 

IAN CROWLEY:  -- jurisdiction site.  So if I 

had to backfill a bulkhead on the Sound in 
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Southold, I could take it from there to Southold 

with their blessing without testing.  

ROB HERRMANN:  I didn't want to add that 

layer of complication, but that's correct.  As 

long -- 

(Laughter)   

IAN CROWLEY:  As long as it stays in their 

jurisdiction, they're fine with it.  They don't 

want it going up where it's going to go into like  

a water source or something like that.  

ROB HERRMANN:  Right.  

IAN CROWLEY:  They want it in their 

jurisdiction.  

ROB HERRMANN:  If somebody else had a permit 

to receive fill, this permit could be slated to 

move that fill to some other permitted site without 

Division of Solid Waste involvement, because it 

would be within the tidal wetlands people's -- but 

that's beyond the scope of what's happening here.  

IAN CROWLEY:  And I only mention that, 

because I'm sure you guys are going to be doing 

some legislating soon, wetlands code, I would 

think.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Mr. Herrmann, did you say 

earlier that in your career, 20, 30 years, that you 
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did not work on a project where the spoils were 

trucked, to not -- 

ROB HERRMANN:  No.  What I was talking about 

was I've never seen an instance where material that 

is presently -- like, again, if this is the 

bulkhead and you all are the bay, and I'm the 

upland, where material was pulled back away from 

the bulkhead, that that material would ever need to 

be tested before it could be placed back behind the 

bulkhead.  

All of these regulations that relate to 

sediment testing is in-water bottom sediment, it's 

spoil, it's not upland material.  I'm sure there 

are other certification requirements in New York 

State and beyond for what materials can be used, or 

added, or removed, or whatever from a site, that's 

beyond the scope of my career.  

In terms of -- in terms of uplands, upland 

soils that are behind the bulkhead, there's no 

testing requirement ever that I've ever been aware 

of that requires that material to be tested before 

it stays right where it was taken from.  

Again, if we're talking about in-water spoils 

that are dredged, that's different.  That's where 

you have to keep it onsite, and if you move it 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Regular Session 7/27/23  67

elsewhere, then you have to have it tested.  And 

that's what I was explaining to you, and that's 

what this special condition of this permit 

requires.  

And that -- I mean, it was a good question 

you ask, because I assume that condition, they're 

now probably putting that on all of these types of 

permits -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  It isn't.  It isn't.  

ROB HERRMANN:  -- because we're making a 

representation on this permit -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  It isn't -- 

ROB HERRMANN:  -- that that spoil that's 

coming out of the water that he's going to dredge, 

that he's not taking somewhere else.  So they're 

putting in a condition that says this is what 

you're representing.  If you veer off course, you 

can't do that without contacting Division of Solid 

Waste.  And the reason they do that is because they 

don't have jurisdiction over it.  

So it got a little more complicated than it 

really is about being four different DECs.  It's 

all the same DEC, its just different divisions 

within that agency.  So if Ian took that material 

and drove it to Pennsylvania and dumped it in a 
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forest, the New York State Tidal Wetlands people -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Have no choice.  

ROB HERRMANN:  -- don't have any jurisdiction 

over that, they don't have any say.  But the 

Division of Solid Waste does have jurisdiction over 

Ian taking that material and taking it somewhere 

else.  And that's why the tidal wetlands people put 

in their permit, "You need to call this other 

division if you try to do something like that."  I 

hope that simplifies it a little bit.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes.  Thank you very much.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  That was very helpful.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Thank you very much, I 

appreciate it.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Thank you.   

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I enjoyed the education.  

ROB HERRMANN:  You're welcome.   

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I have two other questions.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  For them?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  No.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  For them.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah, sure.  You can go ahead 

and be seated.  

ROB HERRMANN:  Thank you.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  You want to ask yours, or 

instead of any public questions?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Yeah.  My question, first 

question is for the -- our Attorney.  In the case 

of the condominium, how does this Board manage 

their conflict of interest responsibilities?  

