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VILLAGE OF GREENPORT

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK : STATE OF NEW YORK
--------------------------------------x

  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

  REGULAR SESSION 

--------------------------------------x
  

        Station One Firehouse
 

Third and South Streets

Greenport, New York  11944

December 28, 2023

6:00 p.m. 

B E F O R E:

KEVIN STUESSI - MAYOR  

MARY BESS PHILLIPS - DEPUTY MAYOR/TRUSTEE  

PATRICK BRENNAN - TRUSTEE (Absent) 

LILY DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON - TRUSTEE  

JULIA ROBINS - TRUSTEE 

BRIAN STOLAR - VILLAGE ATTORNEY 

PAUL PALLAS - VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR 

CANDACE HALL - VILLAGE CLERK 
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(The Meeting was Called to Order at 6 p.m.) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  I'd like to make a motion to 

open the Regular Session meeting of December 28th.  

May I have a second, please?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  I'll second that.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  Trustee Brennan is out of town 

today, so it's the four of us this evening.  If you'd 

please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.  

(Pledge of Allegiance)

MAYOR STUESSI:  Please stand for a moment of 

silence for the following Village -- Villagers we've 

lost in recent weeks:  

As I mentioned last week, the mother of former 

Mayor George Hubbard, Jr., and wife of former Mayor 

George Hubbard, Sr., and grandmother to many, passed 

away recently, that is Arlene Hubbard. 

Richard Albert Herzog, Richard Field Halverson, 

Flora L. Vogel, Edward Keogh, Dorothy Simmons, 

Mary Elise Thornhill, Carol Helen Schott, 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Flynn Stenography & Transcription Service

 (631) 727-1107

Regular Session 12/28/23  3

William "BJ" Volinski, Jr., and Robert A. "Bob" Van Cleef.

(Moment of Silence)  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Please be seat seated.  

Thank you, everybody, for being here this 

evening.  Hopefully, we can have an efficient meeting.  

And some of you who might want to get over to the 

opening night of the Greenport Theater are able to do 

that tonight.  They're showing two films.  It's a 

wonderful day.  This is the very first night that the 

theater is open under community ownership.  It was 

transferred to the not-for-profit, and our community 

now owns this theater, which is truly a remarkable 

thing.  Congratulations to -- 

(Applause) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- Tony Spiridakis, the entire 

Board, and everybody in the community who participated 

in the fundraising.  A million dollars was raised.  

And former owner, Josh Sapan, donated it to the 

not-for-profit.  I'm excited to get over there myself.  

My family is over there this evening watching a film 

shortly.  

With that, we have a few announcements.  Village 

Hall will be closed this coming Monday, January 1st, 

2024, in observation of New Year's Day.  

And the next Vision For Greenport meeting will 
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be held on Thursday, January 11th, at 6 p.m. in the 

Greenport Firehouse.  We're going to be talking about 

housing that's affordable.  For those in our community 

who don't have that, it's a very important subject.  

We'll also be going over some updates to the LWRP, as 

well as discussing the recent code changes at a high 

level.  It's going to be interactive.  We have some 

folks from Pace University Law Center who will be 

coming down, and I would encourage everybody who can 

to please participate.  

With that, we are also in the midst of a sewer 

emergency.  Our main line, which runs down through the 

Silver Lake area on Monsell Trail, at the corner of 

Kaplan and North Street, broke approximately two weeks 

ago.  It took our Village crews approximately 12 hours 

to get it to stop.  We were very fortunate this 

happened in the cold winter quieter months, rather 

than the peak of summer, because the results would 

have been significantly different.  

As part of that, I enacted an emergency order in 

regards to this, and we have put a pause on any new 

sewer connections while we are currently evaluating 

the issue.  And I would ask everybody who is 

interested to be prepared for an emergency meeting to 

be called within the next week that our Board will be 
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having to discuss this issue a bit further, and to 

study the issue and find some immediate solutions 

to it.  

With that, I'm going to make a motion to open 

the Public Hearing regarding Local Law Chapter 88, 

entitled "Noise" of the Greenport Village Code, to 

discuss and possibly take action amending and 

restating the code.  May I have a second?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Motion carries.  

Is there anybody from the public that would like 

to be heard this evening?  Who wants to be first?  

(Laughter) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  There we go.  If you could state 

your name and address for the record, please.  

HILLARY NORTH:  Sure.  Hillary North, 

59 Washington Avenue.  

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  You're not talking into the mic.  

HILLARY NORTH:  Can you hear me now?  

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Yes.  
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HILLARY NORTH:  Okay, great.  On Washington 

Avenue, every summer Friday we have leaf blowing 

happening for hours and hours at a time, and it's like 

a swarm of enormous mosquitoes has taken over the 

neighborhood, and I can't swat them.  I can't swat the 

mosquitoes, I can't make them go away.  I am stuck 

listening to this noise for hours and hours.  And 

sometimes the people who -- there are some people who 

live on the block, who actually don't live on the 

block, they rent their houses in the summer and they 

don't have to put up with this noise, but they get the 

benefit of the nice looking yard.  And I would really 

like it if something could be done to alleviate all 

this noise and pollution.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  Who's next?  Hi, 

Margaret.  How are you?  

MARGARET DE CRUZ:  Margaret deCruz, 25 Washington 

Avenue, and I'm also speaking for North Fork 

Environmental Council.  I'm reading a letter.  

"Dear Mayor Stuessi and Trustees, the North Fork 

Environmental Council fully supports any effort to 

limit or even ban the use of gas-powered leaf blowers 

in Greenport Village.  By doing so, the Village would 

join a movement for cleaner air and quiet streets that 

has gained ground locally, statewide, and throughout 
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the country.  

In 2021, Southold limited the hours that 

landscapers could use gas-powered leaf blowers, and 

banned their use on Sundays and holidays.  In 

Southampton and East Hampton Towns, leaf blowers are 

banned in the summer months, and they will be 

completely banned year-round within the Village of 

Southampton beginning in October 2024.  

In March 2023, State Senator Liz Krueger and 

Assemblyman Steve Otis reintroduced a bill to create a 

rebate program that will incentivize landscapers to 

switch from gas-powered equipment to the cleaner, 

quieter electric leaf blowers.  

You can lead the way on the North Fork by 

issuing an outright ban on gas-powered leaf blowers.  

At the very least, we encourage you to listen to your 

residents and move to protect their health and hearing 

by limiting the use of leaf blowers in the Village.  

Sincerely, Mark Haubner, President, North Fork 

Environmental Council."  

And I also live in Washington Avenue and 

everybody does their lawns at the same time and it's 

horrible to hear.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

MARGARET DE CRUZ:  And all the dust and dirt, 
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that's a secondary thing.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  Who would like to be 

next?  Yes, please.  

NANCY DEPAS REINERTSEN:  Hi.  My name is Nancy 

DePas Reinertsen, and I am representing -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  If you could state your address 

for the record as well, please.  

NANCY DEPAS REINERTSEN:  Oh, yes, sorry.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

NANCY DEPAS REINERTSEN:  90 Bay Haven Lane, 

Southold.  I'm here as a representative from the 

Master Gardeners.  And I was invited to speak, because 

we have enacted a partial ban in Southold.  And I 

don't want to repeat a lot of the wonderful things 

that Margaret said, but I do want to go a little 

deeper into it.  

The Southold Peconic Civic Association, of which 

I'm a member, as well as ReWild Long Island, of which 

my husband, that handsome man over there, Ralph and I 

are Co-Chairs of the new North Fork chapter, all agree 

that we need to ban these incredibly noisy and 

incredibly polluting gas-powered leaf blowers.  

Unfortunately, on my block in -- they don't all 

do their lawns at the same time.  We have trucks come 

at different times, different -- and it's an 
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all-day-long cacophony of this sound.  

The other day I saw for the leaf cleanup, I 

saw -- people across the street have a small property, 

they're hardly ever there.  There were six guys that 

came down without their headphones, those -- they're 

not called headphones, they're -- 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Noise canceling.  

NANCY DEPAS REINERTSEN:  The noise canceling, 

right, with no N95 masks, play tag with each other as 

they were blowing hats off of each other and playing 

around.  So that's just a little aside.  They have no 

idea how dangerous these emissions are.  These -- 

they're the people who are on the front lines.  

They're the ones that are the -- the ones that are -- 

can I describe it as it's as if -- what they're doing 

is as if they are sucking up the emissions from a car 

exhaust.  The amount of exhaust, and I know that 

there'll be a lot more scientific evidence about that, 

but it is -- one hour of using a gas-powered lawn -- 

leaf blower is equal to driving 11,000 miles in a 

sedan.  That's insane, that's crazy.  

There's a lot of pollutants, and one that I just 

learned this afternoon is something that's called 

black carbon, and that black carbon is fast becoming -- 

that was from the Washington Post, and black carbon is 
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a new pollutant that is fast becoming just as 

important as CO2.  

We're also worrying about hearing loss, 

hypertension for the people who will -- who are the 

ones that are blowing, using the leaf blowers, and 

they work from -- they work on our property with very 

little protection.  

There's a lot of health risks.  But most 

important to me as a master gardener is we should 

really be thinking about leaving the leaves, thinking 

about protecting the environment, and protecting the 

invertebrates, as well as the birds and the 

butterflies, and humans who have to listen to this.  

So -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Great.  

NANCY DEPAS REINERTSEN:  -- good luck.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you for being here.  Next up.  

RANDY WADE:  Hi.  Randy Wade, Sixth Street.  

Dear Mayor and Board, thank you for developing a 

well conceived code for amplified music and limiting 

the hours for commercial landscape equipment.  Many of 

us would like you to prohibit gas-powered leaf blowers 

between April and October, at a minimum.  

Southampton Town since 2022, East Hampton Town 

since 2021, the Village of East Hampton since 2019, 
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each ban their use, except spring and fall major 

cleanups.  And Southampton Village just announced this 

fall that as of October 1, they will be outright 

banning gas-powered leaf blowers in the Village.  I 

hate to see somebody get ahead of us in being so 

progressive.  

