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REGULAR SESSION 8/24/23  2

(The Meeting Was Called to Order at 6 p.m.) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  I'd like to make a motion to 

open the meeting, please.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

      (Pledge of Allegiance) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Please stay standing for a 

moment of silence for the following Villagers:  

Jean Helen Cooper, James Peter Mellas, and

Eileen Marie Walters.  

(Moment of Silence) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Please be seated.  I have a 

few announcements before we get to the public 

hearing.  First off, the Village Offices will be 

closed on Monday, September 4th, 2023 in 

celebration of Labor Day.  

And the last performance of Dances in the 

Park for the 2023 season will be the Hoodoo 

Loungers and New Orleans Party Band this coming 
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Monday, August 28th, 2023.  

In addition to that, I wanted to wish best 

wishes on behalf of the Village to Mr. William 

Swiskey.  Bill, known to many of us in the 

neighborhood, who is, unfortunately, dealing with 

some pretty serious health issues, he was a very -- 

is a very long-time member of the Village, and has 

been a Trustee, worked for the Village, and is a 

neighbor of mine, and ran with a number of us in 

the last election.  So we are sending him our very 

best wishes.  

With that, I want to make a motion to open 

the public hearing.  May I have a second, please?  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

This is a Public Hearing regarding a local 

law amending Chapter 150, entitled "Zoning", and 

repealing Chapter 42, entitled "Arts District", of 

the Code of the Village of Greenport.  The Public 
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Hearing regarding a local law to amend the zoning 

map of the Village of Greenport, to reclassify 

certain property from the Waterfront

Commercial District to the CR Retail Commercial 

District, and the property from the R2 One- and 

Two-Family Residence District to the Park District 

and property from CR Retail Commercial District to 

the WC Waterfront Commercial District remains open. 

Is there anybody from the public that would 

like to speak on this item specifically?  No?  

(No Response) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Are there any Board comments 

regarding this?  I know we've had a good amount of 

input from the community.  We also have had input 

from the Planning Board, who has sent us a letter, 

which will be input into the record, and a good 

amount of work from the Code Committee.  

I want to, again, thank everybody on the Code 

Committee, which includes Chair of the ZBA, 

John Saladino, who I believe is sitting here this 

evening, together with Chair Patricia Hammes of the 

Planning Board, who is not here this evening, and 

Trustee Mary Bess Phillips, who is Subcommittee 

Chair of the committee.  And, of course, Patrick 

Brennan served on the committee when he was Chair 
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of the Planning Board, before being elected as a 

Trustee.  

Again, there have been a number of comments, 

that we are incorporating several things, notes 

that we've heard from the community, and from the 

Trustees as well.  Is there anything additional 

this evening anybody would like to speak to 

particularly?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I have one thing.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  That in reference to the 

entertainment permit, in reading it, it becomes 

immediately effective.  So I'm just wondering that 

we -- first of all, we need to set an application 

fee, number one, to the -- and an application form.  

But I think that we should accommodate those who 

have to apply for it by -- that they get started by 

December 31st of this year, because they have to 

have it by May of 2024.  And they have to, for the 

first time, appear before the Planning Board, and 

then, of course, it's a two-year renewal after 

that.  But I think that we don't want to 

automatically start enforcing it if, for some 

reason, there isn't any changes to the way we have 

it written now.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  Brian was going to be 

making some edits to this such that it would be 

effective for the summer season of next year, and 

applications would need to go in by the end of the 

year.  

One of the things that we had discussed was 

waiving the fee for the first year.  I think 

everybody was in agreement on that.  And the 

discussion point in regards to the two-year fee 

that we had last reviewed was $250, so, 

effectively, $125 annually.  

Did anybody have any other opinions on that, 

or was everybody comfortable on that for the edits?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  No.  Again, I agree with the 

Planning Board, you know, that -- the letter that 

they sent, and the two issues that they basically 

brought up.  And I agree on the entertainment 

permit, that there should be a grace period until 

the beginning of the year to initiate the fees and 

the application process.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  Well, the fees 

wouldn't go in place until the renewal two years 

from now.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Renewal, right.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  
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TRUSTEE ROBINS:  So we would have that, 

extended grace period, but it would be -- it would 

take place immediately, and everybody that 

currently has a permit would be granted that 

extension until the first of the year, correct?  

Until January 1st.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Well, anybody that currently 

has live music or D.J.'s, or intends to have it -- 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Right.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- would be able to apply for it.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Right.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Wouldn't pay the fee this 

year, would receive a two-year permit, once they've 

gone in front of Planning -- 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Right.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- for approval, and then the 

renewal in two years.  Assuming they're in good 

standing, it would be renewed, in which case, they 

would then pay a fee in two years.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Right, similar to a rental 

permit, you know.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Correct?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yep.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Okay.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  The form will, of course, 

have to be put together.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I think those ideas make a 

lot of sense.  It's not intended to be punitive, so 

we're going to ease everyone to it -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Uh-huh.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  -- and get everyone to 

comply, so I think that's logical.  

I have just a question.  When we set a fee, 

like a fixed fee for $250, does it stay at that 

level until some time in the future, when we 

revisit it, or -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  We could revisit fees any 

time we wish to.  To be honest with you, I think 

that we do it -- once we get through Chapter 150, I 

think we need to take a look at all of our fees, 

application fees, the fee schedules for those 

things that we do have the opportunity to look at.  

And that we have to do by code, so that would be 

another code changes.  

The rental permit has been 250 since 

inception, and 250 for permits.  Similar to those, 

it seems to be a common denominator number, okay?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  Thank you.  
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TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Does that make sense?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Yes.  Thank you.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Lily, do you have any further 

comments on it?  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  No, I think it 

all makes sense.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Any other items up for 

discussion from anybody now?  

(No Response)   

RANDY WADE:  Is the public comment period 

still open?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  We had asked for public 

comment and nobody stood up, but if you'd like to 

make a comment, you're welcome to come up to the 

podium.  

RANDY WADE:  I was just wondering, now that 

you've had a week to think, if anybody else had 

concerns about putting tables and chairs out, and 

it would be okay as long as they left a three-foot 

clear path, which is really not wide enough.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Your name?  

RANDY WADE:  Randy Wade, Sixth Street.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  So what is the question?  

RANDY WADE:  Did anybody else have any 
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concerns about narrowing sidewalks to a three-foot 

clear path, which is in the proposal that it's -- 

you know, as long as the tables and chairs leave a 

three-foot clear path, and they even said to the 

curb, which is not how it should be.  There should 

be a six-foot clear path and to -- between, you 

know, allowing for the furniture zone.  Like you 

wouldn't want people walking around onto the 

cobblestones that are inland of the curb.  That's 

not what we're seeing -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  The way the Planning Board 

has been looking at tables and chairs at the edge 

of the sidewalk is that they can't impinge upon the 

public property, the sidewalk.  And so in buildings 

where the building is set back from the sidewalk, 

by example, Alpina, the Planning Board had made a 

decision to allow seating within that very limited 

area.  I am personally comfortable with the 

Planning Board in how they reviewed this process as 

part of their site plan review.  Any comments from 

anybody else on the Board?  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  I mean, my 

understanding was that it's not allowing tables and 

chairs on public sidewalks -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Right, of course not.  
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TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  -- which is what 

the Mayor just said.  So, yeah, I guess I'm 

comfortable, also, with -- 

RANDY WADE:  But you should know that in most 

places, they will -- it's a public benefit to have 

facilities, roads and sidewalks to access one's 

business.  And in exchange for providing that 

public access, municipalities establish how much of 

a clear path and right-of-way each business has to 

provide.  And so it's really -- it doesn't matter 

public, private.  The Village has to establish what 

they want for safe and reasonable access on the 

sidewalks of the Village.  

And you could ask the Attorney if he's 

familiar with this in other places, but three feet 

is substandard.  It's a retail corridor.  You can't 

expect that like if you're going to have a little 

row of tables and chairs, that people going two 

directions have to like wait at the beginning for 

the one stream to pass, and then, you know -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Well, we have sidewalks that 

have been there for decades that aren't six feet 

wide, so -- 

RANDY WADE:  So you don't impinge on those 

with tables and chairs.  
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TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  But I think that 

the issue, too, is like there are some buildings 

that are going to go right up to the property line.  

So to say, I mean, like a -- it's a building 

already, so we can't say we're going to knock that 

down so we have a larger sidewalk.  And it seems 

unfair to the other people who have -- just haven't 

built out to say, "You can't use that."  I mean, I 

totally understand what you're saying, Randy, I 

mean, I -- 

RANDY WADE:  You're -- it's a new proposal 

that you're allowing something to impinge even 

more.  Like, yes, we have old buildings that are on 

the frontage, and it may be that unless you want to 

do one of those parklets or something, they're not 

going to be able to have a table and chairs, or 

whatever.  And I love tables and chairs, but three 

feet is too narrow.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  I just -- I don't 

think we're making it less than it already is.  

RANDY WADE:  Three feet is not in -- 

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  I don't think 

there's anything in the code right now.  

RANDY WADE:  -- the code anywhere that that's 

acceptable.  
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TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Right.  But it's 

not like we're -- it was six feet and we're saying 

it should be three.  

RANDY WADE:  I would just take that out of 

the code, that bullet out of the code.  It seems 

like more research is needed anyway.  And so by 

removing that, you shouldn't have to have a public 

hearing, but -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Did you have any other 

questions?  

RANDY WADE:  Yeah.  You said that apartments 

can't be made into hotel rooms if it means that a 

year-round tenant is losing their home, but they -- 

as I suggested, they could sell it one year before 

putting the application in.  So I think you should 

add a timeline on that, if it was a residence 

within the last five years, say.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Well, hotels are now 

conditional within the Commercial District, so it 

would -- it would take a lot of effort and meet the 

requirements for the Planning Board to approve a 

hotel within the Commercial District.  

RANDY WADE:  Okay, that's fine.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Including the new language 

which says it would have to be 200 feet away -- 
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RANDY WADE:  Yeah.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- from another hotel, too. 

RANDY WADE:  That makes sense.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  And then there's obviously 

significant parking requirements for hotels, too.  

RANDY WADE:  Yeah, yeah, yeah.  Okay, that's 

a good point.  Thank you.  And so please reconsider 

taking that bullet out, thanks, 3(b).  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Mr. Osinski.  

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  Hi.  Michael Osinski, 

307 Flint Street in Greenport.  I was a little 

confused, because the two public hearings were 

conjoined in this, in the message.  

So I wanted to speak about the public 

hearing, the section of the zoning change that's 

changing a two-family into a park.  And we feel 

that that is -- the park designation really doesn't 

fit that property.  It's a privately owned 

property, so you would have the only privately 

owned park in the Village.  And, furthermore, the 

current owners of that piece of property don't 

allow the public into that property, so to -- it's 

an extreme stretch of the word "park" to change the 
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designation, that current -- that piece of property 

owned by the Peconic Land Trust into a park.  

It's actually -- and I realize that the 

Village has some future dreams of allowing the 

public in, or wanting the public in, but, really, 

that's, at this point, the most -- the best 

description of what that is, is wishful thinking.  

The Peconic Land Trust has owned that property for 

10 years and they've had plenty of time to open the 

gates and they haven't.  

It is not a park, and so -- and I don't think 

the designation, although, you know, R-2 may be -- 

you know, there doesn't appear that there's going 

to be a house, but there -- so maybe residential 

doesn't fit, but calling it a park really doesn't 

fit at all.  

And if you notice, in the laws of the 

Village, in a -- in parkland, you can build 

cell towers, you can build water towers, you can 

build a sewer plant, you can build a trailer park.  

So I actually think that the R-2 zoning is much 

more restrictive, and I think that it should be 

kept as is.  

And, you know, when that transfer happened 

10 years ago, I was on the Board, and my 
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recollection of that event, I mean, the Village 

Board had nothing to do with it, it was simply a 

transfer from one private owner, the Mobil 

Corporation, to the Peconic -- another private 

entity, the Peconic Land Trust.  But we were 

told -- and the question became, well, you know, 

why is the Peconic Land Trust involved?  You know, 

I, myself, would have preferred to see it continue 

to pay taxes and alleviate the tax burden on the 

Villagers.  But if that's not the case, why 

couldn't it be either, you know, a house or a park?  

And I was told, you know, not from the 

Peconic Land Trust, but indirectly through the 

former Mayor, that -- who was in communication with 

them, that that land was so polluted that the 

Peconic Land Trust never wanted to see a house 

there, nor did they want to see a park there for 

fear of future liabilities.  

So, you know, let's get all this -- you know, 

and there's some talk, though, everybody talks, oh, 

they were testing.  Well, who has the results?  Has 

anybody seen the results?  Because I never saw the 

results, never given to the Board when I was on the 

Board.  So there's been no results furnished or 

public -- made publicly available of what the 
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quality of the soil.  That was a well-known 

polluted site, massive oil tanks.  It is -- you 

know, to call it a park is only wishful thinking, 

and I think -- I think it should remain as it is 

and not be changed.  Thank you for your time.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  Dinni Gordon, 

please.  