Because the applicant is the co-op -- the 

condominium president.  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  Again, it's the same 

requirements, that you only -- the only requirement 

under the General Municipal Law is that one, one 

person sign a disclosure affidavit.  It is 

preferable, as we were speaking of before, that you 

require the Board.  In this instance, where you 

have an HOA board, rather than an LLC, as we were 

talking about before, it's preferable that you have 

the names of the Board Members and have the Board 

Members sign that same affidavit disclosing whether 

they have an interest or not.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Would you recommend that we 

do that going forward, or do you recommend we do 

that for this application?  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  Going forward.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Going forward.  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  This application has been 
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submitted.  I would recommend you do it going 

forward.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Thank you.  And then my 

other question is for Mr. Pallas.  Same questions 

as before, SEQRA status on this?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Same question, same 

answer.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Same answer?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Yes.  It has not been 

determined yet.  It will be determined -- 

typically, we've done that at the stage of 

approval.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you.  

ROB HERRMANN:  I did have actually just one, 

one question for you, and whether it would be for 

Paul or the Attorney.  Typically, with Lead Agency 

status, that Lead Agency then would have to make a 

determination before the other agencies make a 

determination.  In this Village, we're required to 

obtain all of the other nonlocal permits before 

coming here.  So it doesn't -- the logic doesn't 

follow, to me, that the Village Board would want us 

to get all these other permits before we can come 

see you, but then you take Lead Agency status.  

That would be an unusual sequence of events.  So I 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Regular Session 7/27/23  71

don't know if Paul or the Attorney has an opinion 

on that.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  That microphone was passed 

over quickly.  

(Laughter) 

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  So this is a Type II 

Action, at least that's -- the DEC reviews it as a 

Type II Action.  So, ultimately, under SEQRA, there 

is not going to be any environmental review.  You 

do not have to worry about a coordinated review.  

Every agency that's involved from a SEQRA 

perspective can make their own determination and 

move forward.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  So in this case, it's not 

going to be a coordinated review.  Is Mr. Herrmann 

correct in saying that there is a -- seems to be a 

conflict between asking for the -- the Village 

asking for the other approvals first?  Does that 

prevent us from taking Lead Agent status?  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  No, no.  As I said, because 

it's a Type II, and there's no coordination amongst 

the other potential Lead Agencies, you have an 

obligation under SEQRA to do your own SEQRA 

processing -- 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I see.  
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ATTORNEY STOLAR:  -- of the application.  So 

you really don't have to -- you don't have to worry 

about who does what first.  

ROB HERRMANN:  It would be different if it 

were a Type I Action, then?  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  Correct. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Correct.  

ROB HERRMANN:  Okay.  Thank you for 

clarifying that.  I was just curious about it.  I 

think that worked. 

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  I would say -- I would say 

the DEC -- I was just looking at the permit.  DEC 

does classify this particular application, I 

believe most of the applications they have, as -- 

for wetland permits as Type II Actions.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Type II.  

ROB HERRMANN:  Yeah.  Okay, thank you.  Do 

you need -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  All right.  Thank you.  

ROB HERRMANN:  Did you need me for anything 

else?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  No, thank you.  Would anybody 

from the public like to speak on this?  Mr. Saladino.  

JOHN SALADINO:  John Saladino, Sixth Street.  

I would just like to explain to the Board why the 
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disparity in the recommendations with the CAC 

between the two projects.  

The shipyard, it was obvious why we -- to us, 

anyway, it was obvious why we recommended testing.  

With this project, while it was a shipyard years 

ago, since the '80s it became residential property.  

And the article that I quoted about the levels of 

classification of the soil, residential is at the 

top.  So if the property has homes built on it, and 

we're assuming in the -- whenever those condos were 

built, '80s?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  '80s.  