The code for East Hampton appropriately 

states -- you know what, I'm not going to read this, 

but it's -- all you have to do is copy it into your 

code, because it's a great explanation for why it's 

necessary.  Additionally, both Towns limit the number 

of leaf blowers to one, unless the lot is larger than 

a half acre for one Town and one acre for another 

Town.  We have one square mile, and we do have a few 

lots that are an acre or more, but they're right next 

to a home that's almost right next to the lot line.  

So the manufacture's decibel readings are 

measured 50 feet away.  Protective devices for hearing 

and breathing, masks for toxic chemicals and 

particulate matter, aerosolized, should be worn if 

closer.  So we're closer than 50 feet away.  So two 

leaf blowers combined to create a deafeningly loud 

noise and they should -- that should be banned in the 

Village.  

Did you know that OSHA does not require 
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landscape companies to provide the necessary 

protective equipment and ensure its use?  We all know 

that landscape workers have no bargaining power, no 

union, and no protection.  The device was invented in 

1970, and it's use has gone up over the years as rakes 

and brooms were phased out.  The volume of landscaping 

noise has exploded in Greenport in the last 10 years.  

I spoke to a few landscape companies and two had 

clients that insisted on rakes and brooms.  They were 

all about or willing to get electric leaf blowers, 

either because they had clients in Southampton, or 

hoped to have, and they've heard of tickets being 

given.  

I spoke to Code Enforcement Officers in both 

South Fork Towns and they do issue tickets to the 

operators when they see a gas-powered leaf blower in 

action.  In East Hampton, a month after the law was 

passed, they issued warnings.  Then as of June in 

2021, for the rest of the year they gave 43 tickets, 

in 2022, 74, and 2023, 89, and this is an area from 

Montauk to Wainscott.  So it should really be 

something that, you know, are minimal, our overworked 

Code Enforcement Officer could handle for one square 

mile.  

East Hampton explained they have two ticket 
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types, a field appearance ticket, where both the 

operator and the company are ticketed, but then they 

have to go before a Judge, both of them losing work 

time.  They overwhelmingly, instead, issue an 

administrative bureau ticket that could be paid by 

mail, and an operator can give them to their employer 

to pay.  

Code Enforcement does ask for operators -- I was 

curious about this.  I didn't want to like victimize 

the workers.  So they asked for an I.D., but they 

accept a resident I.D. from another country or a 

passport, and if neither, they get a name, birthdate, 

home address, and then the company information.  

Instead of having to catch them in the act, what we 

could have is -- I'm not going to pronounce it, even 

though I looked it up online, prima facie?  Facie?  

Evidence could be that a gas-powered leaf blower is 

outside a vehicle on a Village property that is not 

the company of the owner of the device.  And then 

perhaps the property owner could be given code 

violations for breaking the noise code laws, because 

we don't want to really further penalize the 

individual worker.  And we trust that the Board and 

the Town Attorney will come up with a fairer solution.  

The two-stroke engine of gas-powered leaf 
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blowers spews 30% fuel into the atmosphere, and 

includes high level of cancer-causing formaldehyde, 

benzene, fine particulate matter, and converts 

emissions in sunlight into ground level ozone, one of 

the worst pollutions.  If aerosolized -- it 

aerosolizes pesticides, fertilizers, brake dust, 

tire remnants, rodent feces, mold spores, pollen, and 

lead paint near old houses.  Those most impacted are 

small children and seniors, along, of course, with the 

workers.  

I would actually like to follow Southampton 

Village and pass a year-round ban on gas-powered 

leaf blowers now, with a future implementation date, 

say the fall or 2025, to be generous.  And I hope that 

anyone listening will instruct their landscape 

companies to take better care of their workers, your 

yard and your own health by changing their practices.  

We're each a little bit selfish.  We need government  

to mediate when the innate selfishness negatively 

impacts others.  Please pass a code that allows us to 

enjoy our property in peace, and protects workers' 

safety.  Thank you so much.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

(Applause) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Ken, I think you're next.  
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RANDY WADE:  And I just want to give you -- 

there's technical information, including the economics 

that show that after nine months, battery-powered leaf 

blowers are more economically efficient than gas.  

KEN LUDACER:  Ken Ludacer, 133B Sixth Street.  

Yeah, the noise of leaf blowers speak for 

themselves, but it's also my understanding that 

Greenport Village made a Smart Climate Pledge in 2010.  

Now there may have been some further steps of 

certification that the Village Board at the time 

failed to complete, but be that as it may, the pledge 

acknowledged the climate crisis to the local and 

global environments posed primarily by the burning of 

fossil fuels, and Greenport pledged at the time to 

pursue measures to mitigate the impacts by reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions, shifting to renewable energy 

and to consider climate change in long-term planning.  

That was 14 years ago, and the significant contribution 

of gas-powered leaf blowers to greenhouse gas 

emissions is now irrefutable, by some estimates 

accounting for as much -- it's leaf blowers and other 

lawn gas-powered lawn equipment, accounting for as 

much as 10% of the CO2 discharged annually into the 

atmosphere.  

Acknowledging the data, hundreds of 
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municipalities in the U.S. have enacted bans on 

gas-powered leaf blowers to mitigate the damage they 

do to the global environment.  In fact, beginning in a 

few days, a statewide ban in California on these 

two-stroke engines goes into effect.  Now that's a 

statewide ban by the most populous and third largest 

state in the union.  

The writing is on the wall that these machines 

are on their way out.  If Greenport wants to be a part 

of the solution and mitigate greenhouse gas emissions, 

as was pledged back in 2010, then banning gas-powered 

leaf blowers is the way to go.  To do so is not 

setting an example anymore at this point, but it's 

following an example.  It's not being way out ahead of 

the curve, it's just not falling way behind the curve.  

As to the various landscaping associations that 

claim making the switch from gas-powered leaf blowers 

to electric is cost prohibitive, the only cost 

analysis studies I've found on that, they maintain 

otherwise; that, in fact, within 10 months, the new 

electric blowers have paid for themselves, and from 

there, produce a continual annual savings.  And I have 

copies of those studies that -- you know, for each 

Board Member that I'd be happy to hand out.  

But I'd also like to add here that any long-term 
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or short-term dip to the landscaper's bottom line does 

not to my mind give them a pass to continue to 

jeopardize the health of residents and their own 

workers, or pollute the environment further.  

John Deere, Toro, there's a reason why they're all 

making electric models of leaf blowers, they see 

what's coming and what has to come.  

Respectfully, the best ban here is a complete 

ban like that in California.  Some might say, "Oh, 

well, Greenport's not California," but our atmosphere 

is California's atmosphere, and vice versa.  

California's climate crisis is our climate crisis, and 

banning these machines entirely would do the most to 

mitigate the harm they do to the environment.  

Likewise, as the Smart Pledge called for, it would 

encourage renewable energy and consider climate change 

in long-term planning, and that was the climate pledge 

Greenport made 14 years ago.  

Granted, doing some -- granted, doing something 

is a lot tougher than making a pledge saying you'll do 

something, but I think we're well past the time that 

we need do something.  And that's all.  Thank you.  

(Applause) 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Ken, do you have something 

you wanted to hand out?  Ken?  
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KEN LUDACER:  Oh.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Do you have something you 

wanted to hand out?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Ken, you came before the Board 

how many years ago on this issue?  

KEN LUDACER:  Seven or eight years ago, I guess.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  And you had a petition, as I 

recall, here.  

KEN LUDACER:  Yeah.  Yeah, a petition with a 

hundred and -- 130-something Greenport Village 

residents.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Uh-huh.  Probably took you a bit 

of time to get that done, I would imagine.  

KEN LUDACER:  Yeah.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  I've done a petition 

myself.  I'm going to interject for a moment before 

you speak.  You said some very important things, and I 

thank you for that.  In our meeting a week ago in the 

work session, I had on my agenda the climate pledge 

that was made in 2010, and attached to that agenda was 

also the checklist of things that we as a Village need 

to be working on.  We are behind and we can't let that 

go on.  I for one am in absolute support of a full 

outright ban on gas leaf blowers.  

(Applause) 
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MAYOR STUESSI:  I think it's the right thing to 

do for the environment, I think it's the right thing 

to do for the community as well, and I will be at some 

point making a motion to insert language to that 

effect.  With that, I'll turn it over to Peggy.  

Thank you.  

PEGGY LAUBER:  Okay, wonderful.  I'm Peggy Lauber, 

149 Sixth Street.  I'm also president of the North 

Fork Audubon Society, which is a local chapter of 

National Audubon Society.  

The proliferation of gas-powered leaf blowers is 

a symptom of a larger problem, our desire for 

perfectly manicured lawns and garden beds.  Maybe we 

need to reconsider why we think it's so important to 

remove leaf litter in the first place.  

Lawns, which first emerged in 17th Century 

England, and eventually migrated from Europe into 

North American backyards, became popular here as an 

antidote to rapid industrialization.  By the 1950s, 

suburban developments, such as Levittown right here on 

Long Island, promoted the importance of weed-free, 

closely-shorn lawns.  At the same time, there became a 

need for inexpensive housing for returning GIs and 

their families.  Science and technology developed the 

rotary mower, pesticides, weed-free grass seeds and 



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Flynn Stenography & Transcription Service

 (631) 727-1107

Regular Session 12/28/23  20

fertilizer.  The pursuit of perfection, once a sign of 

upper class British wealth, became a symbol of middle 

class -- the middle class American Dream, and we've 

been stuck in that mindset ever sense, while forests, 

fields and viable habitats for wildlife are being 

decimated at an alarming pace.  

The choices we make as gardeners all year round, 

and especially during fall and spring cleanups, can 

profoundly impact the biological diversity of our 

yards, and these choices can potentially help 

counteract what has become an overdeveloped and 

fragmented national landscape.  Consider the ripple 

effect, it starts in your own backyard.  

Author Doug Tallamy, a proponent of 

ecologically-minded gardening, writes about leaf 

litter in his book, Bringing Nature Home.  I'd just 

like to read this quote from him.  

"We've been programmed to rake up every leaf and 

twig as it hits the ground, and to try to force grass 

to grow where it was never meant to grow.  The result 

is often substantial patches of bare ground.  We lose 

much when we remove leaf litter, because it provides 

so many free services for us, free mulch, free 

fertilizer, free weed control, free soil amendments.  