DINNI GORDON:  Dinni Gordon, 152 Sixth Street.  

I certainly understand the concerns that Mike has 

about the park, but I want to present a counter-argument.  

While the park is not currently available to 

everybody, the entire public, it is used for visits 

by school children.  There's a sort of regular 

Fifth Grade visit in the Fall.  It has been cleaned 

up on the surface, I'm not talking about the issue 

that Mike is concerned with, but invasive plantings 

have been removed.  A great deal of work has been 

done to make it a beautiful place.  And I think it 

would be good for the Board to push the Peconic 

Land Trust a little bit on making it more publicly 

available.  

There was originally a plan for a kiosk and a 

kind of -- not really a trail, because they want it 

to be less active than that, but a kiosk with 

information about all the things that are possible 
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that are sources of nature interest in the park.  

So I think there are many ways in which it does 

comply with a standard park definition, and it's 

also a beautiful little corner.  

I was on the original committee for the 

Peconic Land Trust, not for the Village, with 

Joe Townsend, and I don't know anybody in Greenport 

who would have been more concerned about 

contamination than Joe Townsend.  He's not here 

anymore, so we can't talk to him about it.  But the 

committee was -- believed that the work that needed 

to be done had been done.  We did not receive the 

technical results of the studies, but we did 

receive a description of what had been done, and 

why it seemed persuasive.  

So I think, again, if the Board wanted to 

push the Peconic Land Trust a little bit, I think 

that would be productive and I would be willing to 

help with that.  I just think it's a beautiful 

spot.  It has lots of possibilities to be a 

resource for Greenport, for everybody.  Thank you.  

Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you, Ms. Gordon.  Is 

there anybody else who would like to speak?  

MARY YOURCH:  I'm Mary Yourch, 15 Stirling 
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Cove, Greenport.  I had expected today would be the 

vote on our permit for our basin repair, and I 

don't see it on the -- on the -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  We voted on it last week.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  We voted on it last week. 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  It was approved.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  It's approved.  

MARY YOURCH:  And I missed it?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  You missed it.  

(Laughter)   

MAYOR STUESSI:  We were concerned about you 

not feeling well and didn't want to burden you 

anymore.  

MARY YOURCH:  Oh, okay.  Thank you very much.  

It was a yes?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, it was.  

(Laughter) 

MARY YOURCH:  Yes.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  The First and South has a 

glass of champaign waiting for you.  

(Laughter) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Is there anybody else who 

would like to speak on the zoning map and Chapter 150 

this evening?  

(No Response) 
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MAYOR STUESSI:  Any other comments from the 

Board?  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Oh, sorry.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Ms. Elkin.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Hi.  Bridget Elkin, 135 Bay 

Street.  I might have missed this.  I was late, so 

somebody might have asked this already.  But I just 

want to get a clarification, because I know 

originally the plan was to update the LWRP and then 

make zoning changes, and I just want to understand 

why that changed, why that plan changed.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  So Suffolk County had made a 

recommendation to bifurcate the moratorium from the 

LWRP and focus on the code changes, so this Board 

adopted the recommendation by Suffolk County to 

focus on all of the code changes and get those 

passed.  But, at the same time, the work on the 

LWRP has continued to progress, and that committee 

has still been meeting, and then the updated code 

changes would be part of the LWRP, along with -- 

BRIDGET ELKIN:  And what was their reasoning 

for that suggestion?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  The County's concern was the 

potential amount of time that the Village might be 

under a moratorium if we waited for the full 
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adoption of an LWRP, because of the process with 

the State.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Okay.  And so are these 

zoning changes, then, I guess, going back to the 

Planning Commission before they're adopted?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  They've already been.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  They've been to the Planning 

Commission.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Oh, these, that we're 

reviewing now?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes. 

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Okay.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  And the decision, Bridget, 

was it's a local determination.  Suffolk County 

Planning gave us a determination that this is -- 

it's in our jurisdiction, that they're allowing us 

to continue.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Yeah.  Yeah, I just think 

it's hard.  I think that it's -- when we are 

reading the Zoning Code, like you guys sat on 

committees and did this, and that was great, and I 

totally appreciate all that work, but I think there 

was -- it's sort of hard to understand the 

intention of some of these zoning changes, and we 

don't have that LWRP as a guide to reference.  And 
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I -- I just -- I guess my other question would be 

do you think that we will be under -- do you think 

that opens us up to maybe some legal pressure that 

we didn't go that route, that we didn't update that 

plan before we made these zoning changes or -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  We've been in an exhaustive 

review of everything.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Yeah.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  And have reviewed with 

Counsel, with the County as well, and the Village 

feels that we're in a very comfortable position.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Okay.  And you guys -- and 

you guys, do you feel like you've -- and don't get 

me wrong here.  I feel like the intension has 

been -- you guys have been so well intentioned with 

all of this, but I feel that -- you know, you 

mentioned you did a survey, but like the survey 

was -- like could have been filled out by anyone.  

I mean, my sister in Dallas filled out the survey, 

so it was like not -- I guess what I'm trying to 

say is I feel like you did the Vision of Greenport 

meetings, and you put this code together, but I 

don't know if it was like the most earnest effort 

in getting community involvement.  

I feel like the meetings were not on the 
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website, they should have been, you know, all of 

those meetings.  And I feel like if there is, that 

someone's going to sue the Village, they're 

definitely going to call that out.  If we had all 

of these code meetings and all of these committee 

meetings, and if you didn't call the Village and 

ask that they were happening, you wouldn't have 

known they were happening.  

So I feel like it's just my -- again, I think 

it was really well intentioned, but for me, as a 

resident, and I've been here now nine years, and 

I've seen how we will have three public hearings to 

change like one of these changes that you're 

changing in the code, and we'll like give people 

time to make their voice heard.  And I feel like a 

lot of people in the Village don't really even know 

that all this is happening.  I think a lot of 

people are going to be surprised to see all of 

these zoning changes passed, to be frank.  

And, you know, we sent out a letter about the 

rental code to everyone in town.  Why not send out 

a letter about this to everyone in town, that we're 

changing, you know, 50% of the zoning law?  It just 

feels like we're kind of pushing it through.  It's 

just my -- my honest take.  
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But, again, I don't think that the intention 

is mal-intent, but I do feel that it feels a little 

rushed.  And I think there -- as I'm talking to a 

lot of people in the community about it, a lot of 

people don't know that it's happening.  So I just 

thought I would mention that.  Thank you.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Bridget, I'm sorry, I have 

to make a comment.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Please.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  There's two things.  When 

this first started, your husband was assigned to 

one of the committees -- 

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  -- and was very well aware 

of what was going on, number one.  Number two, 

everyone that I have ever spoken to, we've been 

aware that there's been meetings going on every 

Wednesday at the Schoolhouse.  Quite a few people 

have shown up to it.  This has been on the website, 

all of this information has.  I do believe that any 

property owner that is getting a code change has 

received a letter; is that my understanding?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, that's correct, they 
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were sent out from the Village.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  They have sent this, so 

the people who are majorly affected have been made 

aware of it.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  I don't think neighbors have 

gotten letters.  Well, I'll let you finish and the 

I'll -- go ahead.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I mean, the communication 

has been tried to get out to everyone.  I can't 

help -- I personally do the best I can to 

communicate as a Trustee.  I'm sure everyone else 

here has tried to communicate every -- as well, 

okay?  We're all busy in the summertime.  Some 

people, it's a constant, you know, "I didn't know," 

"I didn't know."  But I'll be honest with you, we 

did very much a lot of communicating.  There was a 

Communication Committee that tried very hard to get 

the word out.  

So I'm kind of taking exception a little bit 

to what you're saying, okay?  I have heard it 

years, and years, and years here, being a Trustee.  

And I'll be honest with you, I have -- one thing I 

well tell you, is if there's something important in 

this Village, this room will be filled, okay?  So 

sometimes it's the responsibility of the residents 
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to kind of take an interest and appear at the 

Board meetings.  

And we have the videos, so that you can go 

back to them and review it.  You have the 

opportunity to comment to any one of us.  So I 

understand where you're coming from, it's been a 

busy summer.  This has been moving along, but it 

has not been without a lot of thought from all of us.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  That's totally fair.  And I'm 

not trying to take that way.  Again, I think the 

intent has been great, I think the Vision of 

meeting -- the Vision meetings were great.  I think 

that they were sort of put out there as being 

getting community input.  But for me, I only 

attended one of them, I couldn't attend the other.  

It was really more of a PowerPoint of what you 

guys, or, I guess, the community felt was wanted or 

needed, and then like at the end some questions and 

answers.  It wasn't really, I didn't feel, like a 

community, you know, input session.  

And the survey, I'm sorry, like the survey, 

to even mention the zoning, it's a little silly.  

Anyone could have filled out that survey anywhere.  

They didn't ask for an address, they didn't ask for 

a name.  They didn't -- you know, you can -- 
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literally, my sister in Dallas filled it out.  Like 

that's not -- that's not data that should be going 

into the -- this, this zoning code.  

And so what I'm hearing a lot is the 

community wants, the community wants.  And I just 

think that while the effort has been made, it has 

been like 60 days since this -- these committees 

started.  And, yes, I'll let Eric speak to the 

committee he was on, but that was in -- with the 

prior administration.  And I think that those 

meetings should have been on the website; they 

weren't.  You should -- like unless you went to the 

Vision of Greenport meeting, you didn't know they 

were happening, and I don't think that's 

appropriate, honestly.  I think that they should be 

very clear.  And, honestly, they probably should 

have been in the newspaper, too, as a legal notice 

that they were happening.

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  They were.    

BRIDGET ELKIN:  They were?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yes. 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Yeah, they were.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  But they weren't on the 

website.  All of those -- all of those meetings, 

okay, I stand corrected.  All of those meetings 
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were in the paper, the code meetings at the 

Schoolhouse?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  The activity that was 

going on with this has been going on since -- and 

it doesn't matter which administration, because the 

Code Committee started in one administration and 

kept on going.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  I know, but sorry, that 

the -- so any committee that met, all of those were 

in the paper?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  They were mentioned in the 

paper, they've been mentioned at Board meetings.  

We've been mentioning it all over the place, 

Bridget.  I'm -- 

BRIDGET ELKIN:  I know, but I just feel like 

it could be on the calendar, that's all.  Like -- 

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Can I interject?  

As the communication person, I totally hear you, 

and I don't think that's incorrect.  I also 

think -- and I hear you about the survey, too.  We 

thought it was really important for it to be 

anonymous, because I think, otherwise, I don't 

think you get as accurate.  

And I hear you, that people, other, you 

know -- so it's not like hard data that I don't 
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think went back to the Code Committee as like we're 

going to listen to every single thing.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  It was just a way 

to get some input, which is imperfect, for sure.  I 

also think, and I hear you about the LWRP, but I 

think like that it would have taken a really long 

time.  And I do think even the draft LWRP, which I 

know is old and we do want to update, did inform 

the Code Committee, and I think a lot of that has 

been -- like there's been building community 

support -- 

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  -- and like 

ideas, and, of course, we're not getting it 

perfect.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Listen, you guys made an 

effort.  I'm not saying there was no effort.  I'm 

not saying that you're doing it on purpose.  I'm 

just saying that this is a lot of change in one 

zoning chapter, you're changing over 50% of it.  

And so I think that it can't hurt to send out a 

letter to everyone to let them know, when we did it 

for a rental law.  Why not do it for -- when we're 

changing 50% of the zoning code?  
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So I'm not saying that you made no effort, 

Mary Beth, and I don't want that to be the -- you 

guys have made a tremendous effort and given up a 

lot of your summer to do this, I totally understand 

that, but, at the same time, it is a lot change.  

And four people that spoke last week were -- I -- 

they not know about it until I told them two days 

prior.  So, yes, some of that's a resident thing, 

they need to be looking on the website and engaging 

in their community.  But, when you're making change 

that is this big, I think you could have made a 

little bit more of an effort to make sure people 

know what's really going on.  

I actually thought that attendance was kind 

of light week, again, as I've been here.  I've -- 

for the -- when we changed the rental code, the 

speed limit, all these things, we had at least 50 

more -- percent more people in this room than last 

week.  I was pretty surprised.  And tonight there's 

not really that many people.  So I think that there 

is a cohort of people in this Village that, maybe 

fault of their own, don't understand how much of 

the zoning code we're changing, that's all.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  But the -- okay.  But the 

Zoning Code is dealing with three zones, Waterfront 
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Commercial, Commercial Retail, and the General 

Commercial Zone.  The BID has been made very aware 

of what's going on, they've been very engaged in 

the last couple of weeks, and they're the ones that 

are really most affected by it.  If you read the 

code, it has nothing to do with residential, it has 

all to do with those three zones.