JOHN SALADINO:  '80s.  The law was in effect 

then, that the construction, the soil, the 

construction area was certified and it was 

certified as residential.  So we didn't see the 

need to ask for or recommend testing.  

As far as what the gentleman just said about 

properties with the upland portion of the soil 

being tested, I kind of remember Mitchell Park, 

that that soil was required by the State to be 

tested.  The upland portion was required to be 

tested, not just the dredging, the 

incidental dredging, the upland portion.  

The history of the shipyard in -- anyone that 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Regular Session 7/27/23  74

wants to think about it seriously, just the history 

of the shipyard would seem like testing the soil 

there that might leach back into the watercourse 

would be best practice.  Again, you guys do what 

you want.  But that's the reason for the -- for the 

disparity in the recommendation.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  You said -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  I appreciate that.  I was 

just -- 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Go ahead.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  I was just going to make a 

suggestion, that because we closed that last 

hearing, maybe we could ask Mr. Saladino to speak 

at our next work session in regards to this when 

we're still reviewing that one.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Sounds great.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  But if there's something 

you'd like to -- 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  It can wait.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you, sir.  

JOHN SALADINO:  You're welcome.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Anybody else from the public?  

(No Response) 
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MAYOR STUESSI:  With that, I'll make a motion 

to close the hearing on this.  May I have a second?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

 Motion carries.  

With that, we're going to move to our regular 

agenda.  Would the public like to speak in regards 

to any other matters this evening?  Gentleman in 

the back.  

JIM BALZARETTI:  Good evening.  My name is 

Jim Balzaretti, and I represent my son, who owns 

two properties on Wiggins Street, 401 and 407, and 

I'm here in regard to the red scarlet letter, as I 

call it.  

It's very unclear about two-family dwellings, 

where there is one long-term rental, and the 

short-term rental, as before was 14 days, as it 

stipulates right here.  And then on this portion of 

your letter, it says here, No. 2, in a two-family 

house, one unit may be rented short-term once in a 
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two-week period only.  I don't understand, which 

is it?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  By point of clarity, and 

we've reviewed this with our new Village Counsel, 

if it is a two-family house, and one half of the 

house is occupied full-time by either the owner 

or -- 

JIM BALZARETTI:  Or long-term tenant.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- a full-time tenant -- 

JIM BALZARETTI:  Right.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- the other half of the 

house can be rented for less than two weeks.  

JIM BALZARETTI:  Okay.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Period.  

JIM BALZARETTI:  Period.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes. 

JIM BALZARETTI:  Okay.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  You're very welcome.  

JIM BALZARETTI:  Okay.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Would anybody else from the 

public like to speak?  No?  

(No Response) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  All right.  With that, we 

will move on to our agenda, starting with our first 

resolution.  Lily, would you like to kick us off?  
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TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Sure.  

RESOLUTION #7-2023-1, RESOLUTION adopting the 

July, 2023 agenda as printed.  So moved.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  A second.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  You didn't have a second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Second.  I'm sorry, pardon me.  

(Laughter)   

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Go down to this end, is that 

how we're -- 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Yeah, your end.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Your end, Julia, go ahead.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  All in favor?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-2, 

RESOLUTION accepting the monthly reports of the 

Greenport Fire Department, Village Administrator, 

Village Treasurer, Village Deputy Clerk, Village 
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Attorney, Mayor and Board of Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

 Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-3, 

RESOLUTION ratifying the following, as approved at 

the work session meeting of the Village of 

Greenport Board of Trustees held on July 20th, 2023:

RESOLUTION hiring of Michael Elco, as a 

full-time Code Enforcement Officer for the Village 

of Greenport, at a pay rate of $25.00 per hour, 

effective August 3rd, 2023.  All health insurance 

and other full-time employment benefit provisions 

specified in the current contract between the 

Village of Greenport and CSEA Local 1000 apply to 

this hiring, as does the standard twenty-six week 

Suffolk County Civil Service probationary period.