Litter also provides habitat for many of the 
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arthropod predators."  If you don't know that those 

are, insects, spiders, centipedes, millipedes.  "And 

it's also habitat for bumblebees, leaf cutter and 

mason bees, butterflies, moths, fireflies, and so on, 

that help gardens" -- "that help keep gardens 

ecologically balanced.  Above all, a deep bed of leaf 

little acts like a sponge, soaking up enormous 

quantities of water during downpours.  

Without litter, rainwater typically flows off 

our properties and into the gutters, flooding streams, 

rivers, and occasionally our homes.  When the rain 

stops, leaf litter that has been allowed to accumulate 

slowly releases its moisture, keeping the plants and 

trees in your garden well hydrated, even during dry 

periods.  Bare ground or lawn does none of this," end 

of quote.  

Leaf litter is a great food source for 

cardinals, thrushes, sparrows, finches, jays, and 

other hungry birds that thrive on seeds, nuts, worms, 

ants, flies, spiders, and so on.  Leaves are filled 

with important nutrients like carbon, nitrogen, 

phosphorous and potassium, which, as they decompose 

with the help of those arthropods I mentioned earlier, 

get added back to the soil.  

We've learned in recent years how important 
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caterpillars are to the food web.  Most of them spend 

the winter as a pupa rolled up in the leaves.  When we 

rake them up or blow them away in the spring, we're 

throwing away the life we just created.  Mites and 

arthropods turn over the leaves and break them up to 

return next year as nutrients.  

Leaf cover also helps with weed suppression by 

preventing germination of weed seeds.  Leaves are the 

perfect mulch.  If you blow or rake away your leaves 

and then go buy mulch, it's better than bare ground, 

but it's not nearly as good as just the leaves that 

you just cleared away.  

Why not mow leaves into our lawns?  The leaf 

bits decompose quickly, providing nutrients into 

the -- into the soil in the fall, when nutrients are 

most needed.  A great way to cut your lawn area in 

half is to create beds of leaves around your trees, a 

great mulch for them.  If neatness is your thing, you 

can always edge the beds of leaf litter to create a 

separation of lawn and garden.  Every one of us can do 

our part to save habitats by starting in our own 

yards, no matter how small.  

In summer, leaving the leaves is not only 

good -- in summary, leaving the leaves is not only 

good for the biodiversity of our planet, it's 
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effortless, it saves time, it's free, and it's silent.  

(Laughter) 

PEGGY LAUBER:  Thank you.  

(Applause) 

SALINA TRUELOVE:  Hello.  I'm Salina Truelove, 

Second Street.  I'm a full-time resident here in 

Greenport, and I'm raising my family just a couple of 

blocks from here.  

I came and spoke in support of a leaf blower 

ban, I believe it was six years ago, when it was -- 

the issue was broached, and I'm really glad that it's 

being raised again.  So I'm here again in support of a 

ban.  Complete would be great, but partial would be 

great, anything to limit the use.  

It seems to me that each year, spring, summer, 

fall, the leaf blowing is getting more and more 

prevalent.  It used to be sort of you could count, 

okay, Thursdays I won't put my sheets out on the 

clothesline, like, you know, but now it's like every 

day.  And I guess I'm just echoing the frustrations of 

other residents, but the noise, it makes me crazy.  

It's -- we don't have air conditioning, we leave 

our windows open.  My kids would be the first to tell 

you that I go running around closing the windows to 

keep the noise and the dust out of our home, you know, 
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again, the clothesline, pulling the sheets in, 

cleaning our porch all the time, just trying to 

mitigate what's happening that I can't control around 

our property.  And I don't get used to the sound.  

Like some things just become background noise, but 

there's just something that is just so unsettling, and 

I just get livid over and over and over again.  So I'm 

just here to share that.  

And then a last thought, I know we're here to 

talk about noise, but as a mother of young children, a 

great concern of mine, and I talked about this six 

years ago when my son was a toddler, is the dust that 

the blowers generate.  We live in a really old 

village, people are constantly renovating, repainting.  

There's a lot of toxic stuff coming off all these 

wonderful old houses.  It gets in the soil, scattered 

around, and then spread far and wide with the use of 

leaf blowers.  So I just wanted to add that, because 

I'd like you to consider the -- that danger to the 

youngest residents as you think about this issue.  

Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

(Applause) 

BETH HASKELL:  Beth Haskell, 59 Washington Avenue.  

For 22 years I worked for the Central Park 
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Conservancy, the nonprofit organization that runs 

Central Park, the most beautiful park in the entire 

world, for the City of New York, 843 acres.  About 

10 years ago, the Conservancy looked at this issue and 

just simply decided that they could not allow leaf 

blowers anymore in the park.  They stopped using them 

altogether, because it was endangering the staff, it 

was endangering the public, it was creating dust 

pollution and noise pollution.  And, as a result, with 

volunteer help, of course, the park now rakes its 

leaves on the landscapes where it is necessary, piles 

them around trees, as was mentioned before, and thinks 

about the whole thing in a much more ecological way.  

Now that's 843 acres smack in the middle of New York 

City.  If they can do it, I'm sure that we can do it 

here.  

I would -- I would love it if there was a full 

ban, because, you know, I rake my leaves and I leave a 

lot of them down, and I don't ever use a leaf blower.  

But if it's really necessary for the industry around 

here to actually use them, I'm sure that the noise 

would improve, though there would still be the dust, 

and there would still be the whole -- some noise with 

an electric leaf blower.  So thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  
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(Applause) 

ELLEN NEFF:  Good evening.  Can you hear me?  

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Uh-huh. 

ELLEN NEFF:  Ellen Neff, 629 Second Street, 

Greenport.  

Members of the Board, members of the public, 

it's gotten a lot, lot worse.  I knew about it six 

years ago.  I don't think I thought about it every 

day, practically, but I do now, because this is a 

Village of mini 50-by-150-foot lots.  There are no 

other places on the North Fork or the East End.  

There's a concentration of houses in Southampton and 

East Hampton, but this Village has more of a 

concentration than anywhere I know of, more extensive.  

And they do seem to be -- not arrive in my 

neighborhood all at once, but staggered so it's 

constant all day.  

And, you know, I'm 84 years old.  The -- what 

that air does to me, just how it -- it's just hard to 

breathe, and it doesn't settle.  So I want to go 

somewhere else, but you have to go somewhere else 

almost all day, and that's -- it's too much, it's way 

too much.  

And yes, an outright ban.  I also think that 

maybe if we get to the all electric, but it's still 
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very hard when a team of people, four people, they 

have jobs, it's good that they have jobs, they are not 

sufficiently protected, but when they show up and 

attack -- remember, 50-by-150, then you have to 

subtract all the buildings on the thing, okay?  So 

that's a -- that's a real attack.  

We have all learned more about how to take care 

of the landscape around our house from the Audubon 

Society, from other things.  I know that invasive 

weeds, attacking invasive weeds in this Village, 

there's a lot of things, planting tulips, planting the 

trees.  The Tree Committee should weigh in on this 

subject, where there's -- making the Village a better 

place to live for all of us, I know it's your 

intention, and this is a big way to do that.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

(Applause) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Would anybody else like to speak 

this evening?  

JULIA KING:  My name is Julia King, I'm at 

105 Broad Street.  I was informed about the other code 

when I came to speak, but today I'm -- I guess I'm 

kind of here speaking for all musicians on the 

North Fork at this point.  But my big concern with 

what I perused today was more of a music, obviously, 
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issue, in the commercial districts, and how you're 

going to regulate noise during the season and even 

off-season.  

I actually had more of a question, because I 

wasn't clear on how you're going to regulate the sound 

in the Commercial District during the season.  Is it a 

decibel level, or is it -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  So enforcement at nighttime is 

done by the Police Department.  

JULIA KING:  Okay.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  And when the police receive a 

complaint from somebody within the Village of a noise 

issue, they go and investigate it, and their goal, per 

Chief Flatley, is to get compliance.  And so they will 

ask whomever it is, whether it's a neighbor -- 

JULIA KING:  Got it. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- or a bar playing loud music 

after the hours of when music is supposed to be turned 

down, to turn it down.  If they turn it down, they 

walk away and leave.  

JULIA KING:  Okay.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  If they come back again because 

they received another complaint, they will then tend 

to issue a violation.  I'm not aware of any violations 

that have been issued in the past two years in the 
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Village.  

JULIA KING:  Okay.  And at what time does that start?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  The new proposed code, do you 

want to go over it, Mary Bess?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I have to find it.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  It's 12:30 a.m. on weekends?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yes, it's 12:30 a.m. on 

weekends

JULIA KING:  Okay.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  And if it's a three-day weekend, 

it would fall on the Thursday as well.  

JULIA KING:  On the weekends.  But during the 

weekend it's what time?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Eleven?

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Eleven.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Eleven p.m.  

JULIA KING:  Eleven.  And it's 12:30 all year 

long, or is it just in the -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  In the summertime, from -- what 

is it, Memorial Day through --

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Memorial Day to Memorial -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- Labor Day, correct?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Labor Day, yeah.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.

JULIA KING:  So there is no decibel limit on the 
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enforcement?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  There are decibels that are set 

as part of that.  But, practically speaking, the 

Police Department does not have a decibel meter and 

does not use a decibel meter -- 

JULIA KING:  And so that -- okay.   

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- nor does the Village of 

Greenport.    

JULIA KING:  All right.  And so they're going to 

be the ones enforcing these things?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  If it's at nighttime, yes, the 

police will be the ones that we would call.  

JULIA KING:  And it's -- okay.  And so it's just -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Julia, just so you -- just so 

that you know, when the Code Committee went over this, 

we had Chief Flatley involved -- 

JULIA KING:  Yes, someone was telling me that.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  -- in the actual discussions.  

JULIA KING:  Uh-huh.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  And that's when he explained 

to us exactly what Southold P.D. will do.  

JULIA KING:  Right, right, right.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Their goal is to get 

compliance.  

JULIA KING:  Right, right, right.  
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TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  And that's the most important 

thing.  If it gets to be where I think it's the third 

time, they have to go back.  

JULIA KING:  That's fair, yeah. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  But that was the reason why 

the entertainment permit was created, so there is an 

actual responsible person that Southold P.D. can go to 

to discuss those things.  