BRIDGET ELKIN:  It doesn't, but we are 

totally -- what makes our Village the Village is 

the balance between residential and commercial, so 

there's definitely -- it's definitely related.  I 

mean, as residents, we need know what's being 

changed in the Commercial Zone.  We all live -- 

some of us live 50 feet away from it.  So it's, you 

know -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  And I think if you -- 

okay.  I hear what you're saying, Bridget.  I have 

been for years, since I was first elected, pushing 

to get more information on the website.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Hopefully, this 

administration is a little more likely to hear -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  We had to take down things -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yes.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- in order to put more up 
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yesterday.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Were up -- 

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  -- yes, yesterday, so -- 

but I will say that I do agree with Lily, and I 

think if anybody looks at our original LWRP back in 

1988, and then the revision that was in 1996, and 

then you look at the draft that's right now, 

there's not much that has changed within those 

three districts -- 

BRIDGET ELKIN:  That's -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  -- as to what the 

community desired.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  That's totally fair.  I 

think -- I guess my point is there's a lot of 

sensible and logical -- most of the code, I think, 

like 80% of it is sensible and logical, I really 

do.  I think you guys did a great job.  My issue is 

that I -- I feel like we're going to be under 

immense legal pressure from some of -- the way that 

some of this was rolled out.  And I think I just 

keep hearing when some sensible changes have 

been -- you know, whether it's parking, or changing 

something from 10% to 30%, sensible little changes, 

what I'm hearing back is we're not going to do that 
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before we lift this moratorium, we'll change it 

later.  And then we're -- and it just seems like 

that's something -- that's the process, because 

we're going to be having all these public hearings 

to change little things in that that code, when 

maybe it isn't totally, totally ready, but -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  So this is the second public 

hearing that we've had on this.  It was within the 

work session a month ago as well.  There was a very 

nice chart that was put up regarding it, and then, 

of course, there were the Visioning meetings you 

mentioned, and it's been discussed at many 

meetings.  This Board has had more special 

scheduled meetings in the first four months than I 

think the Board had had in two years prior, so 

there's definitely been effort.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Uh-huh.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  We're always learning, we 

hear that, and Lilly acknowledged that.  We haven't 

yet closed the public hearing.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Uh-huh.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  If anybody else wants to 

speak, we're going to be, you know, making a motion 

in a few moments.  But the goal is to get input and 
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bring it in.  We've been listening to people.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Yeah.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  We had a -- we've had a lot 

of input from the business community as well, we've 

been listening to that, and there are tweaks and 

changes that are being made as part of some of that 

feedback the Board has heard.  

BRIDGET ELKIN:  Okay.  All right.  Well, 

thank you all for your time.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, please.  

ELIZABETH TALERMAN:  Elizabeth Talerman, 

304 Sterling Place.  I am also on the Planning 

Board.  And I was also on the Communications 

Committee.  

I am really grateful for all the work you've 

done on the code.  And I think I may have mentioned 

it last week, specifically the definitions, which 

will take some of the subjectivity and judgment out 

of Planning Board decisions, so that we can do it 

based on the facts, and based on the past -- the 

code that ultimately is passed.  

I do want to speak to communications.  The 

planning of the Vision for Greenport meetings, the 

investment by the town in putting small postcards 

in almost every merchant in this town to call 
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people to action, the banners across the street 

with the date.  And then, within those meetings, 

making sure at least 25% of the time was set aside 

for community Q and A.  And also making sure that 

when every Committee Head, the Zoning, the 

Way-Finding stood up to say their piece, we noted 

the dates and times of those committee meetings, in 

both Vision for Greenport meetings, in order to try 

to establish community engagement and involvement.  

Could we have a better Village website?  We sure 

could, and I'm excited to continue to try to use 

whatever resources I have at my disposal to support 

that.  

I also want to talk about the survey.  Lily 

said it very well.  My business is market research, 

and that survey was designed specifically to be 

anonymous.  Why someone in Dallas would fill it 

out, I have no idea.  The data that we collected 

was directional only, and very consistent, 

literally, from the time we had 10 responses to the 

time we closed it out 2 1/2 weeks later at 275 

responses.  

So that survey design, again, was incredibly 

intentional, because asking people to put their 

name with their opinions typically suppresses 
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results, and also can create other biases in the 

data.  

We can do surveys only to our own community, 

but people will have to identify themselves, and 

I'm happy to go on ad infinitum at another time on 

what that can do to survey results.  So I feel like 

it's really important to say yes, I think we can 

get better with communications, but I also think 

it's very important for residents to take an 

interest and participate in these meetings by 

coming, by looking at the video.  And everybody, 

every Trustee's email is on the website, and to use 

that in order to satisfy getting answers to 

questions they have.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  Anybody else from 

the public like to speak?  

(No Response) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Nancy, did you have a moment 

to introduce yourself?  I think it's important 

you're here.  I want to wish Nancy, who is the 

owner of Blue Duck Bakery, and the newly elected 

President of the Business Improvement District, the 

Village is really excited to be working with you 

and the new Board, and know there is much we can do 

together.  It's been great to see the participation 
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by you and other BID members in our -- in our 

meetings.  

NANCY KOURIS:  Well, thank you.  You just 

took my speech away from me, but -- 

(Laughter) 

NANCY KOURIS:  -- I will repeat it.  My name 

is Nancy Kouris.  I am owner with my husband at 

The Blue Duck Bakery.  The Blue Duck was hatched in 

1999 in Southampton.  In 2008, we moved our 

facilities to Southold.  And in 2013, we came to 

Greenport, so we just celebrated our 10 years in 

July in Greenport, and we're very happy to be here.  

My husband and I are entrepreneurs from the 

beginning.  We've had more than four businesses.  

Some have been very successful, such as the Blue 

Duck, and some of them have failed miserably, so we 

kind of know what it's like to own businesses.  

My major career before the bakery, and 

actually during the bakery, is fitness.  I was a 

personal trainer, a fitness instructor, and I also 

was managing partner of Planet Fitness in 

Hampton Bays, Riverhead and Rocky Point.  I've 

spent 16 years on the Hampton Bays Chamber of 

Commerce as a Board Member, seven years on the 

Riverhead BID as a Secretary, and the 
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Vice President, and I'm now serving my fourth year 

in Greenport BID, now as President.  A little bit 

surprising to me, but here I am.  

(Laughter) 

NANCY KOURIS:  My goal as President is to 

grow and maintain a vibrant downtown village and a 

vibrant community, where residents and visitors 

alike can enjoy spending their time and their 

money.  

I look forward to working with the Mayor, the 

Village, the Board of Trustees on common goals of 

vibrancy for downtown, and creating a rich 

environment of economic success and community 

enrichment.  We, of course, want to do everything 

to include the community.  A vibrant downtown is a 

vibrant community.  

So we are thrilled to be able to be working 

with this administration, and you could find me at 

the bakery in the back making sandwiches any time 

you need me. 

(Laughter) 

NANCY KOURIS:  Anyway, thank you very much 

for your time.  Thank you, Mayor, Board of 

Trustees, thank you for the time.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  No, it's -- 
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(Applause) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  It's been really wonderful to 

see the leadership within the Business Improvement 

District.  They did their annual meeting recently 

at Green Hill Kitchen, which was well attended.  

I've now sat in each month's Business Improvement 

District meeting since April.  Together with that, 

I am the Liaison, together with Mr. Pallas, on the 

Government Action Committee that works with the 

BID.  And we're filtering information to our Board, 

and then the BID Board is filtering it out to their 

membership as well.  

One of the things that I want to compliment 

Nancy on is on really clear communication.  They 

are noticing all of their members on important 

items like this, and it's been seen, because 

they've been showing up to meetings, so that's been 

wonderful to see.  

With that, if there is no other public 

comments regarding this, I would like to make a 

motion to the Board to extend the public hearing to 

Tuesday, September 5th, at 6 p.m., here in the 

Firehouse.  May I have a second, please?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 
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TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

The motion carries.  

With that, I will make a motion to open the 

public hearing regarding the Wetlands Permit 

Application submitted by Kate Rummel, Agent on 

behalf of 67 Sound Cheshire LP for the property at 

520 Madison Avenue, Greenport, New York, 11944.  

May I have a second, please?  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

The motion -- pardon me.  The public hearing 

is regarding the renovation of an existing house, 

add two 1-story additions, install inground 

swimming pool, outdoor shower, gravel driveway and 

walkway, as well as an ecological restoration 

wetland buffer.  +/- 144 cubic yards of fill, which 
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will be excavated.  Excavated material will be 

graded on site.  The public hearing was left open 

for further comments until the Village of Greenport 

receives a copy of the Southold Town Trustees' 

report.  

That Trustee report was received and shared 

with the Village Trustees.  Are there any comments 

from the Village Trustees?  

(No Response) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Do I need to do the SEQRA 

now, or should I do it -- 

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  You can do it after you 

finish the hearing.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay, great.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I needed some clarification.  

This property is -- the address is 520 Madison.  

And I believe the minutes that we received from the 

Town of Southold Trustees is discussing 520 Madison 

as well, and I just wanted to be clear about -- is 

it in two jurisdictions, this project?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  No, the -- I don't 

know why they refer to it as 520.  The tax map that 

they referred to in their minutes is a Southold Tax 

Map number.  What we have is 520 Madison.  

My guess, it's only a guess, that there -- the 
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parcel that was in Southold's jurisdiction has no 

building on it.  So they may just be referring to 

the address next door, which is owned by the same 

person or the same entity, which is 520.  But the 

property that was before you for wetlands permit is 

a -- is a different parcel than is in the Southold 

minutes, literally next door.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  So does the Suffolk County 

Tax Map number that they're using, 1000-42-1-1, 

does that correspond with the empty lot?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Correct, yes.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  It does.  And what's the 

purpose of us considering the Trustees' interest in 

this, since it's the adjacent parcel?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  That was a Board 

decision, I had nothing -- 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Is it standard practice?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I believe that there was 

questions about where does our sewer line go 

through there.  Isn't there a sewer line that goes 

back there, somewhere in the wetlands?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  It's in the -- where 

the -- where the property is, I don't -- I believe 

that the question, if I recall correctly, was -- 

had to do with what the Southold Trustees were 
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requiring the owner to do.  I think that was the 

issue, it wasn't necessarily related to the sewer 

line.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Well -- 

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Yeah, as I 

remember -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.   

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  -- it was about 

them wanting the house to be moved farther up and 

farther from the wetlands.  And since that was also 

an issue with this property, we thought that it 

would be worth seeing what they thought -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Right.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  -- because 

they're right next to each other.  And, I mean, not 

that we should do everything that Southold does, 

but I think it's worth seeing what they're doing.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Right, because Southold, 

if I was reading it correctly, and maybe the 

applicant can explain it further, they moved -- 

they moved the house, what was it -- Paul, what was 

it?  They moved the house from the wetlands?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  I'm sorry, the 

Southold -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yeah, the Southold one, 
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they moved something on the property.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Yeah, they moved it 

further -- I think they moved it further -- closer 

to the street.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yeah.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  If I remember 

correctly, a little bit further away from the 

wetlands, but there's no house there now.  The 

property that's in our jurisdiction, the house 

exists.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Right.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  So it's -- 

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  But I think there 

is an issue of some of the -- I think it's the pool 

fence does go a little bit closer to the wetlands -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Than it originally -- 

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  -- than it would 

be normally allowed, and that was -- that was my 

understanding.  And I thought that Trustee Gillooly's 

comments in the minutes were relevant, and I agreed 

with it, just about precedent, and also just not 

necessarily -- I don't think that there's a need to 

build closer to wetlands always.  I mean, I think 

we should try to keep things as far away and as 

ecologically sound without -- there doesn't seem to 
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be a pressing need.  That would be my -- my point 

of view.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  They were talking about an 

ecological buffer.  I think That's what they were 

discussing.  Is that with the fence?  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  I think that was 

native plantings, which I totally support and agree 

with.  But I also think -- I mean, a lot of these 

things, we're allowing something that's not -- 

we're not necessarily allowing maintenance.  Like 

we don't know what can happen in the future.  You 

could plant things and you can get rid of 

invasives.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Is the applicant here this 

evening?  If you'd like to approach the podium, 

please.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  But, also, if 

you're building things, it may -- that stays for a 

long time, too.  

MARC RISHE:  Good evening.  Marc Rishe, 

315 Sutton Place.  I could answer any specific 

questions the Board may have.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Marc, last time that you 

were here before us, we were speaking about the 

location of the pool, and there was some discussion 
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about whether the pool was going to be moved 

further or closer from the house.  Has that been 

resolved?  Is that finalized in your understanding?  

MARC RISHE:  Just you're speaking about the 

Greenport lot in question here?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I'm talking about 520 Madison.  

MARC RISHE:  520 Madison?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Yes.  

MARC RISHE:  Yes, it's been resolved.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  And do you have an updated 

drawing or something?  

MARC RISHE:  There's a -- there is an updated 

drawing that's been submitted to the Zoning Board, 

and the only change is that the pool has actually 

been reduced by two feet to put it 10 feet away 

from the house.  So none of the -- none of the 

distances from the wetlands have changed.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Just I want to be clear.  