WHEREAS, the Village is desirous of -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  No.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  No?  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  There's a typo here.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Yeah, so -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Let's finish it with that.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Let's finish there and 

we'll say so moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Anybody opposed?  

(No Response) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Motion carries.  Why don't we 

add this one on down to the end when we get to the 

bottom, since they are numbered sequentially.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Oh, so you're going to 

make it 07-2023 -- 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  25.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  25.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Let's move on.  Let's do No. 4.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  #07-2023-4, 

RESOLUTION approving the application for membership 

for Frank Ciriello, to the Rescue Squad Company of 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Regular Session 7/27/23  80

the Greenport Fire Department, as approved by the 

Greenport Fire Department Board of Wardens on 

July 19th, 2023.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION 

#7-2023-5, RESOLUTION approving the application for 

membership of Kristie Lutz Waller to the Rescue 

Squad Company of the Greenport Fire Department, as 

approved by the Greenport Fire Department Board of 

Wardens on July 19th, 2023.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  
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TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-6, 

RESOLUTION awarding the bid for the purchase of a 

2023 or Newer F450 or Equivalent Crew Cab Type I 

Ambulance for the Village of Greenport Fire 

Department to Proliner Rescue, per the bid opening 

on July 13th, 2023 at 3:21 p.m.; in the total 

amount of $496,382.00 and authorizing the Village 

of Greenport Fire Department and the Village of 

Greenport to enter into the corresponding contract 

for the purchase of a 2023 or Newer F450 or 

Equivalent Crew Cab Type I Ambulance with the 

Proliner Rescue.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-7, 

Resolution approving an increase in the hourly wage 

of Alex Bolanos, from $33.89 per hour to $36.00 per 

hour, effective July 26th, 2023 owing to the 

acquisition of substantial expertise in his area of 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Regular Session 7/27/23  82

work experience, per Article VII (Salaries and 

Compensation), Section 9 (b) - Merit Clause - of 

the collective bargaining agreement currently in 

force between the Village of Greenport and CSEA 

Local 1000.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-8, and 

I'm very, very pleased to read this resolution, 

RESOLUTION to appoint Adam Brautigam as Village 

Deputy Treasurer, and authorizing an initial wage 

increase to an annual salary of $56,375 effective 

July 26th, 2023, and further authorizing an annual 

salary increase to $60,375 effective November 29th, 

2023 following a satisfactory 4-month review, and 

providing all benefits pursuant to the Village 

Standard Management Contract passed July 28th, 

2008.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Congratulations.  

Congratulations, Adam.  Welcome to Village 

Management.  

(Laughter) 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  As he's hiding his head.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION 

#7-2023-9, Resolution approving an increase in the 

hourly wage of Margaret Devito, from $34.02 per 

hour to $37.00 per hour, effective July 26, 2023 

owing to the acquisition of substantial expertise 

in her area of work experience, per Article VII 

(Salaries and Compensation), Section 9 (b) - Merit 

Clause - of the collective bargaining agreement 

currently in force between the Village of Greenport 

and CSEA Local 1000.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.
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TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-10, 

Resolution approving an increase in the hourly wage 

of Michael Noone, from $23.58 per hour to $25.50 

per hour, effective July 26, 2023 owing to the 

assumption of additional duties, per Article VII 

(Salaries and Compensation), Section 9 (a) - Merit 

Clause - of the collective bargaining agreement 

currently in force between the Village of Greenport 

and CSEA Local 1000.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-11, 

RESOLUTION approving an annual salary increase for 

Village Deputy Clerk Jeanmarie Oddon to an annual 

salary of $69,750 effective July 26th, 2023.  So moved. 
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TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Congratulations, Jeanmarie.  