JULIA KING:  Got it.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay?  

JULIA KING:  All right, cool.  That's all I 

wanted to know.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you for being here.  I 

think we have -- yes.  How are you?  

ANNE MURRAY:  Hi.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Good.  

ANNE MURRAY:  Hi.  I'm Anne Murray, and I'm here 

as a representative of the North Fork Environmental 

Council.  I myself live in East Marion.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Could you share your address in 

East Marion, please?  

ANNE MURRAY:  Sure.  Southern Boulevard, East 

Marion.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

ANNE MURRAY:  Two things I wanted to mention.  
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Number one, great that you're part of Climate Smart 

Communities.  Is that what you signed up for back 

then, the Village?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  The Village signed up in 2010.  

ANNE MURRAY:  Great.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  And there's a lot of work we 

need to do to catch up on that.  

ANNE MURRAY:  Right.  But congratulations for 

picking that up again, I think that's great.  

And the other thing I wanted to mention is the 

leaf blower issue.  I mean, be bold and do a ban, 

okay?  It's one square mile, it's going to help a lot 

of people, and these leaf blowers are overkill.  I 

can't tell you how many times I've driven through 

Greenport in the summer with my car windows open, and 

all of a sudden this cloud comes in and I'm choking, 

and you can't hear yourself think for the noise.  So, 

like I said, be bold.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  I can assure you, it's worse on 

a bicycle.  

(Laughter and Applause) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, please.  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Good evening.  I'm Joan McGivern 

from Twomey, Latham, Shea, Kelley, Dubin & Quartararo.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  That makes you a lawyer, right?  
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JOAN MC GIVERN:  That makes me a lawyer, right.  

(Laughter) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Right.  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  I apologize.  

(Laughter) 

JOAN MC GIVERN:  I'm not here to talk about leaf 

blowers.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  I assume not.  

(Laughter)   

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Although I do live in the 

Town of East Hampton and they do have a good model 

code, if you're looking for one.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  So you like how it was implemented 

and is being used in East Hampton?  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  It could have been faster, but -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Uh-huh. 

JOAN MC GIVERN:  But it's getting there. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay.  So that was a yes, 

correct -- 

JOAN MC GIVERN:  That was a yes.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- that you did like it?  

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Could you speak into the mic, 

please?  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Yes.  I'm here on behalf of 

Claudio's businesses, and I'm concerned that 
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businesses have not been included in this discussion.  

Claudio's has a number of very particular concerns 

that I don't want to take your time this evening, but 

would like perhaps to have an opportunity to submit 

written comments a week or 10 days.  

To begin with, the definition of holidays is a 

concern, because you only seem to have included 

Memorial Day, July 4th, and Labor Day weekend, 

whereas, and members of Greenport know and Greenport's 

well known for, its other celebrations:  National 

Fishing and Boating Week, which is a week, Tall Ships, 

the Maritime Festival in September, Halloween, and 

Shellabration, which is in December.  And Claudio's 

participates and likes to provide music during those 

occasions, and that appears to have dropped off the 

list from weekends -- I mean, for recognized holidays 

under this code.  

There's also a problem with the way weekends are 

defined, because, particularly, if a holiday falls on 

a Monday, Sunday night tends to be the big celebration 

night.  So I just flagged holidays.  

There's a feeling that unreasonable noise is not 

objectively defined well enough, it's not tied into 

sound levels.  In fact, you confirmed for the musician 

that the police officers are not going to use a sound 
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reader, which is problematic, because it lends itself 

to subjective decision-making, which is not -- not 

helpful.  

Claudio's was fined several times based on 

neighbors' noise.  In fact, some of this noise was 

coming from boats, and they were fined nonetheless.  

They weren't given a warning, they just were fined.  

And when they objected to the fines, they were told 

they could afford it, which seems -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  That wasn't this year, it might 

have been years past.  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  It wasn't under your 

administration, but I'm flagging an issue that there 

could be more objectivity built into this noise code.  

Several communities have noise readers, 

Southampton is one, East Hampton is another, and we'd 

be happy to work with you and work with the Police 

Department to make the standards more objective.  

Again, I don't want to take all your time.  The 

prima facie case, for example, should be tied to 

documented violation of noise levels.  It's not clear 

the way it's written.  It appears it's subjective to 

the officer on call.  

The penalties also seem somewhat arbitrary and 

excessive.  I understand you've been assured there's a 
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practice of giving warnings, but Claudio's has been 

burned, and the expression goes, "Once burned, twice 

learned," so there's a concern here.  The initial 

violations range from 250 to 1500.  That's a lot of 

discretion, particularly when it's not tied to an 

objective standard.  

The table for decibels, you might consider also 

adding hertzogs (sic), because it captures more 

precisely noise violations.  

I have a number of other comments.  Again, 

Claudio's would welcome being able to submit them in 

writing, should you be open to receiving comments.  

And also, again, there's a concern, which Claudio's 

Manager had expressed to me, that the business 

community is busy with the holidays -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  (Laughter)  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  -- and may not be represented 

here to the degree that it should be represented.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  I'm sorry to chuckle, only 

because -- 

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Yeah.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- in the peak of summer we 

heard, "We're all busy in the summer" -- 

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Yes.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- "so let's deal with these 
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issues in the winter."  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Yes.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  We're here in the winter.  And 

in all -- 

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Yes.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- respect, please, I thank you 

for your -- 

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Yes.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- testimony on the noise code 

in East Hampton -- 

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Yes.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- as it relates to leaf blowers -- 

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Yeah.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- as you said here.  I've seen 

Tora, who is the Director of Operations -- 

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Yes.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- in multiple meetings with the 

Code Committee.  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  No.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  He has been part of them, as has 

as has -- 

JOAN MC GIVERN:  He's still -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- others in the business 

community.  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Yeah.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  I've seen well over 10 different 

individuals participating in a lot of meetings.  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Yeah, uh-huh.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  You guys have a number of 

different attorneys.  We were actually on a call with 

Claudio's regarding a Planning Department issue and 

trying to get the plans up, up to speed where they 

need to to deal with some fines from the past.  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Well, we're the code attorneys.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes.  No, I know.  The new 

ownership is using a lot of attorneys.  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  I'm sorry to confuse you.  

(Laughter)   

MAYOR STUESSI:  So I only say that because our 

Attorney brought up in the call whether Claudio's and 

you guys were aware of what is happening, and he 

stated affirmatively in there that you were.  So if 

there is anything else you'd like to submit, please do 

submit it.  I'm shocked and surprised to hear that 

there is a desire by Claudio's to implement utilizing 

a noise meter, but we will certainly take it under 

consideration.  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Okay.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

JOAN MC GIVERN:  Thank you so much.  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Flynn Stenography & Transcription Service

 (631) 727-1107

Regular Session 12/28/23  39

MAYOR STUESSI:  Is there anybody else who would 

like to speak this evening?  

NANCY KOURIS:  (Raised Hand)  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, Nancy.  

NANCY KOURIS:  Hello.  Nancy Kouris, Blue Duck 

Bakery Cafe, and president of the BID.  I speak for 

the BID Board today.  Hello, Mr. Mayor, Village 

Trustees, community members, welcome. 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Can you speak into the mic?  

NANCY KOURIS:  On behalf of the Greenport 

Business Improvement District, we would like to 

express our sincere gratitude for your hard work and 

dedication in delivering and updating noise ordinance 

codes.  We understand the importance of maintaining a 

peaceful and harmonious environment for both residents 

and businesses, and we appreciate your commitment to 

addressing this issue.  

While we acknowledge the idea of an entertainment 

permit, we feel compelled to express our concerns 

regarding what some perceive as an overreach of 

government.  Many businesses within the community are 

apprehensive about the generic nature of the decibel 

level outlined in the ordinance, and are uncertain 

about how these levels will be consistently and fairly 

enforced.  
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We are heartened by the fact that we feel our 

voices have been heard, and would like to raise the 

issue that in many instances there appears to be 

limited opportunity for businesses to participate in 

meaningful dialogue to potentially influence 

amendments.  We have educated and encouraged our 

membership to express their concerns, but find 

difficulty with the timing of occasions to do so.  

We understand the importance of regulation, but we 

also believe that a collaborative approach can lead to 

a more effective and balanced outcome.  

While several businesses are willing to comply 

with the entertainment permit requirements, we have 

received feedback that some may consider changing 

their operational models to circumvent what they 

perceive as on overreach of government.  This is not 

an ideal situation, as we believe that a cooperative 

effort between local businesses and the governing body 

is essential for prosperity of the community.  

The Greenport BID aims to serve as a bridge 

between the concerns of the business community and the 

interests of the residents.  However, we recognize 

there is a significant division with respect to this 

and it's challenging to find a middle ground that 

satisfies everyone.  It is our hope that moving 
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forward there can be additional avenues for 

communication and collaboration to address these 

concerns and work towards mutually beneficial 

solutions.  

We understand the complexity of the issues at 

hand, and we want to emphasize that the BID membership 

is a diverse group holding different opinions on this 

matter.  We merely are a voice for the Business 

Improvement District members, and we believe that a 

balanced and inclusive approach is crucial for the 

wellbeing of our community.  

Once again, we extend our appreciation to the 

Village of Greenport Trustees for your hard work and 

dedication to improving our community.  We look 

forward to a future of collaboration and dialogue to 

find solutions beneficial to businesses and residents 

alike.  

And we would also express our deepest 

congratulations to the opening of the second Greenport 

Theater.  The North Fork Art Center is committed to 

using the platform to have a positive impact on the 

diverse population, while helping to keep businesses 

thriving year-round.  Amen to that.  And yes, I did 

plagiarize that from their website.  

(Laughter) 
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NANCY KOURIS:  We'd like to wish everyone a very 

happy and healthy new year.  Thank you for your time.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you, Nancy.  

(Applause)

GARY SCHARFMAN:  (Raised Hand)  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Mr. Scharfman, is that your hand 

up in the back?  

GARY SCHARFMAN:  Yes, thank you.  Gary 

Scharfman, Fifth Street, West Dublin, Greenport.  

It was really heartening to hear what people voiced 

here tonight, and I couldn't agree more with 

everything that has been said as it relates to the 

gas-powered leaf blowers.  