Are you still before Zoning Board, Marc, or are 

you -- 

MARC RISHE:  Correct.  The public hearing is 

in -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  

MARC RISHE:  On September 19th.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  That's what I wanted to know.  
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MARC RISHE:  Yeah.   

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  So you're still in the 

stage of the Zoning Board.  Okay.  

MARC RISHE:  That's correct. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  All right.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  So you actually reduced the 

overall size of the pool, the total perimeter?  

MARC RISHE:  Correct. 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Both sides?    

MARC RISHE:  That's correct.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Okay.   

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  It was proposed as 16-by-32.  

Is it now 14-by-32?  

MARC RISHE:  Yes, that's my belief.  I don't 

have it directly in front of me, but correct.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  And since you were last 

here, there's been -- last here, there's been no 

other changes as far as the location of the fence, 

or equipment, the house?  

MARC RISHE:  No.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  

MARC RISHE:  No changes.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Okay.  Thank you.  

MARC RISHE:  Would you like me to clarify the 

fence that was referred to?  There's a -- 
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TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Sure.  

MARC RISHE:  So the Southold Trustees -- both 

properties abut the wetlands to the north side. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes.  

MARC RISHE:  We're proposing a 30-foot-wide 

ecological restoration zone, so, basically, 

removing invasive species and replanting with 

native vegetation, and this carries across both 

properties.  

What the Trustees had asked for was to 

essentially bifurcate that 30-foot buffer zone and 

put a -- put a split rail fence there, so people 

would know that it's a nondisturbance zone.  I 

don't -- I don't think that there's any specific 

rationale, other than that's -- that's what they 

had requested.  There wasn't any -- the question 

wasn't about the pool fence or anything like that.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Make a visual perception.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Did anybody on the Board have 

any further questions for the gentleman?  

Otherwise, I'd like to invite Mr. Saladino from the 

Conservation Advisory Committee up.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I had more questions.  So 

on the -- not on 520, but on the adjacent property 

that you were just speaking of, there was a -- you 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

REGULAR SESSION 8/24/23  49

had proposed a 30-foot ecological restoration zone.  

The Southold Town Trustees asked you to split that 

into two areas, each 15 feet.  

MARC RISHE:  That's correct.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Separated by a fence.  They 

described one as a vegetated non-turf -- non-turf 

buffer, and the other one as a vegetated non-turf 

buffer as well, right?  

MARC RISHE:  I think it's a non -- it's 

called a nondisturbance buffer.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Nondisturbance buffer.  

MARC RISHE:  Right.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  They also discussed another 

buffer 15 feet wide by 94 feet long on the east 

side of the property; is that happening?  

MARC RISHE:  Yes.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  So will that be between 

these, your two properties?  

MARC RISHE:  No, that's on the -- that is on 

the west side of both properties.  So the Southold 

property has wetlands that sort of wrap around it, 

whereas the Greenport property is -- has a house 

on -- not a house, I'm sorry, a lot on each side, 

and wetlands on the north side only.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  So when they referred to 
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the east property line, they were actually 

referring to the west property line; is that what 

you're saying?  Because they didn't -- the minutes 

say east.  

MARC RISHE:  That's correct.  There's no 

wetlands on the east side of that property, 

correct.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  It's just a mistake.  

MARC RISHE:  I believe so, yes.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I don't have any other 

questions.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Anybody else from the Board 

before Mr. Saladino speaks?  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  I did have one 

question.  I know we had talked about a saltwater 

pool had been suggested.  Did you make a decision 

about that or -- 

MARC RISHE:  That's currently the intent.  We 

haven't -- we haven't finalized any of the plans 

for obvious reasons, but that would be -- that 

would be the vinyl saltwater pool.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you, sir.  Mr. Saladino?  

JOHN SALADINO:  John Saladino, Sixth Street.  

As a point of information, I'm a member of the 

Conservation Advisory Council, also a member of the 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

REGULAR SESSION 8/24/23  51

Zoning Board.  So we have this application in front 

of the Zoning Board, so I won't make any reference 

to the property at 524?  520 on the map.  The 

property that resides in the Village of Greenport, 

I won't talk about it at all.  

When the Conservation Advisory Council went 

for the site inspection for the property on Madison 

in the Village of Greenport, we saw the notice, the 

public notice for the Trustees at the adjacent 

property.  And just as an offhand remark, we 

asked -- we asked the applicant, "What did the 

Trustees have to say?"  And he had told us, and I 

kind of think I'm getting it right, because it 

didn't make sense, that their request was to move 

the house closer to the wetlands, 5 feet.  Can I -- 

can I -- 5 feet?  Five feet closer to the wetlands?  

MARC RISHE:  No.  

JOHN SALADINO:  Move it back from street?  

MARC RISHE:  No.  

JOHN SALADINO:  Anyway -- 

MARC RISHE:  It was closer to the street, not 

closer to the wetlands.  

JOHN SALADINO:  Closer?  

MARC RISHE:  The Trustees had asked to 

move -- had asked to explore moving the house 
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10 feet closer to the street.  

JOHN SALADINO:  So to reduce -- that was 

what -- what triggered the -- 

MARC RISHE:  To increase the setback from the 

wetlands, right.  

JOHN SALADINO:  To violate the setback, they 

were asking to move the house closer to the street 

for less of a front yard setback.  We just kind of 

thought -- we weren't sure why they would ask that.  

When we made our recommendations to the 

Board -- I'm not sure if we even had any 

recommendations to the Board.  We had a -- we had a 

concern that we thought maybe you should just ask 

the Trustees the reasoning that they used.  Me 

personally, I never thought it would hold up the 

wetlands permit application.  I didn't think it was 

that big a deal.  Just so it wasn't a recommendation 

that you talked to the Southold Town Trustees, it 

was a suggestion.  That's how this -- in my mind, 

that's how this all came about.  

I haven't read -- I don't believe the CAC 

read the report from the Trustees.  What Southold 

Town does, Southold Town does, you know.  But that 

was the reason we made the suggestion, that you 

talk to the Trustees.  
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Personally, I thought you would close the 

public hearing that night and just -- I didn't 

think it would take four months or three months to 

get a report from the Trustees.  So that was -- 

that was our reasoning for the suggestion, that's all.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Understood.  Thank you.  

JOHN SALADINO:  Thanks.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I'd just like to make a 

comment on this.  The property that we're 

reviewing, 520 Madison, the house is proposed to 

be -- the addition on the house is proposed to be 

99 feet from the wetlands, and that is similar to 

the conditions that the Southold Town Trustees were 

asking for the adjacent property.  They were asking 

the applicant, if I understand this correctly, to 

move his house closer to the street to achieve 

about a 95-foot setback between the wetlands -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Increase the buffer between 

the house.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Between the wetlands and 

that proposed house on that adjacent property.  If 

my understanding is correct, I believe that the 

project at 520 Madison, the one we're considering, 

is similar to and kind of consistent with what the 

Southold Town Trustees were trying to achieve, as 
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it's proposed.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  That's all.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Anybody else have any comments?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  No.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, would you like to speak, sir?  

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  Michael Osinski, 307 Flint 

Street.  It's my understanding, that having read 

the Village Code very carefully, the Village Code, 

the Village has no setback from the wetlands.  It 

is not mentioned in Village Code anywhere.  Why 

is -- why does the Village care if it's not in the 

code?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Why do we care how close 

construction is to wetlands?  

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  Well, it doesn't say in the 

Village Code anything about that.  Where is the 

code that says that?  There's no setback code in 

the Village of Greenport, there's none.  So you're 

making this up out of -- 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I'm not saying that there 

is a setback?  

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  Well, it seemed like you're 

mentioning a setback code that applies in Southold 

Town -- 
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TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  No, I'm -- 

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  -- but doesn't apply in the 

Village.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I'm not mentioning any 

setback code.  I'm referring to setbacks that's 

proposed on the site plan, the applicant's site 

plan.  

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  Okay.  But the Town of 

Southold may have 100-foot setback, but the Village 

of Greenport has none.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Well, your point's taken.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  He was specifically stating -- 

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  Okay.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- how it was set back from 

the wetlands in comparison to the house next 

door -- 

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  Right.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- which is in Southold.  

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  Right.  But I just want -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  That's what he said.  

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  I thought I heard you say 

that similar to the Southold Town, in the property 

in the Village, you wanted a 99 or 95% -- 99-foot 

setback.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  He said we did get that.  
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TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Let me, let me just clarify 

it.  I wasn't saying I wanted or didn't want it.  I 

was saying the applicant's proposal, as it stands, 

they proposed to put their house 99 feet from the 

wetlands.  I said that is similar to what the 

Southold Town Trustees were looking for on the 

adjacent property.  

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  Thank you.  Thank you for 

the -- 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Yeah, but thank you for 

your point as well.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  You want to make a motion 

on this?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yeah, I'll make -- you 

want to do it, or you want me to?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Please, go ahead.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I'd like to make a motion 

to approve the wetlands application submitted by 

Kate Rummel, agent on behalf of -- oh, wait.  Do we 

have to do SEQRA first?  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  I would suggest you do two 

things, close the hearing, then do SEQRA, and then 

do the -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yeah, that's right, we've 

got to close the hearing.  I'm sorry.  I'll make a 
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motion to close the hearing.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Second.  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

The hearing is closed.  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  SEQRA, it's Type -- you're 

the Lead Agency, Type II Action, no environmental 

review required.  That would be your motion.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay.  So I'll make a motion 

that this is a Type II SEQRA, which requires no 

action.  May I have a second, please?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Can you just clarify the 

Village is the Lead Agent?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  And the Village is Lead Agent 

on this.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  
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Mary Bess?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I'd like to make a motion 

to approve the wetlands permit application 

submitted by Kate Rummel, Agent on behalf of 

67 Sound Cheshire LP for the property at 

520 Madison Avenue, Greenport, New York, 11944 to 

approve the applic -- to approve the -- renovate 

the existing house, add two 1-story additions, 

install inground swimming pool, outdoor shower, 

gravel driveway and walkway, as well as an 

ecological restoration wetland buffer.  +/- 144 

cubic yards of fill will be excavated.  Excavated 

materials will be graded on site.  The public 

hearing was -- blah, blah, blah -- sorry.  

Excavated material will be graded on site.  I'll 

make the motion to approve.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Second, please.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  
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With that, we'll open up the meeting to the 

public for anything else that the public would like 

to speak to.  Okay.  Somebody behind you first.  

Thank you for your patience, sir.  

MARC RISHE:  Thank you.  

PETER HARRIS:  Good evening.  Peter Harris 

212 Knapp Place, Greenport.  My first thing, I'd 

like to respond to the Resolution No. 4 on 

tonight's agenda to be voted on, the resolution 

approving the donation of the Village of Greenport 

Fire Department vehicle known as Fire Engine 8-3-5 

as is, without warranty or representation of 

condition to the Terry Farrell Firefighters Fund.  

Thank you, thank you very much for that.  It's nice 

to know that there is an organization that will 

take and expend funds to rehabilitate this vehicle, 

and that they would donate it to a Fire Department 

that is not able, able to have the funds to 

purchase.  So thank you, if you do vote in favor of 

that.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  The right thing to do.  

PETER HARRIS:  The second thing is the 

Resolution No. 8 about the new ferry terminal.  And 

I was trying to absorb reading the information.  Am 

I to understand that the parking that is now -- 
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that goes up against, facing the railroad tracks, 

and then there's a pathway, and then there's 

parking behind that, is that going away?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, it is.  There's a -- 

there's a small amount of it that stays.  This was 

approved under the prior Mayor and the last 

administration -- 

PETER HARRIS:  Okay, because -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- after how much work?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  There was -- this 

was -- yeah, this has been ongoing.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  A year-plus.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  -- for quite a -- 

yeah, more like two or three years.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  

(Laughter)   

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  I spent a big chunk of 

my life on this project, yes.  

PETER HARRIS:  Well, the only reason why, and 

the reason why I'm asking, is that because of the 

fact that I have a -- I have a 92-year-old mother 

that has 24-hour care, and every Thursday I meet a 

caregiver that's coming in on the train, and then I 

take her to my Mom's, and then I bring the girl 

that's there back down to the train so she can take 
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the 1:53 out of town, and I noticed there's like 

50 cars there every day.  And then I look across 

into the parking lot on the south side of the 

tracks and there's maybe 12 parking places.  So I'm 

just trying to rationalize 50, and we're doing 

away, and we're wanting them to go over to the 

south side, and there's only going to be -- and 

there's only 12.  Where are the rest of all those 

cars parked?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Well, on the southern side of 

the railroad tracks, there's a significant amount 

of parking spaces over there.  

PETER HARRIS:  No, that's what I'm talking 

about.  I'm talking about -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  There's a lot more than 12.  