DEPUTY CLERK ODDON:  Thank you.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-12, 

RESOLUTION to fully transfer Stephen Rutkowski from 

the Village Highway Department to the Village Water 

Department as the Head of the Village Water 

Department and approving a wage increase to $33.40 

per hour effective July 26th, 2023, and further 

approving a wage increase to $36.00 per hour 

effective November 29th, 2023 following a 

satisfactory 4-month review, per Article VII 

(Salaries and Compensation), Section 9 (a) - Merit 

Clause - Of the collective bargaining agreement 

currently in force between the Village of Greenport 

and CSEA Local 1000.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.
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TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

The motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION 

#7-2023-13, Resolution approving an increase in the 

hourly wage of William Schulz, from $28.58 per hour 

to $32.00 per hour, effective July 26, 2023 owing 

to the acquisition of substantial expertise in his 

area of work experience, per Article VII (Salaries 

and Compensation), Section 9 (b) - Merit Clause - 

of the collective bargaining agreement currently in 

force between the Village of Greenport and CSEA 

Local 1000.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

 Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-14, 

Resolution approving an increase in the hourly wage 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Regular Session 7/27/23  87

of Tina Zilnicki, from $21.63 per hour to $23 -- 

I'm sorry, did I -- $21.63 cents per hour to $23.50 

per hour, effective July 26th, 2023 owing to the 

acquisition of substantial expertise in her area of 

work experience, per Article VII (Salaries and 

Compensation), Section 9 (b) - Merit Clause - of 

the collective bargaining agreement currently in 

force between the Village of Greenport and CSEA 

Local 1000.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #7-2023-15, 

RESOLUTION authorizing an increase in the hourly 

wage to $23.00 per hour for the following part-time 

Mitchell Park Marina employees; Steven Venuti, Juan 

Diaz, and Stephanie King, and authorizing an 

increase in the hourly wage to $20.00 per hour for 

part-time Mitchell Park Marina employee Everett 

Nichols.  So moved.  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Regular Session 7/27/23  88

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-16, 

RESOLUTION awarding the contract for the 

performance of contractor services to Fidele 

Construction Inc. the low bidder at a bid price

$93,000.00 of, per the bid opening on July 13, 

2023; and authorizing Mayor Stuessi to sign the 

resulting contract between the Village of Greenport 

and Fidele Construction Inc. 

And I'd like to add the wording, or amend it 

to read, "For the bathroom renovations at the 

firehouse," because that's what the bid was for.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.
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TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION 

#7-2023-17, RESOLUTION approving the contract 

between the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation and the 

Village of Greenport for the provision of a berth 

at the Rail Road Dock from August 1st, 2023 to 

August 14th, 2023 to include the provision of 

public visitation, educational tours and public 

sails as detailed on the agreement.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-18, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Treasurer Gaffga to perform 

attached Budget Amendment #5254 appropriating Sewer 

Fund Reserves for the purchase of a Sewer Pump for 

the Mini-Railroad, and requesting that Budget 

Amendment #5254 be included as part of the formal 
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meeting minutes of the July 27th, 2023 Regular 

Meeting Of the Board of Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #7-2023-19, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Treasurer Gaffga to perform 

attached Budget Amendment #5256 appropriating 

General Fund reserves to fund the rental of 

disposal containers for the disposal of street 

sweepings, and requesting that Budget Amendment 

#5256 be included as part of the formal meeting 

minutes of the July 27th, 2023 Regular Meeting of 

the Board of Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.
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MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-20, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Treasurer Gaffga to perform 

attached Budget Amendment #5257 appropriating 

General Fund reserves to fund the rental of a 

vac truck to clean out Village Street drains, and 

requesting that Budget Amendment #5257 be included 

as part of the formal meeting minutes of the 

July 27th, 2023 Regular Meeting of the Board of 

Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION 

#07-2023-21, RESOLUTION authorizing Treasurer 

Gaffga to perform attached Fiscal Year End 

2022-2023 Budget Transfer #5258 for the General 

Fund, and requesting that Budget Transfer #5258 be 

included as part of the formal meeting minutes of 
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the July 27th, 2023 Regular Meeting of the Board of 

Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion passes.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-22, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Treasurer Gaffga to perform 

attached Fiscal Year End 2022-2023 Budget Transfer 

#5260 for the Electric Fund, and requesting that 

Budget Transfer #5260 be included as part of the 

formal meeting minutes of the July 27th, 2023 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees.  