The reason I decided to speak at this time is 

because the other culprit, and really impacting one's 

enjoyment of a fine summer's day in this Village, is 

the preponderance of gas-powered lawnmowers.  I'm not 

sure where that stands with what the code is and what 

is proposed and how this will be incorporated, if it's 

incorporated, but it was interesting to learn about 

all the environmental impact of the gas-powered 

blowers.  I did not realize that, because the noise 

was enough for me.  

But I will say that the preponderance of 

gas-powered lawnmowers is just -- it's just -- I mean, 
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one speaker here said that when one stops another one 

starts.  And I swear, I think I went through four 

hours at least more than one day this past summer 

where it was like do they actually synchronize so that 

they're not doing it currently, they're doing it one 

stops and the next one goes, and then the next one 

goes, and the next one goes?  

So when we're talking about noise pollution and 

we're talking about -- and I don't know what the 

environmental impact of gas-powered lawnmowers are, 

but I'm sure they're not good.  Can we at least see, 

when we're limiting exposure to noise pollution, that 

this is also taken up in some consideration for this 

Village?  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

(Applause) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Would anybody else like to 

speak?  

LORRAINE KREAHLING:  Lorraine Kreahling, 

157 Central Avenue.  Well, most of the things I was 

going to say have been covered.  And what I did want 

to say is perhaps what has come out for me, actually, 

is that one of the things that might help the 

businesses that are being impacted by the leaf -- you 

know, cutting back on leaf blowers and needing to move 
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to electric, is to better educate the homeowners of 

what is needed, really, to keep a lawn healthy.  Peggy 

said some really important things about what we're 

doing to the birds and insects when we use leaf 

blowers.  But also I think so many second homeowners 

aren't here half the time, so they don't realize how 

many times these folks come back to blow another leaf 

across the lawn.  And most of them are pretty nice 

people, they just don't really understand that what 

they are contracting for.  

So I think that there might be a way to work 

with both the homeowners and the business owners to 

create a new model for lawn care that doesn't involve 

cutting the grass every week.  I mean, they're cutting 

the grass in November, for heaven sakes, every week, I 

mean, that's insane.  So that's one of the things I 

wanted to say.  

The other thing I really wanted to say is that 

the men, and they're all men, who are using these 

things, we already talked about how they are subjected 

to carcinogens, and that -- and things that will 

either give them lung disease or lung cancer.  I mean 

lung disease is a cancer, but with ben -- benedrine (sic), 

That is one of the most highly toxic carcinogens 

there are.  
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And it's really -- it's really this -- it's 

really -- I don't want to use the word social justice, 

because I don't want to get on any side of politics 

here, but it really is a matter of caring about 

workers who -- whose lives you think are expendable 

because there's more of them where they came of from.  

And the men who have these lawn services, many of them 

have pulled themselves up to create the lawn services, 

and actually worked with -- as garden care people for 

someone else earlier on, and so they know what it is 

to use a rake.  And we were talking about whether or 

not you could rake a lawn, if you need to rake your 

grass, rake it in the same time that you can blow it.  

And we have to really think about what we're 

doing to other human beings by insisting on, as Peggy 

said, perfection of our lawns.  And, I think, so there 

can be some way to work with the lawn care people, the 

proprietors of these businesses, make them aware, and 

also with the homeowners, to make them aware of the 

unnecessary grooming of their lawns that's taking 

place.  

And what I was going to say is that -- that in 

the '40s and '50s, my grandfather and father were 

electrical workers and they both died of cancer.  My 

father died when he was 43, and it's thought now that 
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it was exposure to heavy metals, both cadmium and 

lead, which at that time were not considered 

carcinogens, so they didn't know that.  He was a union 

worker and they didn't know that and they both died.  

So we know what we're doing to these workers, 

and it's time to really take a stand to not just 

protect ourselves, and I'm one of the people that feel 

what was described when the leaf blowers start and 

never stop, but we have to protect one another as 

well, and that means the workers who are underpaid and 

overworked, and carrying these 30-pound equipment on 

their backs.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.

(Applause) 

HILLARY GULLEY:  Hi.  Hillary Gulley, 451 Sixth 

Street.  Two things.  The first thing is about leaf 

blowers, and I'll just pile on.  We -- we think it's 

just important to be able to create a community where 

people can actually live out here year-round.  We live 

out here year-round and we both work from home.  And 

given that that's the sort of trend the way things are 

going, leaf blowers make it basically impossible to 

have an effective meeting.  We literally schedule our 

meetings around our neighbors' leaf-blowing schedules, 

which is a little ridiculous, and, yet, they somehow 
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are -- you know, end up interrupted anyway but 

somebody else's random trimming, or whatever else.  

The second thing I wanted to say, and I 

didn't -- I didn't know if this was -- has been 

covered already, but the ferry line, the idling and 

the beeping, will that be covered in the noise code?  

Will there be specific language for that, do you 

think?  That's more of a question, I guess.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  There's not specific language 

relating to the ferry line itself.  

HILLARY GULLEY:  Uh-huh.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  If you're not aware, the ferry 

line is going to be completely rerouted.  

HILLARY GULLEY:  I knew that, yeah.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  But there is language about 

noises from cars within the updated code.  

HILLARY GULLEY:  Okay.  Okay, that's all I 

wanted to bring up.  Thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Anybody else want to speak on 

the issue of noise?  

MARGARET DE CRUZ:  That's a good point, because 

down Washington Avenue we have these guys who speed 

down with their really, really loud -- so that is 

going to be addressed in the -- in the code?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Well, there is some limited 
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language about noise from automobiles, etcetera, in 

there.  

MARGARET DE CRUZ:  Okay.  And I really love the 

idea of reeducating people about lawns, and they don't 

need to water them so much and do all that.  So I 

think that should be a committee, and I'll join around 

like re-education.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Well, I think we have a number 

of representatives from some great local organizations, 

whether it was North Fork Environmental, Audubon -- 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  Yeah. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- or Master Gardeners.  I would 

encourage you to join one of them.  Anybody else on 

the noise issues?  Yes, sir, Jeff.  Oh, I saw Jane for 

a moment.  

JEFF TRUELOVE:  Yeah, she's got some opinions, too.  

Jeff Truelove, 338 Second Street.  Everything here 

about the leaf blowers I heartily second, specifically 

it seems kind of a -- a kind of secondary arena, I 

guess.  We're talking about noise, but Greenport has a 

toxicity problem with our lead paint, and the leaf 

blowers are instrumental to the toxicity that's being 

spread amongst our residents, specifically my kids, 

because whenever -- every time the neighborhoods do 

their leaf blowing, I know that just a year ago they 
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had all their lead paint scraped into the soil.  And 

it wasn't those neighbors, it was those, and those, 

and those, and those.  We've had five houses with the 

paint scraped into the soil in the past five years.  

So we can talk about noise, and it is a major issue, 

but we really need to talk about the toxicity, because 

it absolutely affects our family and the livability of 

our -- of our Village.  

My wife and I for years have struggled with this 

to the point where we said we need to leave Greenport, 

it's time for us to go, Greenport is too toxic of an 

environment for us.  And because of the people here, 

and because of the willingness to make change, we said 

let's engage in the civic discussion, let's try and 

influence the Village, let's try and make the change 

here before we abandon ship.  

So I really appreciate you guys taking on noise, 

it's a major concern.  Tuned exhaust going up and down 

the street is a major concern, all of that, but I want 

to call it what it is, it's a toxicity problem for us.  

And, anyways, I applaud your effort.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

(Applause) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Is there anybody else that would 

like to speak on the noise issue?  
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JAMES TAYLOR:  I just wanted to read something.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  If you could wait until you get 

to the podium.  

JAMES TAYLOR:  Sure.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  And state your name and address 

for the record.  

JAMES TAYLOR:  Hi.  I'm James Taylor, 451 Sixth 

Street.  I just want to read something on behalf of 

Debra Riva, who lives at 434 Sixth Street, who can't 

be here tonight, but she wanted to put forward her 

thoughts on the matter regarding leaf blowers.  

She says, "I know that many will state what I'm 

stating here, but it's important that we all speak up 

to maintain our peaceful, beautiful Village.  

Important points to be considered, noise pollution, 

environmental pollution.  Prohibiting Sunday and 

specific hours during the week is not enough and is 

not enforced.  Where I live it's every day."  And I 

can second that.  I live a couple of doors down from 

Debra and it is a daily reality that lasts most of the 

day, every day, all year-round.  It's not -- 

(Laughter) 

JAMES TAYLOR:  It's not a seasonal thing, and 

it's not -- it's not something that happens on 

Wednesdays between 11 and 12, and you can kind of 
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allow for it, it's just a constant background noise.  

Like my wife just, who spoke a minute ago, said 

we work from home.  And so I'm sitting there, I have a 

little shed out in the backyard where I work, and it's 

the permanent soundtrack to my working day every 

single day.  And when I have the windows closed, the 

door shut, I can still hear it.  And that's okay in 

the winter, but in the summer I have the door open, I 

have the windows open, and I can't even concentrate.  

All I can do is turn my music up as loud as it can, it 

can go, because there's no other real solution to 

that.  

Last time I spoke here I think was in June about 

this issue, and since then, I've kind of made a point 

to try and document just how frequently this issue is 

happening.  And after a point, I just stopped, because 

it was pointless, because it literally is all the 

time.  But on my phone I have a -- I have an album on 

my phone, and in that album there's 68 videos that 

I've recorded of absurdly loud leaf blowing going on 

that I can hear standing -- like standing next to my 

desk where I work.  And it's predominantly one 

neighbor who owns a landscaping business, so I guess 

he likes to practice at home or something.  

(Laughter) 
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JAMES TAYLOR:  But then there are -- there are 

three other -- four other neighbors that do the same 

thing at various times, including the church, which is 

sort of diagonally opposite.  And they're probably the 

worst of all, because it's all day every Friday.  

So I'm -- you know, I'm very encouraged by 

everything that everyone else has said here today.  