PETER HARRIS:  No, what I'm -- Mayor, what 

I'm trying to say, that there's parking places that 

are in use, okay?  When I'm counting 12, there's 12 

open spaces there, because there's already cars 

parked there, and that's every Thursday when I go 

down, when I go to do the pickup and bring back.  

So by taking -- when you have 50, 50 vehicles 

parked, and we're taking that away to expand the 

line, the lanes for the -- for the ferry, and we're 

saying, well, we're just going to shift that over 
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to the south side of the tracks and we're going to 

resurface the parking, and there's a -- you can 

resurface what's there.  But I'm trying -- what I'm 

trying to say is there's not room for the 50 cars 

that are -- that are there on a daily basis to be 

transferred over to the south side where the bus 

terminal is, because you have people that are 

parking there for the bus, and you have people that 

are parking there for long-term that use the train, 

or are going -- you know, I'm just -- I'm just 

trying to rationalize where 50 cars that currently 

park now, there's not room for 50 cars on the 

opposite side.  That's all I'm -- that's all I'm 

trying -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Paul.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  If I may, we're not -- 

the total number of spaces, if I remember 

correctly, is actually increasing by a few.  But on 

the south side there's still going to be plenty of 

spaces.  We're not eliminating the entire lot, 

there's still going to be spaces there.  I don't 

have the count, I don't recall it off the top of my 

head, but there's still going to be a significant 

number of spaces.  I don't -- again, I don't recall 

how many.  
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TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  On the north side.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  I'm sorry, on the 

north side.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  On the north side.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  I'm sorry.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  So there's going to be like 

a kiss-and-ride area that has additional parking.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Right, there's 

drop-off spots, there's -- there will be a full -- 

you know, regular handicapped spots, there's -- and 

a number of regular parking spaces in that, in that 

area.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  And then the parking in the 

Jitney lot is reconfigured -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Right, they're increased.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- and will run east to west, 

rather than north to south.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  They're increasing spaces.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Correct.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  And that -- and that gives 

us more spaces.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Correct.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Yes.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Pete, have you seen the 

actual diagram of -- 
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PETER HARRIS:  No, I've never seen the 

diagram.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  So -- 

PETER HARRIS:  I'm only rationalizing what I 

know is there, and knowing what -- people park on 

the north side of the tracks right now.  And simple 

math tells me you can't take 50 and shift over to 

a -- to an area where there's not going to be 

enough room to accommodate those 50 that -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I think if you look at it, 

if -- and I'll be more than happy to get you a copy 

of it.  I think if you look at the actual drawing 

of what's been approved, it will make more sense 

to you.  

PETER HARRIS:  Okay.  Like I said, I'm -- I'm 

only here, you know -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  No, I appreciate the -- I 

appreciate -- 

PETER HARRIS:  On personal observation that I 

see every Thursday, and it's not like, wow, I 

wonder what's going on in Greenport today, there's 

so many cars here, it's every Thursday, and it 

doesn't make a bit of difference if it's July or if 

it's October.  There -- that's how many cars are 

there.  You have people that are employed that work 
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on Shelter Island, you know, or what have you, or 

people that are parking and leaving the vehicle and 

they're getting on the train and they're going out 

of town, or they're getting on the bus and they're 

going out of town.  I was just -- just my 

observation of, you know, knowing that they -- you 

want to expand, you know, the lanes for loading for 

the ferry to try to cut down as many people that 

are on Wiggins Street in line.  So, you know, 

again, I'm not -- I'm not trying to throw a dagger 

at anyone.  I'm just -- like I say, personal 

observation.  I just was trying to -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  No.  And I'm glad you 

brought it up, because it will bring the topic out 

into the public again that this is going on.  

Thank you.  

PETER HARRIS:  Okay.  What -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  One of the things that's 

going on, just by way of example, is that because 

of the traffic on the South Fork, there's a lot of 

construction crews that are now using the North 

Ferry to go to Shelter Island.  

PETER HARRIS:  Oh, absolutely.  And, I 

mean -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  So employees are parking in 
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that area.  And those parking spots that you see 

there in the gravel area are managed by the MTA.  

The lot on -- 

PETER HARRIS:  Uh-huh.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- the south side is actually 

managed by the Village, and so we'll be able to 

better patrol it once it all gets restriped and the 

whole project's implemented.  One of the -- 

PETER HARRIS:  No, I understand that.  You 

know, Mayor, the trade parade, you know, they use 

the ferry to go -- you know, it's to go across and 

get to where they're going, than to try to battle, 

battle, you know, coming down Route 27 for -- to 

where it ends in Southampton.  And I get it, you 

know, I understand, you know, and why we need more 

room.  But I was just also trying to figure out the 

accommodations of cars that are parking for people 

that are parking there now.  Where are they going 

if we're taking -- if we're taking this -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Well, one of the other things 

you'll be pleased to hear is that the handicapped 

access for ADA accessibility is going to be 

significantly better -- 

PETER HARRIS:  Uh-huh.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- and improved, as will, of 
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course, the paving directly adjacent to it, so 

getting your mother to and fro will be a lot 

easier.  

Did you have anything else you wanted to say 

this evening?  

PETER HARRIS:  Yeah.  If you remember, last 

Thursday I was here and I was speaking about the 

Carousel.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes.  So we have -- the 

Village Manager has spoken to the head of the 

Recreation Department, who has been working with 

the team and doing some additional training with 

the staff.  You can speak to it briefly.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Yeah.  They -- just to 

be clear, too, at the beginning of the season, 

they're all -- all the employees are fully trained, 

and they sign off on all of the requirements.  And 

there was a refresher done through in-person and 

email text messages and the like.  Everything has 

been reinforced.  We are also ramping up a little 

bit of supervision as much as we can on the 

weekends as well.  

PETER HARRIS:  Okay.  Well, I'm not going to 

speak, I'm not going to speak on behalf of my 

daughter, but she had a problem there last night.  
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And today my wife went and had my granddaughter at 

the Carousel, and they get -- you know, they paid 

to get on the -- to go on the Carousel, and part of 

the operation of the Carousel is the machine.  

Well, it's not a machine, it's a device that was 

the -- as the Carousel turns, the riders try, they 

take the ring for -- the person who gets the brass 

ring receives a free ride.  That's -- that's a part 

of how the operation of the Carousel.  

Well, today, my wife was down there with my 

granddaughter, and I believe there -- she said 

there was only two people working, one at the -- 

where you pay and one person for the Carousel, and 

the ring device was not in operation.  So my wife 

very politely said to the -- it was an older, older 

person that was doing the merry-go-round itself, 

and she said, "So what's with" -- "what's with 

the" -- "with the" -- "with the brass ring?"  She 

says, "Well, I don't know how to" -- "I don't know 

how to work it."  She says, "I've worked here for 

years and I don't know how to" -- "I don't know how 

that thing operates."  And I'm -- and I'm saying to 

myself, you've worked here for years, but you don't 

know -- you don't know how -- it's -- I mean, they 

feed the rings in the top, and I believe there's a 
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pin or something, they -- once the machine -- once 

the merry-go-round starts to go, they pull the pin 

or something and then the rings come down, and as 

they go about by the riders get the ring.  I mean, 

it's not rocket science.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  If I could interject, clearly 

not acceptable.  Mr. Pallas, could you please speak 

with Margo and figure out what happened with this 

woman?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Again, I have no -- 

yeah.  I don't -- 

PETER HARRIS:  And my -- so, you know, I 

mean, I will say that the conversation between my 

wife and the lady was very amicable, she was very, 

very nice.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  It sounds like maybe it 

wasn't her normal job and somebody else normally 

did it.  

PETER HARRIS:  And she just -- she just 

asked, she says, "Can I ask you, who's your boss?  

Who do you answer to?"  And she said Margo.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Yes, that's correct.  

PETER HARRIS:  So -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Margo is a long-time valued 

member who heads up the Recreation Department for 
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the Village, manages the summer camps, swim 

lifeguards.  

PETER HARRIS:  It sounds -- I'm not saying 

that she's not a valued employee, but I got to tell 

you, you know, I mean, I came in here in the last 

week and I told you about a problem.  My daughter 

had a problem last night with an employee down 

there.  My wife, she didn't have a problem with the 

employee, just the fact that the device wasn't 

working.  She says that's -- that's half, that's 

half the ride.  The kids, you know -- you know, 

being able to try to get that, get that ring.  And 

it's not computerized, it's not computer science, 

it's just a matter of someone dropping the rings in 

the top.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  No, we appreciate you sharing 

and we'll look into it, if you'd like.  

PETER HARRIS:  So, again, I would -- I would 

appreciate if we could definitely get that -- get 

that down there, because it's -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you, sir.  

PETER HARRIS:  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Kevin, yes, please.  Good 

night, Nancy.  Good night.  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  Good evening.  Kevin Quinlan, 
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181 Fifth Street, Greenport.  I brought this up 

before.  We have a petition from the Fifth Street 

residents, and we have 61 signatures, that we are 

trying to get some speed bumps, like I talked about 

the last time, and try to get something done with 

the speeding going down Fifth Street.  It hasn't 

gotten any better.  And, in fact, we've been 

calling the police a couple of times, and numerous 

neighbors have been calling the police.  

My son almost got hit by three motorcycles 

speeding up and down the road about -- last week, 

and we called about it, and it probably took 

probably half an hour for somebody to get down 

there to check things out.  And I know you say -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  How many times did you call 

the police?  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  Oh, I've -- we've called -- 

I've called a couple of times already.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Uh-huh.  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  My son called the other 

night.  He was scared.  He's out walking his dog, 

he almost got hit, three motorcycles pulling 

wheelies down the road, and just out of control.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  And it took them 30 minutes 

to get there?  
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KEVIN QUINLAN:  Yeah.  Usually, on an average 

of about 30 minutes, so usually everything is gone 

by the time they get there.  And the thing that 

bothers me sometimes, too, is it -- I know you said 

we have more police presence in the area, and I see 

them patrolling like during the day, when a lot of 

things aren't going on.  But when they do go down, 

there's a lot of activity down at the end of the 

street, and you see open containers on the back of 

the trucks, and people are drinking, and people are 

down there and they're -- you know, you have the 

music.  I've noticed when they get down, they get 

down to Johnson Place, they get to the street, they 

don't go down the end of Fifth Street, they make a 

turn on Johnson, and they just go right around the 

block and they don't do anything.  

So I know we have talked about more police 

presence, but we're not seeing it at the times that 

it should be.  When things are happening, that's 

when you have to be down there, or put people on 

the side streets, let them check things out.  We 

need speed bumps.  We need a stop sign at the end, 

before you get to Johnson, coming from the beach, 

to slow them up a little bit.  

And I don't know.  I know we -- you talked 
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about you hired another Code Enforcer, and I'm just 

wondering how that's making out, because I -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  We're in -- we're in the 

process of bringing in another Code Enforcement -- 

KEVIN QUINLAN:  Okay.   

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- person on.  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  I thought he was already on.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  But this is really a police 

issue, not Code Enforcement. 

KEVIN QUINLAN:  Right.  No, I know, it's a 

police issue.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  And it's not up to us, as the 

residents, to -- you know, the people -- I've 

talked to different residents and they -- they've 

actually gone down the street and have gone after 

some of them, and trying to, you know, tell them to 

slow up a little bit.  We don't need to be putting 

this in our own hands, it's -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  No, absolutely not.  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  You know, the police are 

supposed to be doing that, and that should be down 

there in a matter of minutes when something like 

this happens, so they can get to the point.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  So, as I had mentioned last 
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time this was brought up, I had met with -- I meet 

with the Chief of Police regularly, as, you know, 

the Village Administrator is in touch with him, 

too.  He had assured us that they would be adding 

additional routes over there.  I'll make a point of 

speaking to him tomorrow -- 

KEVIN QUINLAN:  Right.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- and let him know that this 

has gotten more serious, and we clearly need to 

make sure -- 

KEVIN QUINLAN:  Yeah.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- that we have additional 

coverage down there taking a look at it.  

As it relates to the speed bumps, I know 

we've had some discussion, and there's some 

concerns about potential liabilities, etcetera.  

One thing I'm familiar with in a few communities 

I've lived in, that has been helpful at 

intersections, is -- I'm forgetting the terminology 

for it.  It's not a true round-about, but it's like 

a mini circle in the center of smaller resident 

intersections.  I think this may be something we 

want to bring somebody on to potentially study the 

two options.  You know, it's going to require 

somebody taking a look at it.  
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The Police Chief had expressed some concerns 

about seeing speed bumps in residential 

neighborhoods and not having proper signage, 

etcetera.  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  Yeah. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  But, you know, I'd like to 

make the request of the Village Manager to take a 

look at this and, you know, talk to one of our 

engineers -- 

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Sure.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- and bring something in 

front of the Board, and we can share that with the 

community.  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  If not speed bumps, how about 

like they put in front of toll booths sometimes?  

You come up to toll booths, it's like a rumble.  