So moved.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 
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Motion passes.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-23, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Treasurer Gaffga to perform 

attached Fiscal Year End 2022-2023 Budget Transfer 

#5261 for the Water Fund, and requesting that 

Budget Transfer #5261 be included as part of the 

formal meeting minutes of the July 27th, 2023 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion passes.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-24, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Treasurer Gaffga to perform 

attached Fiscal Year End 2022-2023 Budget Transfer 

#5262 for the Sewer Fund, and requesting 

that Budget Transfer #5262 be included as part of 

the formal minutes -- formal meeting minutes of the 

July 27th, 2023 Regular Meeting of the Board of 

Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION 

#7-2023-25, RESOLUTION authorizing Treasurer Gaffga 

to perform attached Fiscal Year End 2022-2023 

Budget Transfer #5263 for the Fire Department, and 

requesting that Budget Transfer #5263 be included 

as part of the formal meeting minutes of the 

July 27th, 2023 Regular Meeting of the Board of 

Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion passes.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-26, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Treasurer Gaffga to perform 
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attached Budget Amendment #5268 appropriating Sewer 

Fund reserves to fund the parts and repair to the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant rotating perforated 

plate screen, and requesting that Budget Amendment 

#5268 be included as part of the formal meeting 

minutes of the July 27th, 2023 Regular Meeting of 

the Board of Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #7-2023-27, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Treasurer Gaffga to open a 

new Trust and Agency bank account for the purpose 

of collecting Camera Obscura Donations, and 

authorizing the creation of Village General Ledger 

Line Item TA.0200.116 for the recording of assets, 

and Village General Ledger Line Item TA.0600.116 

for the recording of the liabilities for the Camera 

Obscura Donations.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion passes.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-28, 

and apologize if I mess up his name, RESOLUTION 

ratifying the hiring of Jonathan Rogue Secaida as 

part-time seasonal Carousel Employee at an hourly 

rate of $15.00 per hour, effective June 29th, 2023.  

So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION 

#07-2023-29, RESOLUTION ratifying the hiring of 

Jocelyn Nayeli Secaida as a part-time seasonal 

Carousel Employee at an hourly rate of $15.00 per 
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hour, effective June 29th, 2023.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-30, 

RESOLUTION ratifying the hiring of Jayda Brianna 

Hubbard-Wirts as a part-time Carousel employee at a 

pay rate of $15.00 per hour, effective July 5th, 

2023.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #7-2023-31, 

RESOLUTION ratifying the hiring of Austin Jordan 

Luke as a part-time seasonal Camp Counselor at an 
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hourly rate of $15.00 per hour, effective 

June 21st, 2023.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-32, 

RESOLUTION ratifying the hiring of Preston Latney 

as a part-time seasonal Camp Counselor at an hourly 

rate of $15.00 per hour, effective June 21st, 2023. 

So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION 

#7-2023-33, RESOLUTION approving an increase in the 
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hourly rate of part-time Recreation Department 

employee Christopher Malinowski for $16.00 -- from 

$16.00 per hour to $18.00 per hour, effective 

July 22nd, 2023.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-34, 

RESOLUTION ratifying the hiring of Yiannis Mousios 

as a part-time seasonal Lifeguard for Fifth Street 

Beach at an hourly rate of $22.00 per hour, 

effective June 25th, 2023.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  
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TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #7-2023-35, 

RESOLUTION ratifying the hiring of William Ernest 

Burkowsky as part-time seasonal lifeguard at Fifth 

Street Beach at an hourly wage of $22.00 per hour, 

effective June 24th, 2023.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-36, 