I'm completely on the same page.  And I would 

absolutely 100% be thrilled if -- if the Board decided 

to move ahead with a -- with a full ban, because, like 

some other people said, it's not even an activity that 

is useful, or necessary, or effective.  It's not even 

the best tool to do the job, if you wanted to do that 

job.  And, as Peggy said, you know, that job itself 

isn't absolutely necessary.  So I think we could, you 

know, change a load of minds and mentalities as well 

in putting forward some kind of ban.  So that's what I 

have to say.  Thanks.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

(Applause) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Is there anybody else from the 

public that -- 

NANCY DEPAS REINERTSEN:  I came across something.  

Can I add something to what he just said?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  If you want to come up to the 
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podium and speak again, yes, please.  If you could 

just state your name and address again for the record.  

NANCY DEPAS REINERTSEN:  Okay.  Nancy DePas 

Reinertsen, 90 Bay Haven Lane, Southold.  

In doing my research for this, I came across the 

reason why it's so loud, or one of the reasons why.  

And I'll read this from quietcleanpdx.org, that 

wonderful Margaret Steinbugler was able to find, 

because she's smarter than most people around.  

"The low frequency gas-powered leaf" -- "noise 

is also part of the problem that's not captured by the 

decibel ratings.  A study by the Harvard School of 

Public Health shows that low frequency sound travels 

farther and penetrates walls and buildings more 

effectively than higher pitched sound.  The study 

concluded that a single gas-powered leaf blower could 

negatively impact up to 90 surrounding homes in 

typical urban densities versus six homes for a 

powerful electric blower.  Electric engines operate at 

higher frequencies, which is why they're significantly 

less noisy than gas-powered blowers."  

And there was something else from the Washington 

Post.  It's the leaf-powered blowers produce a low 

frequency buzz that allows that sound to not only 

travel over long distance, but really penetrate walls 
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and windows.  That's amazing that there's, you know, 

the science behind it that it's -- 

AUDIENCE MEMBER:  That is horrible.    

NANCY DEPAS REINERTSEN:  It is.  And the one 

thing that I wanted to say, but since I didn't prepare 

notes, and I figured I would remember everything that 

I wanted to say, was exactly what many of you had 

mentioned, and you just recently.  You work from home.  

A lot of the people who moved out here during the 

pandemic, or retirees like me, second homeowners, 

we're home, now you can hear it.  I think if you 

target a lot of those people that will -- that's 

really -- that might be very helpful in getting a lot 

of the noise pollution and the noise ordinances 

passed, because sound doesn't just disrupt species 

that need sound to communicate, like the birds and the 

bees, and other animals, and invertebrates and 

vertebrates like us.  I mean, that kind of sound 

disrupts everything, not only everything that Peggy 

and, you know, our friends from the Audubon had talked 

about.  It's just -- it disrupts us, that nonstop 

noise, yeah.  Well, thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  

(Applause) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Anybody else regarding the noise 
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code?  

SHAWN BUCHANAN:  Hi.  Shawn Buchanan, 415 Second 

Street.  I'm also on the Planning Board, Fire 

Department, just so you all know that.  I just -- I 

had a couple of questions about the updates to the 

noise code, and the first thing, I don't know if this 

exists, but is there a document which has maybe track 

changes, or red lines, or something, so that we could 

see it?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  It's on the website.

MAYOR STUESSI:  It's posted on the Village 

website.  

SHAWN BUCHANAN:  It is on the website, because I 

didn't see it when I looked at the -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  It's under "What's New".  

SHAWN BUCHANAN:  Got it, okay.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  There's Noise Code, and then 

there's one that has code changes.  

SHAWN BUCHANAN:  Because when I -- when I pulled 

it up, I didn't -- got it, okay.  I missed it.  Thank 

you, that's helpful.  And so, as -- you know, one of 

the situations I have is I went up to the Third Street 

court, and I've had conversations with some of you.  

Some of the neighbors, we've, you know, come to you 

with this, you know, the issues that we have.  And as 
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I look through the code, you know, I will point out 

that the Village has a leaf blower, and when they blow 

this court, I know that's a pretty important topic 

here, it will go on for two to three hours, starting 

at 7 or 8, 7 or 8 in the morning, and that happens 

often during leaf season, so just keep that in mind.  

And, you know, as I would with any of my neighbors if 

I was having an issue, that's why I wanted to bring 

this to your attention.  

The other thing that I -- that I hear quite 

often is hooting and hollering, and screaming and 

yelling, which is common at a basketball court.  And, 

you know, I've brought it to the attention of the 

Board before, that I would like to find a way to work 

on limiting the noise to the surrounding neighbors, 

because this is obviously an important place for the 

community.  So let's just work in the same way we've 

asked the businesses to deal with noise, like 

Claudio's.  This is something we've asked them to work 

on sound-proofing, and I think that this is something 

the Village should be working on for this location.  

The other thing that I saw in the code is 

repetitive, impulsive noise, I think that's what it 

was, so like a bouncing of a basketball for hours on 

end.  I know a couple of my neighbors who live two 
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doors up, who have lived in that house for 20 years, 

over 20 years, they've had to get a noise machine, 

because this goes on for hours and hours and hours, 

and days and days.  

And the final thing that, you know, for me is 

the most upsetting about this is some of the racial 

and homophobic slurs that I hear on that court.  And I 

understand that some of that is just kids being kids, 

but as a gay man, I don't ever want to hear somebody 

say, "Throw the ball, F," begins with F, ends with T.  

I shouldn't have to hear that.  So let's just work on 

the noise and that, because it's just I don't want to 

hear it, so -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Shawn, there's two things 

just with the -- under Code 101, which is recreational 

beaches, there is some cutoff dates for that time-wise 

for that basketball court that's been entered into the 

code.  We haven't gotten to that yet. 

SHAWN BUCHANAN:  Okay.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  We only brought it to the 

Board, okay?  I think the other part of it is the 

education, and probably, we should probably create a 

youth council within the Village to kind of discuss 

the basketball courts and what's -- what's good for 

the kids and the neighbors, okay?  
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SHAWN BUCHANAN:  Yeah, yeah.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  And that's a suggestion that 

I think I'll just throw out there.  

SHAWN BUCHANAN:  Because I will tell you, I love 

that tournament that is once a year, it's great.  It's 

great energy, it's a -- it's a wonderful event.  But 

it's the other times when it's just -- you know, kids 

are not at home, so they're -- they're doing things 

that they wouldn't do at home, or they couldn't do in 

school, or they couldn't do here.  So it's just I just 

don't want to hear that sort of language, and I would 

just hope that we could as a community really work on 

that and really work on the noise.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  As I said, I heard you, and 

you sent me the letter or the email, okay?  But I do 

think that that's one of the things that this 

administration will probably start moving towards, 

because the youth of this Village are just as 

important as the senior citizens, and we want 

everybody to feel that they're home.  And I will agree 

with you, sometimes the language is a little colorful, 

okay?  

SHAWN BUCHANAN:  Thank you.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  You're welcome.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  Anybody else 
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regarding the noise code?  Yes, please.  

SETH KAUFMAN:  Someone left their phone up here.  

SHAWN BUCHANAN:  Oh, that's me.  Sorry.  

SETH KAUFMAN:  Let's start with that.  

Seth Kaufman, 220 Fifth Street.  I just had a quick 

question.  There's been a lot of talk about leaf 

blowers, and, certainly, I agree, they're really loud, 

really polluting.  But what about other kind of 

polluting two-stroke landscaping tools like the 

gas-powered string trimmers and lawnmowers, which I 

know Mr. Scharfman mentioned, is this ordinance going 

to do anything about that, about those other tools?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  There is mention of different 

noise levels -- 

SETH KAUFMAN:  Okay.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- for various landscaping, 

etcetera.  

SETH KAUFMAN:  But it will be across all sorts 

of tools?  So, in other words, these vendors will be 

encouraged to get electric?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah, well, the -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Well, that's -- whoops.  I'm 

sorry, go ahead.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  The community is proposing an 

outright ban on leaf blowers, which I had said 
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earlier, I think maybe before you arrived -- 

SETH KAUFMAN:  Yeah.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- that I'm in support of.  

There's nothing else that's been proposed about any 

other bans beyond that.  

SETH KAUFMAN:  So leaf blowers could be banned, 

but these other tools, it would just be noise levels? 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Correct. 

SETH KAUFMAN:  I see.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Did you want to add something?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Well, actually, we have a 

definition here for landscaping equipment.  "Any 

engine or motor-powered device or equipment," which is 

what you're talking about, "including any gas-powered 

leaf blower, utilized in connection with landscaping."  

That's part of the definition.  

SETH KAUFMAN:  Okay.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  So if it's really that 

loud -- 

SETH KAUFMAN:  Yeah. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  -- it probably will fall 

under something at some point.  Whether it's going to 

be banned or not, that's -- that's another discussion, 

to be honest with you, but I'm must -- there is a 

definition -- 
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SETH KAUFMAN:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  -- for those, that type of 

equipment.  

SETH KAUFMAN:  Yeah.  Just especially the 

two-stroke ones, because not only are they loud, but 

they're also -- they just throw so much garbage 

everywhere, no matter whether it's -- you know, 

whether it's a blower or a string trimmer, I mean, my 

point, it doesn't really make any -- you know, it's 

still all really, really kind of bad.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  As -- what I would suggest 

you do is go back to the Chapter 88 and look under the 

definitions.  

SETH KAUFMAN:  Okay.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  And there's one for landscaping.  

I'm sorry, guys, I can't talk any louder.  There's one 

under landscaping for a definition -- 

SETH KAUFMAN:  Okay.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  -- and landscaping equipment.  

SETH KAUFMAN:  Sure.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  There's two separate 

definitions, okay?  

SETH KAUFMAN:  Okay.  I'll go and reread that.  

Thank you.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay, you're welcome.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  Anybody else?  

(No Response)   

MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay.  With that, as I said 

earlier, I believe we're in a really good place with 

the proposed noise code.  There was a tremendous 

amount of work put in by the Code Committee.  I want 

to thank all of them for their work.  That includes 

the Chair of the Zoning Board, Mr. Saladino, Chair of 

the Planning Board, Tricia Hammes, Dinni Gordon, who 

is also a member of the Zoning Board, and, of course, 

Trustee Phillips.  