You know, you chop the road up a little bit, so 

when you're coming down, you have to slow up, 

otherwise you -- 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Yeah, that could be done to 

try to -- try to calm it, and less --  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  Down the street.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yeah.  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  It's a little annoying, it 

might be noisy, but something has to be done.  And, 
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like I said, they need to get down and enforce the 

drinking down at the park, it's a little out of 

control.  I mean, it's to the point where some of 

the neighbors, I know the woman, they don't want to 

walk down there during the day or even at night, 

because they're afraid, because there's numerous 

ones down there, and they're partying down there 

and hanging out with open containers, and 

there's -- they're afraid to go down there.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  The -- 

KEVIN QUINLAN:  It needs to be enforced. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Well, we'll make sure the 

Chief is on it, and we'll discuss it further.  

One thing that you should be aware of, and 

I've already spoken to Village Counsel about it, is 

when the Village had handed over our Police 

Department's control to the Town of Southold to 

manage, there was never any type of 

intermunicipality agreement that was done between 

the Town of Southold and the Village of Greenport.  

And that is something that we are going to be 

working on, so that we make certain that we have 

very clearly defined terms of what is needed by the 

Village of Greenport as far as level of service and 

management, and working together with the Town, so 
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this would be something that we could always refer 

back to.  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  Right.  I just hope that you 

will get in touch with the Chief and -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  I see him regularly.  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  -- bring this up to him 

and -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Rest assured, it will be my 

first call in the morning.  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  You know, I see them in a lot 

of other areas, you know, for a lot of time and 

they're not moving.  And if we could just get 

people on the side streets, you know, just to 

monitor these things and see what's going on, 

before somebody really does get hurt, you know, and 

it's going to happen if something's not taken care of.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  I appreciate it.  And I'm 

going to submit this to the Board.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Great.  

KEVIN QUINLAN:  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, sir.  

RALPH EDWARDS:  Hi.  Ralph Edwards, 163 Fifth 

Street.  I just want to echo what Kevin has just 

said.  But I also want to just point out that I 
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think the broader issue here is enforcement of the 

rules at that park.  So if you have rules that say 

that -- and you have them clearly posted, that 

above 25 people, you need a permit, that there's no 

gas grills permitted, that the park closes at dusk, 

which is a key element, and that you shouldn't have 

amplified music, those rules should be enforced, 

and failing to enforce those rules lends a climate 

of a little bit of disarray.  And so then what you 

have is you have people with open containers.  Many 

of these people are down there for hours and hours 

at a time, they're not down there briefly and 

leaving.  And so you've had -- you have people who 

are getting increasingly upset and nervous, because 

people who have been down there for eight, 10 

hours, they've clearly been drinking, and then 

they're coming up our street.  

So I want to say that I know that there is an 

element which wants to study things, which wants to 

review things.  But something really has to be done 

here, because we really are getting to the point 

where we feel that somebody going out and walking 

their dog at night, somebody, some kid on a 

bicycle, maybe going the wrong way, maybe, you 

know, being a little sloppy, is going to end up 
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getting hurt, and, at that point, we'll get our 

speed bump.  At that point, it will be like Depot, 

they get a light.  It's going to be like behind the 

hospital, where there is a speed bump.  It will be 

like Peconic Landing, where I work, where they used 

to put in seasonal speed bumps because somebody was 

hurt.  

So I would like to emphasize that people 

should get on this and move it forward.  I 

appreciate the fact that the calls are going to be 

made, but I do see the police cars drive up, drive 

around, drive off.  Nobody ever gets out.  And 

there have been times when I've seen the police 

cars drive by, and there are clearly things that 

should be addressed, or at least looked at, open 

containers, large groups, amplified music.  

So I think it's a -- it is the speed, that's 

our primary concern, because we feel somebody is 

going to be hurt.  But the broader issue is who is 

going to take responsibility for enforcing those 

rules that you have plainly posted on the green 

signs that list the four things that are 

problematic?  And if you don't enforce those four 

things, then you're going to broader problems.  

Thank you very much.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you, sir.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Thank you.  

GARY SCHARFMAN:  Can I?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, sir.  

GARY SCHARFMAN:  Hello.  Gary Scharfman, 

312 Fifth Street.  I wasn't really planning on 

speaking tonight, but the two gentlemen who 

preceded me, that petition I actually signed, and 

so did my husband, because we've witnessed what 

goes on on Fifth Street almost every day at certain 

hours of the day or evening.  

I appreciate the fact that this is under 

study, and that the idea of liability is a big 

question that the Attorney had mentioned at the 

last meeting or so.  And I was really glad to 

come to hear you say, Mr. Mayor, that you might be 

thinking about islands, or something of that sort, 

in the intersections to help curb the -- you know, 

just keep it from being able to speed, because you 

can't really go down the middle of the street when 

there's some sort of island or something, and as an 

intermediary between the -- between each cross 

street.  

I also wanted to just mention that when I 

signed that petition, I made clear to the person 
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who had come to our home that I'm very concerned 

about also speed bumps and other things that might 

cause noise, because the last thing I know I want 

to hear is any sort of like, you know, that sound 

the speed bump makes, or some sort of grading.  

So can -- so when you talk about these ideas, 

I was wondering if anyone thought about, you know, 

when you go to a toll booth and you go through it 

without paying, they capture your license plate and 

then they getcha.  And I just wondered if there's 

some way, if we could maybe marry the idea of maybe 

some sort of, I don't know, island, kiosk, I don't 

know what it would be, but with something that 

actually captures people's license plates.  So, in 

fact, the police may or may not be there in time to 

capture you speeding, but they'll have it on record 

and they could come to your door, and then they can 

find you that way, and other things if need be.  

So I just want to know, when these 

conversations are happening, if there's some way of 

kind of opening that up to, you know, the fact that 

there's technology out there that's pretty simple 

right now to prevent people from getting away from 

doing, you know, what they shouldn't be doing.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  The cameras, as I understand 
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in practice, are typically used for illegal turns 

or skipping payment on something.  I don't believe 

they could be used for speeding.  You need to -- 

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  You need a State Law that 

would permit it.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  We don't have one.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  But I would welcome you back 

to the next work session.  We will have a 

conversation about this next month, and have some 

data in regards to some potential solutions beyond 

a report of conversation with the Police Chief.  

GARY SCHARFMAN:  Thank you.  When is that 

meeting?  I'm sorry.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  That would be the third 

Thursday of September.  

GARY SCHARFMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, sir, John.  

JOHN WINKLER:  John Winkler, Fifth Street.  

Two items.  The last, last meeting I was here, we 

mentioned putting signs up at the park, bilingual 

signs, and I know you instructed the Administrator 

to work on that.  What -- what's in process, and 

how far have we gotten with the signs?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  I haven't had the 
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opportunity to start that, John, there's a lot 

going on, but I will, it's still on my list to do.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Okay.  And my usual thing is 

the end of Sixth Street.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  So have you been down there 

recently?  

JOHN WINKLER:  Oh, yeah.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  So there -- there were a 

couple of old boats that were done down there that 

have since been removed.  

The other thing that happened is the drain at 

the end of the street, which was completely 

clogged, because the Village had not done any jet 

cleaning of drains in a while, has been done.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Right.   

MAYOR STUESSI:  We rented -- this Village 

Board approved in last month's meeting the rental 

of a jet vacuum truck for a month, which is going 

through the Village and cleaning out other drains.  

And then the other thing that's been done is 

the Village Administrator has been made a request 

to the DEC to get a ruling on removing the existing 

bulkhead, which is, you know, rough and in bad 

shape, as you know, due to safety concerns.  We're 

awaiting a response from them.  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

REGULAR SESSION 8/24/23  84

JOHN WINKLER:  Well, again, I -- what I'm -- 

what I've noticed in the last week is that now the 

water is coming over the curb and cutting a rut 

through the beach, okay?  Now I would say 20 to 

30 feet of that beach has been abandoned, okay?  

Nobody manages it.  It's been like that way for two 

years, okay?  And I don't know what the process in 

the past was for repairing the beach, okay?  Maybe 

Paul can fill -- he had done it in the past.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Did you bring sand into the 

beach in the past? 

JOHN WINKLER:  What's the -- 

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Yeah.  

JOHN WINKLER:  What's the process?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  You're talking -- 

where exactly?  You're talking about exactly at the 

end of Sixth?  

JOHN WINKLER:  And it's been done at the end 

of Fifth.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  No, where the 

problem -- 

JOHN WINKLER:  You've added -- you've added 

sand on the end of Fifth after Sandy.  You added 

sand on the end of Sixth after another storm, and 

repaired the drain.  What was the process?  And it 
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didn't take two years.  What was the process then?  

And why hasn't it been done in two years?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Well, again, I can't 

answer that question, but the -- what area 

specifically -- 

JOHN WINKLER:  You can't answer that?  Paul, 

you can't answer the question?  Did you know that 

the damage was down there?  Have you been down 

there?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  John.  John, can I ask 

what area you're talking about?  

JOHN WINKLER:  Right at the end of Sixth 

Street, okay?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Where the pipe is?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  That's what I was 

trying to ask you.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Where the pipe is that 

goes out.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Right, okay, and where the 

bulkhead is.  

JOHN WINKLER:  It's totally washed -- it's 

been totally washed out, okay?  The bulkhead, the 

pilings are in good shape, but the sheathing, I 

guess that's what you call it, is not in good 

shape.  It could either be filled in, or just 
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take -- the sheathing taken off and filled in.  The 

pipe has to be supported somehow, maybe, maybe put 

stone underneath it or something to keep it up 

higher, because every time it gets washed out it 

sinks into the bay, okay?  So -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Well the biggest issue the 

street is lower than the water level.  When the bay 

rises, it comes in?  

JOHN WINKLER:  Well, no.  Well, that happens 

everywhere.  That happens on Fifth, too.  Whenever 

that tide is -- the tide is high -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  But it's lower on Sixth than 

it is on Fifth Street, so it's --  

JOHN WINKLER:  The pipe is lower.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  No, the street's lower, too.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  The street is lower.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Right, but the street has to 

be lower, that's how it drains the water down to 

the bay, that's the reason.  The street gets higher 

every time we pave it.  That's the reason the pitch 

is down to the beach.  The problem is, is that when 

the tide is high, the pipe gets filled up.  You 

know, it can't -- the water can't come out of the 

pipe, okay?  When the tide goes down, the drainage 

works, okay?  That's been happening probably for 
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75 years, it's been like that.  Same thing at Fifth 

Street.  It's a little better now because we have 

retention there, okay?  So now the water goes into 

the manholes that are on the street.  We don't get 

so much flooding down on Fifth Street.  But when 

it's high tide and that -- those manholes cannot 

hold the water, then it floods there until the tide 

goes out.  That's been happening for a long, long 

time, okay?  

The problem is, is that I don't understand 

why this has taken taking two years for that beach 

to be taken care of.  That's -- that's the 

taxpayers' beach.  If you had a water -- if you had 

waterfront property, would you let that happen to 

you, or would you -- or would you fix it?  If 

you're a waterfront property owner, would you fix 

it?  Would you let it go for two years and now 

getting worse?  

I don't know what that grass is there.  I 

think it's an invasive species that's -- you can't 

use the beach there, people can't sit there.  It's 

got to be maintained, and it hasn't been, and I 

don't understand why.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Well, that's why we're 

looking to remove the metal that's there and sharp, 
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that you could -- 

JOHN WINKLER:  No, that part I totally agree 

with, but it's the time that it's taken to fix that 

area.  Who has been down there looking?  The Road 

Department knows it's like that?  Why has it taken 

two years?  That's all my question.  We've had this 

situation in the past and it's been fixed, and it's 

been fixed rapidly.  And I understand you got to 

get -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Paul, can you explain what 

this fix was, because I'm not understanding.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  I was trying to.  

The -- where the area the pipe is, we intend as 

part of -- when we do the playground work, the sand 

that's there we're going to place where the pipe is 

to raise that up.  If we remove the bulkhead, it 

will actually help the scouring that's going on on 

top of the pipe, because the water hits the 

bulkhead and circulates and pulls the sand off of 

the pipe.  So we hope that when we remove -- 

assuming that that's the direction we go, we remove 

the bulkhead and recover the pipe, that it will 

remain there for a lot longer period of time than 

it has in the past.  That is our plan.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Well, I -- great plan, I'd 
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just like to see it happen, okay?  Again, the DEC 

permit could have been applied for a long time ago, 

and that's what you have done in the past when 

we've had damage down at that beach.  I know you 

have, because I've had discussions with you about 

this, okay?  And you got to get a permit -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  All right.  Well, it's -- 

JOHN WINKLER:  -- to put the sand back.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  We've reached out to the DEC.  

I can't do anything about what's been -- 

JOHN WINKLER:  I get it, I get it.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- before the last few 

months.  And then the playground equipment is 

scheduled to go in, what, in the next couple of 

weeks?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  No, I thinks in -- we 

actually, I think -- we haven't met with the 

contractor to firm up the schedule, but it's 

certainly going to be done early Fall.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Paul, when was -- when were 

those drains cleaned out?  Was that just recently?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  In the last week.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yes, last week.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  In the last couple of 

weeks.  
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JOHN WINKLER:  It happened so fast.  It 

happened so fast.    