Resolution hiring Colin Matthew Heeg as a part-time 

seasonal lifeguard at Fifth Street Beach at an 

hourly wage of $22.00 per hour, effective 

June 30th, 2023.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.
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Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION 

#7-2023-37, RESOLUTION ratifying the Public 

Assembly Permit Application submitted by Rena 

Casey-Wilhelm on behalf of Greenport Skate Park 

Inc., to use the Village of Greenport Skate Park 

from 7 p.m. through 10 p.m. on July 11th, 2023, 

July 25th, 2023, August 8th, 2023, August 22nd, 

2023, September 12th, 2023 and September 26th, 2023 

for the Summer Concert Series, with the permit fee 

for the event to be waived.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-38, 

RESOLUTION approving the Public Assembly Permit 

Application submitted by Chris Hamilton on behalf 

of The Jeremy Hamilton Memorial Scholarship Fund 

for the use of a portion of the Fifth Street 

Beach/Park from 7:00 a.m. through 7:00 p.m. on 
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September 16th, 2023 with a rain date of September 

17th, 2023 for the annual Pig Roast Barbecue 

Fundraiser, and approving a waiver of the $50 

application fee.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #7-2023-39, 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees hereby 

approves the Mayor's appointment of Jared A. 

Kasschau and Brian S. Stolar as Village Attorneys, 

to serve for the balance of the official year, and 

the services of such Village Attorneys to be 

compensated pursuant to the retainer agreement with 

Harris Beach PLLC, and it is further RESOLVED, that 

the Board of Trustees hereby retains Harris Beach 

PLLC, as legal counsel and special counsel to the 

Village, effective immediately, for services as may 

be required, the services of such counsel to be 

compensated pursuant to the retainer agreement with 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Regular Session 7/27/23  103

Harris Beach PLLC, and it is further RESOLVED, that 

the Mayor is authorized to execute the retainer 

agreement with Harris Beach PLLC.  RESOLVED, that 

on June 15, 2023, the Mayor appointed, and the 

Board of Trustees approved, Brian S. Stolar to 

serve as Planning Board and Zoning Board and 

Historic Preservation Commission counsel, and it be 

further RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees also 

approves the appointment of Jared A. Kasschau to 

serve as Planning Board and Zoning Board and 

Historic Preservation Commission counsel for the 

balance of the official year, and it is further 

RESOLVED the Board of Trustees appoints Jared A. 

Kasschau and Brian S. Stolar as Records Access 

Appeal Officers, as Village Prosecutors, for 

nonBuilding code related matters and it is further 

RESOLVED, that the services of Jared A. Kasschau 

and Brian S. Stolar as Planning Board and Zoning 

Board and Historic Preservation Commission counsel 

shall be compensated pursuant to the retainer 

agreement with Harris Beach PLLC.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Before we vote on this, I 

just want to make it known for the public, as I 

have in three prior meetings, that I've worked with 
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hundred dollars of law firms, thousands of 

attorneys.  I did one small project with the firm 

of Harris Beach and I believe it presents no 

conflict of interest.  Can we have a vote on it?  

All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Resolution -- oh, whoops.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Pardon me one second.  The 

date is August 21st, not 28th, on this resolution.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Oh, okay.  Is this for a 

two-year term, or is this filling out this year's 

term?   

MAYOR STUESSI:  What's that?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Is this for a two-year 

term, or is this filling out the rest of this 

year's term?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  What does it say?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  It doesn't say, that's why 

I'm asking.  The law says two years.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah, by the remainder of -- 
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TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  The remainder -- so how do 

want the -- this needs to be changed, then.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Brian.  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  Yes. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  How do we want to do this?  

We're just discussing, because of the term that 

runs consecutive with the Mayor's term, and because 

she is coming in -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Mid term.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- three months after the 

term started.  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  Okay.  So it's for -- it's 

for the balance of the two-year term.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay.  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  So she's three months in.  