My recommendation is to accept the code with a 

change for an outright ban on leaf blowers effective 

October 1st of this year.  I will open it up to the 

Board for further discussion, and if there's anybody 

who wants to make a motion on whether to keep the 

hearing open or close it with -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I think in all -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  -- changes.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I think in all honesty, given 

that you're giving your opinion of banning the leaf 

blowers, I think that we should have the opportunity 

at work session to discuss it with the other Trustees, 

along with Trustee Brennan, who's not here.  So I 

am -- I am suggesting that we leave the hearing open, 
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other than the fact that Claudio's has asked for an 

extension of days, that we give them an opportunity 

for their code attorney to get in some comments to us.  

The Code Committee would like to take a look at what 

the Mayor is suggesting, and I think that the Trustees 

need to have a discussion about it at work session.  

So I'm -- I would like to keep -- make a motion to 

keep the public hearing open.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Lily, any comments?  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Until work session, 

is that -- is that when it will be open until?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I want -- well, no.  I'd like 

to keep it open until we have a discussion -- 

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Until the next -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  -- at work session and have 

it -- have it re -- you know, opportunity at the next 

Board meeting in January to discuss it.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  So it would open 

until the next regular meeting, is what you're 

staying?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yeah.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  I mean, I've already 

said I'm in favor of banning them, so I'd be fine 

either way, but I understand the -- leaving it open.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Julia?  
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TRUSTEE ROBINS:  I'm in agreement with 

Mary Bess, I think we need to have a Board discussion 

on it.  And Trustee Brennan isn't here, so I would 

like to carry the public hearing over until next month 

and we'll have a Board discussion at work session.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay.  Would you like to make a 

motion on that, Mary Bess?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yes.  I'll make a motion that 

we leave the public hearing open for Local Law 

Chapter 88, entitled "Noise", for discussion at 

the next work session, and to be open until the 

next -- what is it, January?  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  Twenty-five is the regular 

meeting.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  January 25th regular meeting.  

So moved 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

The motion carries.  We will keep it open until 

next work session.  

I do hope the community continues to speak out.  



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Flynn Stenography & Transcription Service

 (631) 727-1107

Regular Session 12/28/23  65

We had a number of written comments that were 

submitted to the Board as well in favor of this ban on 

these leaf blowers.  I look back at little Jane and 

I'm imagining my daughter, who is 25, and watching a 

movie right now in the new theater.  And I think 

Greenport should be a leader on the North Fork and I 

think it's time to do it.  

(Applause) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  And not just a leader on this, 

but on all things environmental.  So with that -- 

(Applause) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  I recently discovered in 

perusing in Village Hall, as some of you might know, 

we've been doing a significant effort in reorganizing, 

led by new Village Clerk Candace, and one of the 

things I found was a big legal opinion on what could 

be put into uses -- use of park property, including an 

electric plant.  I think we need to protect our parks, 

and in our next meeting, I am going to be adding to 

our discussion a permanent conservation easement on 

Moore's Woods, so that nobody is ever able to do 

anything further with it.  

(Applause) 

MAYOR STUESSI:  With that, I would like to 

invite anybody from the public to speak on any other 
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matter before we get to the business at hand this 

evening.  Is there anybody else who would like to 

speak on any other issues?  Yes, please.  

RUTH SHANK:  Ruth Shank, 320 Carpenter Street.  

Two things.  I love leaves, and I just want to 

say that -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  I thought you were going to say 

you love leaf blowers.  

(Laughter) 

RUTH SHANK:  I actually go around the Village, 

when I know someone doesn't spray their lawn, and I 

pick up their leaves and I bring them back and grind 

them up to make leaf mold.  And leaf mold is a very -- 

second to compost as an enrichment for your property.  

It's very popular in England, so I started my own leaf 

mold batch.  So instead of buying mulch, please, use 

compost and leaf mold.  

And second of all, you brought up Moore's Woods.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes.  

RUTH SHANK:  I do a lot of walking in the 

Village, and when I was -- the last time I was 

walking, I could not believe the amount of litter on 

Moore's -- on Moore's Lane.  I don't know whether 

someone's bag blew open, but constant bottles, cans, 

papers, everything.  I mean, and also in the Village 
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when I walk around, the litter.  I mean, isn't anybody 

responsible for their own property to pick up stuff?  

And across the street from me there's five bags of 

black garbage bags that that restaurant left full of 

leaves, but I'm not picking it up.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  Code Enforcement has been 

over there and they're already following up on that.  

RUTH SHANK:  And that really is frustrating.  

Anyway, thank you.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Thank you.  Anybody else from 

the public like to speak on any other matters?  Yes, 

please.  

LORRAINE KREAHLING:  I just want to -- the 

commit -- the ad hoc committee that met -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Name and address.  

LORRAINE KREAHLING:  -- to discuss leaf blowers -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  State your name and address.  

LORRAINE KREAHLING:  Lorraine Kreahling, 

157 Central Avenue.  We wanted to ban leaf blowers, 

gas-powered leaf blowers in the summer months starting 

in May, and move -- transition to electric, and the 

same for gas-powered other things, to transition to 

electric, and to help -- find how business owners who 

need help in making the transition.  There are small 

business loans, there are minority business loans.  
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There are apparently grants as well, so to help them, 

so we're not putting -- we don't want to make enemies 

of people who are small businesses, we want to help 

them, but we would really -- no one wants to listen to 

those leaf blowers all summer again, right?  

(Affirmative Response From Audience) 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Lorraine, I -- just a second.  

I agree with you as far as there are -- there's not 

just one particular portion of this discussion, that 

it combines economics as well as quality of life.  But 

I think one of the things that we really need to 

encourage, because I'm getting to the point of 

compensating someone who's having a portion of their 

business taken away from them, or an equipment, is 

that the State legislation that's currently before 

will compensate landscapers who have to change their 

equipment.  So I think it would be a great effort if 

every one of us would write a letter to them to push 

it through, so that the Governor would sign such a 

piece of legislation to also help compensate the 

worker, who some of them may be put out of work 

because of the ban.  

And, also, I think the reason that I asked for 

an extension of discussion is we have two topics here.  

We have let's ban it completely, leaf blowers, and 
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then we have the discussion of, well, let's have the 

electric leaf blowers and the electric lawnmowers, and 

there's a discussion of how those get charged and how 

it's done within the business.  

So we have to have a decision, do we completely 

ban leaf blowers together, or are we talking about 

licensing landscapers so that we have some enforcement 

control, and also some education?  So I think that 

that's why I want to have the discussion at work session.  

We need to look at the whole picture and not just on 

one particular topic.  I'm hoping I'm making sense.  

LORRAINE KREAHLING:  No, absolutely.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay, all right.  Thank you.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Along the lines of what 

Trustee Phillips was mentioning, I did read in one of 

the leaf blower bans, whether it was East Hampton or 

Southampton, that they were also going to ban 

generators.  And as she said, if you have an electric 

leaf blower and it has to be recharged, and you can't 

use a generator to charge it either, that would also 

be a potential economic impact on the people who own 

these companies and make a living doing this.  So 

those are just considerations that all have to be a 

part of the conversation.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  And on that, I'll be quiet.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  All right.  Should we move on to 

resolutions?  Lily, do you want to get started?  

Thank you, everybody.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-1.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Wait a minute.  Do you want 

to give everybody a chance to leave before we start?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Wait a moment, if you would, Lily.

(Audience Exited The Meeting)  

MAYOR STUESSI:  You want to get going?  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Yeah.  

RESOLUTION #12-2023-1, RESOLUTION adopting the 

December, 2023 agenda as printed. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  If I could ask the audience to 

be quiet, please, while we go through this.  You're 

welcome to go outside and speak, if you'd like.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  You want me to read 

it again?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, please.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-1, 

RESOLUTION adopting the December, 2023 agenda as printed.  

So moved.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Can I have a second?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye. 
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TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  I go next?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yep.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION 12-23 -- 12-2023-2, 

RESOLUTION accepting the monthly reports of the 

Greenport Fire Department, Village Administrator, 

Village Deputy Treasurer, Village Clerk, Village 

Attorney, Mayor and Board of Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-3, 

RESOLUTION hiring Samuel Gordon Strickland, as a 

part-time Fire House Attendant at Greenport Fire 

Department at an hourly wage rate of $20.00 per hour, 

effective January 3rd, 2024.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  
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MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  It's yours, Lily.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION 12-2023-4, 

RESOLUTION hiring Ann Heller, as a part-time Secretary 

at Greenport Fire Department at an hourly wage rate of 

$20.00 per hour, effective January 3rd, 2024.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION 12-2023-5, 

RESOLUTION approving the attached Authorization to 

Proceed and project estimate between the Power 

Authority of the State of New York and the Village of 

Greenport, associated with the turn key street 

lighting project and authorizing Village Administrator 

Paul Pallas to sign the attached Authorization to 
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Proceed.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION 12-2023-6, 

RESOLUTION approving the attached Agreement between 

the New York State Energy Research and Development for 

an Advanced LED Street Lighting grant and the Village 

of Greenport, and authorizing Village Administrator 

Paul Pallas to sign the attached Agreement.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-7, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Village Administrator Paul Pallas 

to attend the NYAPP Business meeting on January 24th 

through January 25th, 2024 in Albany, New York, at a 
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conference fee of $300.00 per person and a room rate 

of $120.00 per night per person, plus all applicable 

travel costs, to be expensed from account number 

E.0782.000 (Management Services).  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION 12-2023-8, 

RESOLUTION ratifying the attached Agreement dated 

September (sic) (December) 21st, 2023, between the 

Village of Greenport and CSEA, Local 1000, regarding 

the settlement of a grievance as described in the 

Agreement.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  (RESOLUTION #12-2023-9), 
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RESOLUTION approving the wage adjustment effective 