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  So I had a conversation 

with John about this on Tuesday.  I went down at 

the end of Sixth Street, and that drain, that 

drainage pipe is clogged again.  So -- 

JOHN WINKLER:  Yes.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  -- you can see that it's 

difficult to keep that open, I mean, it's totally 

silted in already.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Well, now you can't.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  So that's days?  I think a 

few days.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah, less than a week.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Yeah.  And the catch 

basins -- 

JOHN WINKLER:  And this has been happening 

for two years.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  The catch basins at the end 

of Sixth Street are completely silted up to the 

grates, so I don't know if those were cleaned out.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  I'm sorry.  On Sixth 

or Fifth?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I'm sorry, on Fifth.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  No, that -- the -- we 
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did try it with -- those, the area, they do get 

full, they stay about half full, and we did try to 

drain them.  I tried to explain to our Road 

Department, you can try, but the water is going to 

come right back because it's groundwater.  

There is a very large field, and about half 

the normal water table, there's enough volume there 

to really help the flooding that goes on down 

there.  It has made, in my estimation, a very big 

difference after we put them in, in terms of the 

flooding that used to happen on Fifth.  On Sixth, 

it would be -- not impossible to do that.  The road 

is lower, as the Mayor mentioned, so there really 

isn't any -- we wouldn't go down very far before we 

hit groundwater, so.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Yeah, I understand the 

challenges of the terrain.  My point here is that 

they were just cleaned out and they have already 

silted up again.  It's not for lack attention in 

this case, not this week, they were maintained, but 

they don't work, it's just not working, so.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Right.  My concern, also, the 

Sixth Street residents, up to probably the pumping 

station, they get water in their basement every 

time that thing is not flowing.  So, you know, I 
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don't -- I don't know if they're complaining about 

it, but I've known in the past that there's -- 

they're always pumping water out of their 

basements.  So, you know, that's -- that's not 

nice, that's not good.  So, again, I appreciate it.  

I really -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  It's going to get worse, 

because -- it's going to get worse, because the 

water table, the seas are rising.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Well, again, I appreciate that 

something's happening, I really do.  And I'm not 

looking -- I just wanted -- just wanted to have 

things solved, the problem solved.  

And, again, if we can do something about that 

invasive -- the invasive species of grass that is 

taking up the whole -- that whole section at the 

end of Sixth Street, to get our beach back, to get 

our beach back.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Like I said, the goal was to 

remove the ratty bulkhead that's there -- 

JOHN WINKLER:  Uh-huh.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- do the work at the same 

time with the sand when they're doing the 

playground.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Sounds like a plan.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  So we're progressing with 

that.  And then the challenge of dealing with 

seawater that's coming in with a road that is that 

low, that's a much bigger issue that's going to 

take some serious money and engineering.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Mayor, I've been here for 

20 years, and I'm sure -- and I've talked to other 

people that lived in this Village for eternity.  

Kevin, that has always happened on Sixth Street.  

When the tide is high, the water can't get out.  

The minute the tide goes down, the street drains.  

That's been going on for probably a hundred years.  

I don't know when that road was put in.  But, 

again, it's a working system to a fault, but it 

works, okay?  I know what it would -- to raise, to 

raise the road, then the water wouldn't be able to 

drain to the bay, which is what the whole purpose 

of it is.  

And, again, I had -- when I was at that 

meeting at the Theater, and the gentleman, the 

representative that was there mentioned that some 

of these fund that we're paying 2% in when we sell 

a house -- buy a house can now be used for water 

quality.  Why can't we get them involved in some 

kind of environmental, environmental retention down 
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there when -- before we pave Sixth Street, to work 

with them, and possibly get some funds to help the 

water quality down there.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  You want to answer it?  

JOHN WINKLER:  I mean, we don't get any money 

from them.  We don't -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Well, part of the problem, 

John, is the Town of Southold has to do its due 

diligence to set up the committees, to set up the 

code changes for us to even apply for the access 

for that portion of that water money.  And we've 

been after them for how many -- what?  We were -- 

under the previous administration we were trying to 

get money.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Okay.   

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  We had a joint meeting 

with the Town Board recently, a couple of months 

ago, the same subject came up.  I know I've had 

discussions with Council people.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Uh-huh.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  But I think your biggest 

question, you should ask Supervisor Russell.  

JOHN WINKLER:  And I will, and I will.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  That's where you need to 

start.  
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JOHN WINKLER:  But where do we get the -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  The more -- the more likely 

place that we'll probably get money from is going 

to be from the County -- 

JOHN WINKLER:  The State and the County.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Right.   

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- or the State.  

JOHN WINKLER:  I mean, it's -- I mean -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Because the State is doing a 

lot more with the rest of that. 

JOHN WINKLER:  I think it's -- all these 

retention pits have been a great thing for the 

water quality here, but Sixth Street has been a 

problem for a long, long time.  And I know we're 

doing it on Clark, and I know we're doing it on 

Flint, but that doesn't -- that's nothing in 

comparison to the water drain-off that goes down 

Sixth Street.  So, again, maybe -- again, I don't 

know when you can get to -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Well, the issue with the 

retention basin that's down at the bottom of Fourth 

is that only works when you have a road that's up 

high enough that the water can then go down before 

it hits the bay, so that would require lifting 

Sixth Street.  
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JOHN WINKLER:  That doesn't happen at Clark.  

It seems the water runs to the bay on Clark.  I'm 

not going to get into engineering with you, because 

I'm not familiar with it and how they would do it.  

But, again, it seems to me that Sixth -- Fifth 

Street was done.  Sixth Street would seem to be a 

good idea to do before we do smaller streets, but 

that's not happening.  But I think we should sort 

of think about putting some kind of retention on 

the end of Sixth Street, because that's where all 

the water's coming down, that's where it's going in.  

I thank you.  I'm -- I've been, you know, 

doing this for three months now, and I'm just -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  We hear you.  

JOHN WINKLER:  I'm a little frustrated.  I 

appreciate the effort, and I thank you for going 

down there and taking a look.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  There's a solution to this 

problem.  Put the retention dry wells upstream on 

Sixth Street, because we have the same problem that 

comes on Flint Street, and, actually, it goes into 

private property.  Oh, sorry.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Okay.  I'll let you.  Thank 

you, again.  
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TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Thank you, John.  

JOHN WINKLER:  Thank you.  

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  Mayor it's a simple 

solution.  We know the solution.  Put the -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Please state your name for 

the record, please.  

MICHAEL OSINSKI:  Michael Osinski, 307 Flint 

Street.  Put dry wells along Sixth Street before it 

gets down to the end of the street.  Capture the 

runoff as it -- before it goes down to the end of 

the street where it goes in the bay.  

We talked to Southold Town, it's cheap.  We 

had the same runoff, goes into private property on 

my land.  We get Village -- the Village dump its 

stormwater on property that we own.  And the 

solution, and we've discussed it with the engineer 

in Southold, is to put dry wells where the water is 

coming from and capture it.  You'll capture most of 

it.  You won't get it all, but you'll capture most 

of it en route, and you won't have the problem of 

the stormwater there.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  Is there anybody 

else who would like to speak?  Yes, ma'am. 

DEBRA RIVA:  My name is Debra Riva and I live 

on Sixth Street.  My very simple question -- 
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MAYOR STUESSI:  Please state your address on 

Sixth Street, please.  

DEBRA RIVA:  433.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

DEBRA RIVA:  The possibility -- or I 

shouldn't say possibility.  When the speed bumps 

are put on Fifth Street, Sixth Street has to be 

considered, because whatever those people are doing 

on Fifth Street, and some of them are on Sixth 

Street every once in a while, they're going to come 

over and do Sixth Street.  They're going to speed, 

they're going to do whatever they do, because it's 

the same beach, it's the same park.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Understood.  

DEBRA RIVA:  My question is, is the Board 

considering the speed bumps on Fifth Street?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  We're going to be taking a 

look at that, together with some other potential 

solutions, and try and find something that will 

work, together with increased police presence.

DEBRA RIVA:  Okay.  So I just want to go on 

record that if Fifth Street has it, Sixth Street 

has to have it, and probably Fourth Street.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  It makes sense.  

DEBRA RIVA:  Thank you.  
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JOHN WINKLER:  All the streets.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  We're just going to put a 

gate up on Main Road.  

(Laughter)  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, please.  

SARA DUFFY EDWARDS:  Sarah Duffy Edwards, 

163 Fifth Street.  I want to go back again to the 

subject of Fifth Street, because I've heard you say 

we're going to get a new park this Fall, and that 

naturally -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Playground equipment.  

SARA DUFFY EDWARDS:  Playground equipment.  

Leads me to think that that park is going to become 

even more popular when there's a groovy new 

playground set there.  

It's really important that you pay attention 

to how fast people are going up and down the 

street.  Mayor, I know you hear it, because you 

live right off of Fifth Street.  But with more 

people there, very little police presence with 

speeding or anything else that is posted as 

unacceptable at that park, I think that we are 

raising the likelihood of an accident or worse.  

It's really, really important.  

And I feel like for seven or eight years, at 
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various points in time, neighbors have come and 

said it's getting worse.  It got a lot worse after 

the PSE&G project, when we put that lovely flat 

road in on Fifth Street.  Well, it's still flat and 

it's still lovely, but with more people, I think 

the likelihood of something happening expands 

greatly.  Please, pay attention to the fact that 

residents, 61 people on that street in a four-block 

radius, are concerned about this enough to sign a 

petition and to show up here tonight.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  Would anybody 

else like to speak?  Yes, ma'am.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Cathy Lenihan, 139 Fifth Street.  

So going along with all my neighbors, I just want 

to clarify, I think the response in the beginning, 

that it's the responsibility of the police.  Are 

you saying that for Code Enforcement in the park?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Speeding and drinking.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Oh, okay.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes.  Dealing with sizes of 

groups in the park would be a local jurisdictional 

Code Enforcement issue, or barbecues, etcetera.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Okay.  And so last month I 

raised that, and we were supposed to have a new 

Code Enforcer, and we just -- 
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MAYOR STUESSI:  We are trying to find a new 

Code Enforcement person.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Great.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  As I said last month, we put 

it in our budget this year.  We have one, we've had 

one guy, who is the Building Inspector, Code 

Enforcement, etcetera.  It's not acceptable, it's 

not enough.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Yeah.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  And we are in the process.  

Paul, is interviewing individuals for this role.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  So the solution, for those of 

us who are living there right now, what's the 

solution on the weekends for Code Enforcement in 

the park?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Alex is working weekends.  So 

if there is a problem, we can get you a contact and 

reach out in regards to it.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  That would be great.  So how 

will we get that contact information?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  We don't really have 

a -- the only office that you could contact would 

be the Marina Office, and they would be able to get 

in contact with him.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  I'm sorry.  What office?  
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ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  The Marina.  At the -- 

at our Marina Office.  That's the only office 

that's staffed on the weekend.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  So the -- so the process 

should be that we'll call the Marina Office?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  And they will get in 

touch with him.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  And they'll get in touch with 

Alex?  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  Yes.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Okay.  And one other thing, 

and maybe it's not possible, because I've heard 

some conversations about the website, and you have 

to take things down before you can put things up.  

We talked about having new signs put on Fifth 

Street Park, and you haven't had the time or we 

don't have the resources yet to put them up there.  

But when you look at the Greenport website, under, 

I think it's forms and applications, in the Clerk's 

Office, there are specific applications for public 

assembly permit for Mitchell Park.  I would like to 

see -- can we have the same for Fifth and Sixth 

Street Park?  Because it seems like all summer 

we've had large parties down there.  I'm not sure 

if we've gotten any permits.  But it would be nice 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

REGULAR SESSION 8/24/23  103

for the residents in our neighborhood to know if 

there's going to be a big party.  And if there -- 

and we -- if we -- if nobody's filled out an 

application, you're missing out on a lot of money, 

because there are parties every weekend.  

So if we could do some publicity, like a 

permit is required if you have people of a party of 

more than 25.  But because there's no Code 

Enforcement, no one does it, right?  If no one's 

going to come down and say you can't do it, they're 

just going to keep continuing to do it.  So if it's 

more visible, if it's up on the Village website.  

There's also a resolution and guidelines for 

Mitchell Park on the website.  I would ask that -- 

I think years ago there might have been a 

resolution by the Board to put up the signs in the 

park.  I think this went back and forth, and decide 

what the code was, right?  So I think there was a 

resolution.  Is it possible that that resolution 

and the guidelines for Fifth and Sixth Street Park 

are also posted on the Greenport website?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Cathy, can I just give 

you, that the -- at the last Wednesday meeting of 

the Code Committee, we were discussing the noise 

ordinance, which we will be bringing -- next week 
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we'll be discussing the Chapter 101, which is 

dealing with the beach, and the noise, and the 

code, and looking at the code to update it, and 

remove some things and add some things.  So if you 

would like to attend that meeting next Wednesday, 

it's at the Schoolhouse at 4 o'clock.  That's one 

of our agenda items, okay?  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Okay.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  All right.  Either that, 

or if you have any other thoughts, please email me 

at my Trustee's email address.  Or if anyone has 

any other, because we will be going over the rules 

and regulations of Fifth Street Beach and a lot of 

other things.  We've all heard this, but it's all 

being worked in with the noise ordinance.  We're 

reviewing both at the same time.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Okay.  Thank you.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay?   