The balance would be for your -- April 25, 2025.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay.  So let's -- for the 

balance of the two-year term.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Balance of the two-year 

term? 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.    

MAYOR STUESSI:  Ending in April 2025, which 

then gets renewed.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  All right.  
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RESOLUTION #07-2023-40, RESOLUTION appointing 

Candace Hall as the Village Clerk, effective August 

21st, 2023, for the balance of the two-year term 

that -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Ending in April.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Ending in April of 2025, 

under the Village standard management contract 

approved at the July 28th, 2008 Board of Trustees 

meeting, at an annual salary of $86,750, and 

further appointing her as Deputy Registrar and 

Records Access Officer.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

 Motion carries.  Congratulations, Candace.  

Deputy Clerk Jeanmarie will be swearing you in at 

the end of the meeting.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION 

#7-2023-41, WHEREAS, Relic Design LLC ( RELIC ) is 

willing to provide and donate to the Village 

weather durable cleanup stations and baskets at the 
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identified locations of the Village's choosing; now 

therefore be it RESOLVED, the Village hereby 

implements a beach cleanup pilot program through 

the Board of Trustees authorization of the 

placement of beach cleanup stations and baskets by 

RELIC at the specified beach locations, authorizes 

entering into a license agreement with RELIC for 

this purpose and at no cost to the Village, subject 

to the Village Attorney review as to form, and 

authorizes the Mayor to execute such agreement.  

So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

The motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  And, Lily, 

congratulations, that's a great thing for beach 

cleanup.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Thank you. 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-42, 

RESOLUTION approving all checks for Fiscal Year 
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2022/2023 per the Voucher Summary Report dated 

7/24/2023, in the total amount of $61,734.70 

consisting of:

o All regular checks in the amount of

$61,734.70.  So moved. 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #07-2023-43, 

RESOLUTION approving all checks for Fiscal Year 

2023/2024 per the Voucher Summary Report dated 

7/24/2023, in the total amount of $753,137.08: 

o All regular checks in the amount of

$694,998.98, and 

o All prepaid checks (including wire

transfers) in the amount of $58,138.10.  So moved. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.
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TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

The motion carries.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Go back to the beginning?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  We're going to go 

back to the beginning.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Oh, I guess it's me. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, it's you.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yeah, I'll take care of 

it.  This is going to be RESOLUTION #07-2023-44.  

WHEREAS, the Village is desirous of renovating the 

North Ferry queueing area as described in a 

proposed Second Amendment to the lease agreement 

With the Long Island Rail Road company.  

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board approves the 

proposed Second Amendment to the Lease Agreement 

subject to -- subject to, what page?  Subject to -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Pardon me, we did this last 

week. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yeah, we did do it last 

week. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  That's what I thought. 
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MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  Thank you. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  All right.  Okay.  So 

that's it.  Yahoo.  I didn't have to finish reading 

it.  Thank you, Brian.  Yahoo.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  That is the end of the 

agenda.  I'd like to make a motion to go into 

executive session regarding the purchase of a 

property in the Village.  Before that, I will make 

a motion to close -- no, I can't.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  No, you can't.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  You have to do it 

separate.  You made a -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  So I made a motion to go into 

executive session regarding the purchase of a 

property within the Village.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

With that, we're going to excuse the public, 
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other than Candace, we need to swear you in.  And, 

Adam, I need to congratulate you.   

(The Meeting was Adjourned to Executive 

Session at 7:59 p.m.)  
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N

STATE OF NEW YORK  )

   ) SS:

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK  )

   I, LUCIA BRAATEN, a Court Reporter and Notary 

Public for and within the State of New York, do 

hereby certify:  

THAT, the above and foregoing contains a true 

and correct transcription of the proceedings taken 

on July 27, 2023.  

   I further certify that I am not related to 

any of the parties to this action by blood or 

marriage, and that I am in no way interested in the 

outcome of this matter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this 7th day of August, 2023.

____________________
Lucia Braaten
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