January 10th, 2024 of the following employees as per 

the attached schedule:  Adam Brautigam, Michel Flora, 

Chad Osmer, Tyler Doherty, Meko Bell, Anthony Monzon, 

Tina Zilnicki and Asha Gallacher.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION 12-2023-10, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Deputy Treasurer Brautigam to 

perform attached Budget Amendment #5282 to appropriate 

water fund reserves to fund the replacement of two 

water machines at the power plant and directing that 

Budget Amendment #5282 be included as part of the 

formal meeting minutes of the December 28th, 2023 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.
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MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-11, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Deputy Treasurer Brautigam to 

perform attached Budget Amendment #5283 to appropriate 

general fund reserves to fund attorney legal expenses 

and directing that Budget Amendment #5283 be included 

as part of the formal meeting minutes of the 

December 28th, 2023 Regular Meeting of the Board of 

Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-12, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Deputy Treasurer Brautigam to 

perform attached Budget Amendment #5284 to transfer 

funds from the Fire Department MISC expense to the 

repair and maintenance line and directing that Budget 

Amendment #5284 be included as part of the formal 

meeting minutes of the December 28th, 2023 Regular 

Meeting of the Board of Trustees.  So moved.  
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TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-13, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Deputy Treasurer Brautigam to 

perform attached Budget Amendment #5285 to appropriate 

water fund reserves to fund the purchase of hydrants 

and directing that Budget Amendment #5285 be included 

as part of the formal meeting minutes of the 

December 28th, 2023 Regular Meeting of the Board of 

Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-14, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Deputy Treasurer Brautigam to 

perform attached Budget Amendment #5286 to appropriate 
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general fund reserves to fund the replacement of the 

baymen's dock and directing that Budget Amendment 

#5286 be included as part of the formal meeting 

minutes of the December 28th, 2023 Regular Meeting of 

the Board of Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-15, 

RESOLUTION authorizing Deputy Treasurer Brautigam to 

perform attached Budget Amendment #5287 to appropriate 

light fund reserves to fund the replacement of 

transformers and directing that Budget Amendment #5287 

be included as part of the formal meeting minutes of 

December 28th, 2023 Regular Meeting of the Board of 

Trustees.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.
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MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-16, 

RESOLUTION ratifying the approval of the Film Permit 

Application submitted by Feirstein Graduate School 

Student, Anna Russell; for December 16th, 2023 through 

December 18th, 2023, filming location Front Street in 

front of Alpina and Burton's Book Store.  Second -- so 

moved.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION 20 -- 12-2023-17, 

RESOLUTION scheduling a public hearing for 6:00 p.m.  

on Thursday, January 25th, at the Third Street 

Firehouse, Third Street and South Street, Greenport, 

New York, 11944 regarding the Wetlands Permit 

Application submitted by En-Consultants on behalf of 

Diana Burton.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.
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TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-18, 

RESOLUTION ratifying the hiring of Diamond Rene 

Boisseau as a part-time Carousel Employee at the 

hourly rate of $15.00 per hour, effective November 

22nd, 2023.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-19, 

RESOLUTION ratifying the hiring of Charles Carden Roth 

as a part-time Carousel Employee at an hourly rate of 

$15.00 per hour, effective December 23rd, 2023.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye. 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye. 

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye. 
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MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.  

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-20, 

RESOLUTION awarding the 2024 annual contract for the 

delivery of No. 2 heating oil to Burt's Reliable, Inc., 

the sole bidder, at a bid price of twenty cents ($.20) 

per gallon over rack price, per the bid opening on 

December 20th, 2023, and authorizing Mayor Stuessi to 

sign the contract between the Village of Greenport and 

Burt's Reliable, Inc.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-21, 

RESOLUTION awarding the 2024 annual contract for the 

delivery of diesel fuel to Burt's Reliable, Inc., the 

sole bidder, at a price, a bid price of twenty cents 

($.20) per gallon over rack price, per the bid opening 

on December 20th, 2023; and authorizing Mayor Stuessi 

to sign the contract between the Village of Greenport 

and Burt's Reliable, Inc.  So moved 
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TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-22, 

RESOLUTION awarding the 2024 annual contract for the 

performance of contractor services to Stanley F. 

Skrezec - the lowest bidder per the attached bid 

prices, per the opening bid on December 20th, 2023; 

and authorizing Mayor Stuessi to sign the contract 

between the Village of Greenport and Stanley F. 

Skrezec.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #(12)-2023-24, 

RESOLUTION awarding the 2024 annual contract for the 

removal of trees and tree stumps on specified Village 
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streets, and the grinding of tree stumps to Dom's 

Lawmaker, Inc., the lowest bidder - at a bid price of 

$21,800.00 (sic) per the attached Bid Form and the bid 

opening on December 20th, 2023; authorizing Mayor 

Stuessi to sign the contract between Dom's Lawmaker 

and the Village of Greenport.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  Did we skip one? 

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  Yes.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yes, we did. 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Did I skip one?  I apologize.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  I'll take this one.  

Resolution -- I'm sorry, you didn't vote.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Hold on, why don't we finish 

that one?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I'm sorry. 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Just a correction for the 

record, it was $21,820.  Did we have a second on that?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yes, I second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-23, 
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RESOLUTION awarding the 2024 annual contract for the 

removal of snow as required on Village streets to 

Stanley F. Skrezec, the sole bidder per the attached 

bid prices, per the bid opening on December 20th, 

2023; and authorizing Mayor Stuessi to sign the 

contract between the Village of Greenport and Stanley 

F. Skrezec.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries 

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-25, 

RESOLUTION awarding the contract for the replacement 

of Baymen's Dock 2023 to S. Heaney Marine 

Construction, Inc., at a bid price of Forty Nine 

Thousand dollars ($49,000.00), per the bid opening on 

December 21st, 2023; and authorizing Mayor Stuessi to 

sign the contract between the Village of Greenport and 

S. Heaney Marine Construction, Inc.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Wait.  I have a question.  I 
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have concern about the major difference between the 

lower price and the next one.  I am just concerned 

that we haven't taken into consideration, or they 

haven't taken into consideration certified payroll.  

And I will have to lean on the Village Attorney to -- 

if we award the bid and then we have a change order 

that comes through, is -- we'll -- I mean, do we have 

to honor the change order?  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  If it's a change order for 

different work, then it's up to you.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  If it's a change order for the 

work that you've authorized here, then it's subject to 

the proposal and that's it -- 

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay, that's what I wanted to 

know.  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  -- can't pay more.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  They'll have to -- 

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  But you might want to make 

them aware of it at the outset.  Whoever it is that's 

going to be sending the Notice of Award letter, let 

them know that that's something they're going to have 

to oblige -- you know, be obligated to deal with.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  So if they, you know, want to 
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get out of it at that point, we'll have to deal with 

it, but make them aware.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Okay.  That's been my major -- 

MAYOR STUESSI:  Makes sense.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  That's been a major concern.   

Okay, all right, go ahead.  You want to call the vote?  

MAYOR STUESSI:  You made a motion, correct?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  That was Lily.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  I made a motion and 

it was seconded by you.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second, I seconded it.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay.  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION -- RESOLUTION 

#12-2023-26, RESOLUTION awarding the contract for the 

purchase of transformers 2023-1 to T+R Electric 

Supply, the sole bidder, at a bid price of One Thirty 

Six -- One Thirty Six Thousand, Two Hundred Sixty 

Seven dollars ($136,267.00), and authorizing Mayor 

Stuessi to sign the contract between the Village of 

Greenport and T+R Electric Supply.  So moved.  
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TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-27, 

RESOLUTION awarding the contract for the Road Barn 

Roof and Siding Replacement 2023, to Robert Bohn, LLC, 

the sole -- excuse me -- the sole bidder, at a bid 

price of Sixty Five Thousand Three Hundred Seventy 

dollars ($65,375.00), and authorizing Mayor Stuessi to 

sign the contract between the Village of Greenport and 

Robert Bohn, LLC.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  RESOLUTION #12-2023-28, 

RESOLUTION awarding the contract for the purchase of 

Hydrants - 2023, to Ferguson Waterworks, the lowest 
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bidder, at a bid price of Thirty Five Thousand

Two Hundred Thirteen dollars and .10 cent 

($35,213.10), and authorizing Mayor Stuessi to sign 

the contract between the Village of Greenport and 

Ferguson Waterworks.  

So moved.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  RESOLUTION #12-2020 -- 2023-29, 

RESOLUTION approving all checks per the Voucher 

Summary Report dated December 27th, 2023, in the total 

amount of $1,132,897.90 consisting of

o  All regular checks in the amount of 

$993,716.40, and 

o  All prepaid checks (including wire transfers) 

in the amount of $139,181.50.  So moved.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.
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TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion carries.  

Didn't we have an additional resolution 

regarding settlement, Brian?  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  If everybody's on board, 

unless we need to go into executive session and 

discuss further.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah, I think we're going to 

need to.  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  All right.  So why don't we do 

that.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Okay.  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  We'll have executive session 

and come back out.  This is executive session to 

discuss pending litigation.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Yeah.  So I'll make a motion to 

go into executive section to discuss pending 

litigation.  May I have a second?  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye.
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Motion carries.   

(Executive Session:  7:36 p.m. - 7:44 p.m.)  

ATTORNEY STOLAR:  All right.  So you need a 

motion to authorize an approved settlement of 

litigation between 221 Fifth Avenue, Greenport and the 

Village, and authorize the Mayor to execute any 

documents necessary to effectuate that settlement.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  I will make a motion as Village 

Counsel just suggested.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  I'll second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  Second.  All in favor? 

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Motion passes.  

With that, I'll make a motion to close the 

public meeting.  May I have a second, please?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Second.  

MAYOR STUESSI:  All in favor?  

TRUSTEE ROBINS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Aye.

TRUSTEE DOUGHERTY-JOHNSON:  Aye.

MAYOR STUESSI:  Aye. 

Happy New Year's, everybody.  This is the last 
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meeting of 2023.  

TRUSTEE PHILLIPS:  Yep. 

(The Meeting was Adjourned at 7:45 p.m.) 
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N

STATE OF NEW YORK  )

     ) SS:

COUNTY OF SUFFOLK  )

      I, LUCIA BRAATEN, a Court Reporter and Notary 

Public for and within the State of New York, do hereby 

certify:  

THAT, the above and foregoing contains a true 

and correct transcription of the proceedings taken on 

December 28, 2023 to the best of my ability.  

      I further certify that I am not related to any 

of the parties to this action by blood or marriage, 

and that I am in no way interested in the outcome of 

this matter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

this 11th day of January, 2024.

      

____________________
        Lucia Braaten
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