MAYOR STUESSI:  We do occasionally see 

requests for permits for larger events at -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yes, we do.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- at the Fifth Street Park.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  And how is that communicated 

to those of us who live in the neighborhood?  And 

does the permit allow for amplified music and 
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alcohol?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  That's part of the -- 

that's part of the noise ordinance.  No, amplified 

music is not allowed down there.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Okay.   

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I understand there was a 

party this past weekend that had the generator in 

the -- in the bushes that was continued -- we all 

are hearing it, we all hear you, that's why this is 

being brought up under the noise ordinance, so that 

we can make sure that there's no conflicts between 

the two.  

And, also, some of the -- I believe some of 

the suggestions that were on -- being put on the 

sign were actually in the code, so we have to -- we 

have to tighten that up, okay?  But anybody there, 

we have -- the Fire Department will be having a 

picnic down there on Labor Day weekend.  You will 

be having the Chris Hamilton's fundraiser is going 

to be -- 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  The pig roast.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Huh?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  The pig roast.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  The pig roast is going to 

be down there as well.  
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SARA DUFFY EDWARDS:  There's a baptism 

Labor Day.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  There's a baptism, so -- 

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  These are in the 

resolutions tonight 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  These are in the 

resolutions.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Oh, okay.   

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  You have to -- so if you 

look on the website and you look at the agenda for 

the regular Board meeting, we have to approve the 

mass assembly permits, okay?

CATHY LENIHAN:  Okay.    

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  I'd like to add a 

clarification on one of Cathy's comments.  The 

public assembly permit applies to all of our public 

spaces, correct? 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Correct, yes.  

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  That's correct.  

There's just some -- there are some -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Moore's Woods, the Skateboard 

Park.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Right.  But there's one very 

specific to Mitchell Park, and it -- I think that 

it might raise awareness that it's needed if it's 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

REGULAR SESSION 8/24/23  107

identified specifically on the website.  Because 

right now, it's just listed, there's one for 

Mitchell Park, there's a resolution and guidelines 

for Mitchell Park, and everything else is kind of 

just a public permit.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Well, as I said, the 

website has been a topic of discussion on my part 

for a while, so, hopefully, we'll be able to move 

forward with some of the changes, okay?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  That's a good suggestion.   

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  And just on Mitchell Park, I 

was on Board when -- I guess it was about eight 

years ago, maybe 10 years ago, we developed what's 

known as the Mitchell Park Policy -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  That's what -- 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  -- guidelines.  You know, we 

had questions about who could use it, you know, 

with various organizations and things like that.  

So we felt the need to develop a policy as -- you 

know, so that is probably the most formal policy 

that the Village has on park space.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  And then one of the things I 

would ask you to be patient on is, as we get a new 
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Code Enforcement on -- person on and start looking 

into this, which will more than likely be more of 

an issue even next summer, of course, because 

summer is ending, but we also have to be careful as 

a Village that we're not impinging on anybody's 

constitutional rights with families gathering.  And 

sometimes multiple families will gather.  Next 

think you know, it's more than 25 people, with 

friends, etcetera.  

So, you know, one of the things that our 

Village Counsel is looking at with us is vet some 

of these rules and regulations.  They're 

participating in the Code Committee meetings, and 

so that would be part of the discussion.  

Somebody had made a complaint that somebody 

was camping in that park recently, and it was, 

you know, some sorted tented structure for children 

that they were using during the daytime, and he was 

spending the night.  So it's, you know, a little 

bit of balance, and, obviously, much more work to 

be done.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Uh-huh.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  So thank you.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Yeah.  And I think it's not 

the volume of people.  I don't think anybody minds 
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having a park filled, it's a public park.  I think 

it's the volume of people, the alcohol, and the 

amplified music is what makes it challenging.  So 

thanks.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  And safety from cars.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  Yes.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

CATHY LENIHAN:  All right.  Thanks.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Would anybody else like to 

speak?  Yes, Ms. Osinski.  

ISABEL OSINSKI:  Isabel Osinski, 307 Flint 

Street.  Regarding the parking and on the Long 

Island Railroad, I'm wondering if you harden the 

surface there, are you going to develop a runoff 

plan?  Because the runoff in the current parking 

lot goes directly into the water and is fairly 

unchecked, and more water running off these parking 

lots is polluting the water.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  So I'll let the Village 

Administrator speak to what was done.  Again, there 

was multiple years worth of work that went into 

this, including -- 

ISABEL OSINSKI:  Oh, okay, that's good.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- engineering and State 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

REGULAR SESSION 8/24/23  110

sign-offs and all that, but -- 

ISABEL OSINSKI:  I just want to know there's 

a -- 

ADMINISTRATOR PALLAS:  On the north, on the 

north side, there's a full drainage system being 

put in, drainage galley, similar to what's on the 

end of Fifth, Fifth Street.  On the south side, 

that we're resurfacing.  So there's really not 

going to be any major changes to the drainage or 

water flows, or anything on that side.  But on 

the -- on the north side, where all the new 

pavement's going to go, it's going to be fully 

contained.  

ISABEL OSINSKI:  Okay.  Because the -- if you 

walk along the beach by the southern parking lot, 

you can sink into your knees in the silt.  

Also, while you're redesigning the runoff 

around Sixth Street, you might want to -- if you're 

going to do a little -- little turn-abouts, you 

might as well incorporate a couple of dry wells 

into the middle of the round-about for runoff, so 

that you take care of two problems at one time.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Good idea.  

ISABEL OSINSKI:  And, also, you should give 

that guy with the merry-go-round, you should give 
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him a free ride.  

(Laughter) 

ISABEL OSINSKI:  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Would anybody else like to 

speak this evening?  

(No Response) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  All right.  We will move on 

to our resolutions.  These have been published on 

the website.  We have a full copy here.  If it's 

okay with the Board, what I would suggest doing is 

rather than reading the entire resolution, you just 

read the number, and we will vote for approval and 

make a motion on it without reading the contents of 

it.  Is everybody okay with that?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Yeah, I get the point.  We 

talked about this last week -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  -- because there were some 

very long resolutions.  But some of the speakers 

today were concerned about, like, where they're 

hearing about public assembly permits and things.  

And if we -- and these are short resolutions.  And 

if we just refer to the number, I think it's one 

less opportunity for the public to hear what it is 

we're resolving to do.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  So I'm a little concerned.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  And the other -- and the 

other point is, is if we as the Trustees would like 

to have a discussion on it, just reading the number 

off doesn't give the public an idea of what, what 

we're really doing, okay?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Right.  So -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  And the agenda's short 

tonight, so we could get through it quickly.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  And not to say that we 

can't do that -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yeah, it's just -- 

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  -- maybe in some other 

instances, particularly when there's long ones.  

I'd prefer not to skip over it.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Lily, you're up.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  All right.  

RESOLUTION #8-2023-1, RESOLUTION adopting the 

August, 2023 agenda as printed.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.
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TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #08-2023-2, 

RESOLUTION accepting the monthly reports of the 

Greenport Fire Department, Village Administrator, 

Village Treasurer, Village Deputy Clerk, Village 

Attorney, Mayor and Board of Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #08-2023-3, 

RESOLUTION to declare as surplus, and no longer 

needed for municipal purposes, the Village of 

Greenport Fire Department vehicle known as "Fire 

Engine 8-3-5".  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.
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TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #08-2023-4, 

RESOLUTION approving the donation of Village of 

Greenport Fire Department vehicle known as 

"Fire Engine 8-3-5" as is, without warranty or 

representation of condition to the Terry Farrell 

Firefighters Fund.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION #8-2023-5, 

RESOLUTION authorizing the solicitation of bids for 

the purchase of a one (1) new 2023 (or Current 

Model Year) Dodge Ram 1500 Night Edition or 

Equivalent, as approved by the Village of Greenport 

Fire Department Board of Wardens on August 16th, 

2023; to be used as a Chief's vehicle for the 

Village of Greenport Fire Department, and directing 
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the Clerk's office to notice the Request for Bids 

accordingly.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #08-2023-6, 

RESOLUTION approving the hiring of a part-time 

Firehouse Attendant and part-time Administrative 

Assistant.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #08-2023-7, 

RESOLUTION approving the attached Change Order from 

MDB Construction Corp, authorizing Mayor Stuessi to 
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execute the Change Orders, and authorizing the 

payment of the attached Change Orders in the amount 

of $11,330, to the contract between the Village of 

Greenport and MDB Construction Corp for the Roof 

Replacement Project at various Village owned 

facilities.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #08-2023-8, 

WHEREAS, the Village is desirous of renovating the 

North Ferry queueing area as described in a 

proposed Construction License Agreement between the 

Long Island Rail Road Company and the Village of 

Greenport, NOW, THEREFORE, the Board approves the 

proposed Construction License Agreement, subject to 

the Village Attorney approval as to form, and 

authorizes the Mayor to execute the amendment upon 

such approval.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION #8-2023-9, 

RESOLUTION authorizing the solicitation of bids for 

the replacement of siding at the Road Department 

annex building and the roof replacement at the Road 

Department main building, and directing Village 

staff to notice the bid solicitation accordingly.  

So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #08-2023-10, 

RESOLUTION approving the Public Assembly Permit 

Application submitted by the Greenport Fire 
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Department for the use of a portion of the 

Fifth Street Beach/Park from 12:00 noon through 

6:00 p.m. on September 23rd, 2023 (sic) for the 

annual Greenport Fire Department Picnic, and 

approving a waiver of the $50 application fee.  

So moved.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second, and a correction.  

It's September 3rd.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Oh, yes.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  September 3rd, 2023.  

I second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #08-2023-11, 

RESOLUTION approving the Public Assembly Permit 

Application submitted by the Relief Hose Company #2 

of the Greenport Fire Department for the use of the 

Polo Grounds at Moore's Lane from 9 a.m. through 

1 p.m. from October 24th, 2023 for the Car Show 
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Fundraiser, and approving a waiver of the $50 

application fee.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #08-2023-12, 

RESOLUTION approving the Public Assembly Permit 

Application submitted by Richard Vandenburgh on 

behalf of The Greenport Harbor Brewing Company, for 

the annual Oyster Festival, from 1 p.m. through 

6 p.m. on October 8th, 2023 and to include for 

further safety reasons temporarily closing a 

limited amount of Carpenter Street in front of the 

brewery from the intersection of Bay Avenue to the 

driveway entrance of Stidd Systems.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.
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TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION #8-2023-13,  

RESOLUTION approving the Public Assembly Permit 

Application submitted by Rebecca Santana Caraballo 

on behalf of Iglesia Alfa y Omega for the use of a 

portion of the Fifth Street Beach/Park from 8 a.m. 

through 3 p.m. on September 4th, 2023 for a group 

baptism.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #08-2023-14, 

RESOLUTION approving all checks for the Fiscal Year 

2022/2023 per the Voucher Summary Report dated 

08/21/2023, in the total amount of $1,703.29 

consisting of:

o  All regular checks in the amount of 

$1,703.29.  So moved.  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

REGULAR SESSION 8/24/23  121

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  RESOLUTION #08-2023-15, 

RESOLUTION approving all checks for Fiscal Year 

2023/2024 per the Voucher Summary Report dated 

7/24/2023, in the total amount of $2,947,515.16:

o  All regular checks in the amount of 

$2,551,966.97, and 

o  All prepaid checks (including wire 

transfers) in the amount of 395,548 -- I'm sorry.  

In the amount of $395,548.19.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  
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TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  And there's only one more 

statement I want to make.  As of August, Mitchell 

Park debt is paid.  Yay.  

(Applause)  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Brian, did we need to go to 

executive session, or are you still waiting for 

something to pick up?   

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  Still waiting.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Ah.  I'll make a motion to 

close the meeting.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE BRENNAN:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  Thank you, everybody.  

(The Meeting was Adjourned at 7:59 p.m.) 
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N

STATE OF NEW YORK  )

     ) SS:

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK  )

      I, LUCIA BRAATEN, a Court Reporter and Notary 

Public for and within the State of New York, do 

hereby certify:  

THAT, the above and foregoing contains a true 

and correct transcription of the proceedings taken 

on August 24, 2023 to the best of my ability.  

      I further certify that I am not related to 

any of the parties to this action by blood or 

marriage, and that I am in no way interested in the 

outcome of this matter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this 6th day of September, 2023.

      

____________________
        Lucia Braaten
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